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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to a support designed 
for use in connection with casket lowering de 
vices such as used at graves. 

Heretofore it has been the practice to support 
5 such devices on the ground close to the sides of 

the open grave. Aside from the fact that the 
lowering apparatus has thus been located close to 
the level of the ground, necessitating extreme 
care in lowering the casket to the apparatus, the 

10 arrangements heretofore employed have been 
objectionable because of the danger of cave-ins 
and because of the further fact that difficulty 
sometimes has been experienced in setting the 
lowering apparatus So that it will be level. 

5 An object of the present invention is to pro 
-vide adjustable Supports adapted to be placed 
in the corners of the grave opening, these Sup 
ports being adjustable so that the upper ends 
thereof can be brought to positions where they 

20 Will hold the lowering apparatus in a level posi 
tion. 

It is a further object to provide Supports which 
can be readily anchored to the ground to avoid 
danger of accidental displacement. 

25 Another object is to provide supports which 
can be readily locked in any position to which 
they might be adjusted and to provide each of 
the supports with a head which serves as an effi 
cient Seat for one of the corner members of the 

30 lowering apparatus. v. 
A still further object is to provide supports of 

this character which, when not in use, can be 
collapsed so as to occupy but a small space and 
thus be easy to store and to transport. 

35 With the foregoing and other objects in view 
which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists of certain novel details of 
construction and combinations of parts here 
inafter more fully described and pointed out in 

40 the claims, it being understood that changes may 
be made in the construction and arrangement of 
parts without departing from the Spirit of the 
invention as claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, the preferred 

45 form of the invention has been shown. 
In Said dra WingS: 
Figure 1 is an elevation of a casket lowering 

apparatus in position on supports such as consti 
tutes the present invention, portions of the appa 

50 ratus and the drapes used therewith being broken 
away to show the upper portion of one of the 
SupportS. 

Figure 2 is a vertical transverse section through 
a grave opening in which Supports are positioned 

55 ready for use. 

(CI. 248-156) 
Figure 3 is a side elevation of one of the sup 

ports collapsed. w W 

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the Support. 
Figure 5 is a section on line 5-5, Figure 4, a 

portion of a corner post of a casket lowering 5 
apparatus being shown seated on the support. 

Figure 6 is a central longitudinal section 
through the lapping portions of the upper and 
intermediate sections of the Support. 

Figure 7 is a central longitudinal section 10 
through the lapping portions of the intermediate 
and lower sections of the support. 

Figure 8 is an enlarged section. On line 8-8, 
Figure 6. . 
Figure 9. is an enlarged section on line 9-9, 15 

Figure 7. 
- Figure 10 is a bottom plan view of the an 

choring rod and pin while in anchoring position, 
parts being broken away. 

Referring to the figures by characters of ref- 20 
erence, designates a head which can be in the 
form of a disk having an upstanding annular 
flange 2 and extending radially from this flange 
are studs, 3 some of which constitute means for 
engaging the intermediate portions of laminated 25 
bow springs. 4 the ends of which bear against the 
flange and constitute clips for the purpose here 
inafter explained. 
A diametrically disposed angular web 6 extends 

downwardly from head f and is preferably cast 30 
integral therewith, and the large end of this web 
is preferably formed with an integral fork which 
embraces and is riveted or otherwise joined to 
the upper end portion of an angle strip 8 con 
stituting the upper section of the support. This 35 
angle strip is held at right angles to the head 
and is provided along its apex or angle portion, 
with short spaced slots 9. 

Bridging the angle strip 8 at its free end and 
fixedly joined to the strip is a guide in the form 40 
of a cross-plate 0 and to this plate is secured 
one end of a leaf spring f, preferably laminated 
as shown in Figure 6. 

