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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, Jacxson ArrisoN
RAwD, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Starkville, in the county of Oktibbeha and
State of Mississippi, have mvented a new and
useful Oyster-Shucking Knife, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to oyster-shucking
knives.

The object of the invention is to facilitate
the shucking of oysters by dispensing with
the use of an ordinary hammer in breaking off
the snout of the oyster-shell, whereby time
lost in exchanging the hammer for the shuck-
ing-knife each time that an oyster is opened
is saved and the work thereby greatly fa-
cilitated.

With the above and other objects in view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
is better understood, the same consists ini the
novel construction and combination of parts
of an oyster-shucking knife, as will be herein-
after fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts, Figure 1 is a view in side elevation
of an oyster-shucking knife constructed in ac-
cordance with the present invention. Iig. 2
is a view in transverse section taken on the
line 2 2, Fig. 1. !

The knife embodies 2 handhold constitut-
ing a handle and designated generally 1 and a
knife or blade 2. The handle is constructed
of metal and is provided with four finger-
loops 3 and an arched palm-rest 4, that is
spaced throughout a greater portion of its
length from the body of the utensil. The
handhold is provided with a longitudinal
channel 5, that extends throughout its en-
tire length and in which the knite 2 is loosely
mounted. One side of the handhold is pro-
vided with a longitudinal slot 6, that com-
municates with the channel and extends
throughout a greater portion of its length and
is furnished at that end which will be the
outer one in use with a locking-notch 7, that
is designed to be engaged by a latch 8, mount-~
ed in a transverse slot in the knife and held
combined therewith by a pin 10, the handle
11 of the latch being disposed close to the side
of the handhold, as clearly shown in Fig. 2,
thus to obviate the presention of an obstruc-
tion. Aswill be noted by reference to Fig. 1,

the blade is of such length that when
sheathed within the channel its terminals
will be completely housed, so that injury that
might otherwise occur should the knife pro-
trude is obviated. In the use of the imple-
ment when the knife is moved to the position
shown in Fig. 1 the operator inserts his fin-
gers through the loops 3, thereby providing a
hammer which will operate in a practical
manner to break away the snout of the shells
sufficiently to permit the knife readilyto be
inserted between them, and thus remove the
oyster.

The improvements herein defined while
simple in character will be thoroughly effi-
cient for the purposes designed and will re-
sult in saving time and labor in shucking
oysters.

I claim—

1. An implement of the class described
comprising a handhold having a plurality of

finger-loops and a palm-rest and provided -

with a longitudinal channel which is slotted
at one side lengthwise of the handhold and
between the finger-loops and rest, an adjust-
able blade mounted 1n the channel of the
handhold which is provided with a trans-
verse slot at its inner end, a latch pivotally
mounted at one end in the transverse slot on
the blade and extending outwardly there-
from through the slot, and means on the
handhold with which the latch engages for
holding the blade in open position.

2. An implement of the class described,
comprising a handhold provided with a lon-
gitudinal channel and a slot extending along
the latter and provided with a notch at one

end, a blade mounted movably in the chan--

nel of the handhold and provided with a
transverse slot at its inner end, a latch piv-
oted at its inner end in said transverse slot
and curved so that when the same engages
the notch it lies close to the side of the hand-
hold, and a pivot-pin extending from the in~
ner end of the blade through the transverse
slot for pivotally mounting the latch.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

JACKSON ALLISON RAND.

‘Witnesses:
E. B. GiLrespIE,
D. J. Cocurax.
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