Extending longitudinally of section 8 adjacent, 
to the upper end thereof is a guide rod 2 the 45 
ends of which are offset as at 3 and Welded or 
otherwise attached to the angle portion of sec 
tion 8 so that rod 2 is thus held spaced from 
but parallel with the apex portion or angle of the 
section. On this guide rod 2 is slidably mounted 50 
an eye 4 at one end of an anchoring rod (5. 
At the other end of this rod is a fork 6 in which 
is pivotally mounted an anchoring pin 7. This 
pin has a short arm adapted to swing into the 
fork when the pin is brought into position sub- 55 
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2 : 
stantially at right angles to rod 5 so that this 
short arm, indicated at 18, can thus thrust 
against the end of the rod 5 as indicated by 
broken lines in Figure 3. The other or long arm 
of the pin T can be folded into position Sub 
stantially parallel with rod 5 and when thus 
located it can be snapped into engagement With 
a clip 9 carried by one side of the Section 8. 

Fitted in the angle portion of the section 8 
so as to be embraced by said section is an inter 
mediate section 20 comprising an angle strip 
which extends between section 8 and the Spring 

so that said spring will thus exert a constant 
pressure against strip 20 and maintain the angle 
portions of the two sections 8 and 20 in contact 
normally. That end portion of section 20 located 
within section 8 carries an angle strip 2 which 
is secured therein and is provided with a project 
ing head 22 extending from section 20 and located 
and proportioned to be seated in any one of the 
slots 9, this head being formed with opposed 
notches 23 so that when the head is Seated. Within 
one of the slots 9, One of the end Walls of Said 
slot will become seated in the adjacent notch 23 
so as thus to tie sections 20 to section 8. In Fig 
ure 6 this head has been shown thus engaged 
so as to hold the end of section 20 against move 
ment away from section 8. Obviously, however, 
by shifting section 20 downwardly relative to Sec 
tion 8, head 22 can be withdrawn from engage 
ment with the end wall of section 8 So that said 
head can thus be swung out of the slot 9 to per 
mit movement of section 20 relative to section 8 
in the direction of its length. 
The other end of the intermediate Section 20 

has a cross-plate 24 to Which is Secured One end 
portion of a laminated leaf-spring 25 and the 
free end of this leaf-spring is adapted to bear 
against a lower angle strip or section 26 which 
is fitted snugly within but is adapted to slide 
longitudinally of the section 20 as Will be appar 
ent by referring to Figures 7 and 9. This lower 
section 26 is positioned between plate 24 and Sec 
tion 20 and is provided within the upper end por 
tion thereof, with a stop shoulder 27 which serves 
to limit withdrawal of section 26 from Section 20 
by coming into contact with the end of spring 25. 
Shoulder 27 can be formed by attaching a re 

enforcing plate 28 to section 26 and this plate 
has a head 29 extending therefrom and adapted 
to be seated within any one of a Series of longi 
tudinal slots 30 formed in the angle portion of 
intermediate section 20 and spaced apart. Head 
29 has a notch 31 in its upper end and this is 
adapted to receive the upper end Wall of the slot 
30 in which the head is seated when the Support 
is extended for use and is supporting a load. This 
position of the head has been shown in Figure 7. 
It will be obvious, however, that by lowering sec 
tion 26 relative to section 30, the notched portion 
of head 29 can be withdrawn from engagment 
with the end wall of slot 30 after which Said head 
29 can be swung backwardly out of Slot 30 and 
against the action of Spring 25. 
Normally each of the four supports used in a 

grave is collapsed as shown in Figure 3. In other 
Words the lower section 26 is extended upwardly 
within the intermediate section 20 while the in 
termediate section is extended upWardly Within 
the upper section 8. At the same time the eye 
4 at one end of rod 5 can be mounted on the 
upper inturned or offset end of guide rod 2 while 
the folded anchoring pin T is gripped by the 
clip 9. 
When it is desired to use a support, the same 

2,221,134 
is inverted and section 26 is pulled out of section 
20 until the head 29, which has its advancing face 
doubled, is brought back of the slot 30 in which 
it is to be seated. The head will be pressed into 
this slot by spring 25 and thereafter, by thrusting 
section 26 toward section 20 the notch 3 in the 
head Will receive the adjacent end Wall of slot 
30. Section 20 is then pulled OutWardly relative 
to section 8 so that the head 22 will be brought 
opposite to a selected slot 9. When this is prop 
erly located Spring f will act to thrust head 23 
OutWardly into the selected slot 9 and by thrust 
ing upwardly through section 20 the upper notch 
in said head 22 will receive the adjacent end wall 
of slot 9. With the support thus adjusted to 
proper length, pin l is disengaged from clip 9 
and rod 5 allowed to slide downwardly onto guide 
rod 2. The support is then placed in one corner 
portion of the grave opening with the lower end 
of Section 26 in contact with the bottom of the 
grave. This end is forced downwardly into the 
Soil until the head is brought to the proper level. 
Rod 5, which is thus located where it can rest 
flat upon the ground, is extended radially from 
the corner portion of the grave opening after 
which pin f7 is driven downwardly into the 
ground, thereby anchoring the Support in the 
corner portion of the grave. All four supports 
are located in the same manner and when they 
are properly placed they will be held securely 
in position with their heads at the proper level. 
The corner posts P of the casket lowering ap 

paratus A are then placed on the heads where 
they are surrounded by the flanges 2 and thus 
prevented from becoming shifted out of proper 
position. Suitable drapes, indicated at ID are 
brought around the upwardly extending ends of 
the Support and held to the heads by inserting 
portions thereof in engagement with the end of 
Springs 4 which, as before stated, act as clips. 
These drapes can be downturned at their upper 
edges So as to extend over and back of the end 
clips, thereby concealing the clips. Those studs 
3 not used for holding springs 4 in position can 
be employed as means for anchoring wires, 
Springs or the like which extend within the upper 
portions of the drapes for the purpose of hold 
ing them taut. 

Obviously by providing supports such as herein 
described, there is no danger of the lowering 
apparatus settling or dropping because of a 
cave-in. Furthermore this lowering apparatus 
can be supported at any desired distance from 
the ground and can be maintained level no mat 
ter what may be the contour of the surface of 
the ground where the grave is located. 
When the Supports are not in use they can 

be collapsed readily as will be apparent and can 
thus be conveniently stored and transported. 
These supports are simple in construction, are 

cheap to manufacture, and have been found to 
be a valuable accessory because of the various 
advantages thus far stated. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A Support of the class described including 

telescopically connected sections, cooperating 
means thereon for holding the sections against 
collapse, a head carried by the upper Section, 
and anchoring means adjustably connected to 
the upper section, said anchoring means includ 
ing a guide rod Secured to and extending longi 
tudinally of said section, an anchoring rod tilt 
ably and slidably connected to the guide rod, and 
an anchoring pin pivotally connected to and 
foldable upon the anchoring rod. 
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2. A support of the class described including 

telescopically connected angle strips, one of Said 
strips having spaced slots, a head upon the other 
strip movable to position for insertion into a 
selected slot, a spring carried by one of the sec 
tions and bearing against the other section for 
urging the head into a selected slot, said head, 
when positioned in a slot, constituting a locking 
seat for receiving one wall of the slot, thereby 
to hold the sections against relative movement 
in one direction, a head on one of the sections, 
and anchoring means carried by said section. 

3. A support of the class described including 
telescopically connected angle sections, COOper 
ating means on the sections for holding them 
against collapse, springs carried by the support 
and adjacent to said means for holding the Sup 
port in position to prevent collapse, a head car 
ried by One of the sections, and anchoring means 
adjustably connected to said sections. 

4. A Support of the class described including 
telescopically connected upper, intermediate and 

lower sections, each section comprising an angle 
strip, projecting heads carried by the lower and 
intermediate sections at their upper ends, slots 
in the intermediate and upper sections for re 
ceiving the respective heads, thereby to provide 
seats for the upper end walls of the slots, springs 
carried by the intermediate and upper sections 
for exerting thrust against the lower and inter 
mediate sections respectively to maintain the 
heads yieldingly in the slots, a head at the upper 
end of the upper section, and anchoring means 
connected to said section. 

5. A support of the class described including 
telescopically connected sections, cooperating 
means thereon for holding the sections against 
collapse, means on the upper Sections for engag 
ing an object to be supported, an anchoring ele 
ment titably and slidably connected to the upper 
sections, and means pivotally connected to and 

0. 

5 

foldable upon said element for insertion into the 20 
Soil. 

RUEUS B. HANKS. 


