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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, DONALD M. STEVENSON,
of Hamilton, Butler county, Ohio, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

5 in Folding Bedsteads, of which the following
isa speclﬁcatlon

My invention relates to that class of fold-
ing bedsteads, wherein the mattress recepta-
cle folds veltxcdlly against a stationary case,

o to occupy less ﬂoor space; and the objects
of my improvement are; to cause the folding
part to close easily and snugly to the case;

_ to secure rigidity of the folding part when
open; to keep the folding part either open or

5 closed by its own wemht without auxiliary
fastenings, and to secure the greatest strength
and durablllty together w1th snnphelty of
parts and cheapness of construetion. I at-
tain these objects in the following described

o manner, as illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1, represents a side elevation of the
bedstead open with parts of the base removed;
Fig. 2, the same view as Fig. 1, but showing

5 the bedstead closed; Fig. 3, the same view as
Figs. 1, and 2, showing travelers D and roll-
ers E in a horizontal plane at right angles to
the face of the frame where the case is bal-
anced between being open and closed. Fig.

o 4, represents a p01t10n of the interior of the
base in perspective, and Fig. 5, a perspective
view of a portion of the case.

In the drawings A represents the base and
B the head of the bedstead, which consists of

5 a frame, open in front and extending above
the rear portion of the base, within the ends
of which its sides are rigidly fastened. Case
C forms a receptacle for the mattress and
bedding. Thehead end isnarrow, toeasily en-

o ter the frame and travelers or guide rollers D
are journaled on its respective sides, to abat
against, and travel up and down, the front
edges of the frame, to limit the extent of its
enfrance in the frame. The case is trun-

5 nioned in, and supported by, rollers E, and
balanced thereon, by weights attached to its
head portion. The width of the case from
travelers D toward its foot end, ig equal to
the frame and cleats project fxom within its

o sides,to cause the case to close snugly against
theframe, TracksF are provided with bosses

H under their front ends through which they
are secured in recesses K to the ends of the
base by pivots G. The tracks are set at an-
angle to slant downwardly toward the frame 55
and rollers K travel on their top edges. The
rear ends of the tracks extend rearwmdly be-
yond, and under the front edges of the frame,
and may oscillate on pivots G to the extent
permitted by the recesses. ” Beam M extends 60
across the front of the base inside and near
the bottom. It is supported by fulerum N
under its center whereon it is free. to osecil-
late. Bars O have their rear ends fastened -
to the base by pivots P.and extend forward 65
through grooves between the ends of the base
and the sides of the frame, and engage by
their front ends with the respective extremi-
ties of the beam. Rods I by means of inte- ,
gral toes J rest on the top of the middle por- 70
tion of the respective bars, and extend ver-
tieally within chambers provided therefor,
between the ends of the base and the sides

of the case, to support the rear ends of
the tracks which rest thereon. In this man- 75
ner the rear ends of the tracks ecommunicate
oscillatory motion to each other, through the
rods, bars, and beams. If the rear end of
either track be depressed -the other will be
correspondingly raised.. Pivots G prevent 8o
any vertical motion of the front end of the
tracks where rollers E rest when the case is-
horizontal. In this open position of the bed-
stead for use, the case rests substantially
solid on the tracks, and on the folding legs 85
by which the foot end is supported, and any
oscillation of the rear end of the tracks that
may oceur is not communicated to the case.
When the case is horizontal rollers E are re-
tained on the front end of the tracks by go
means of the travelers abutting against the
edges of the frame. The tendingof the case
however toward the frame is very great-ow-
ing to its entire weight being on rollers E
and their rearward tendency down theslant- g5
ing tracks. This rearward tendency of the
case in all positions keeps the travelers con-
stantly against the frame, and also keeps the .
case directly in front of the frame where it
resists any lateral movement that would oo
cause the head portion thereof to bind in the
frame.
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The faces.of travelers D are on.aline with
the top:edges of the ease, while:rollers I are
some distance below said edges. When the
case is horizontal the travelers arein a higher
position than the rollers, and their resistance
on the frame to the rearward tendency of the
case on the tracks, results in keeping the foot
of the case toward the floor,and the bedstead
open.

In closing the bedstead the case is turned
on the trunnions, while the foot describesan
are to the top of the frame. This movement
drives.the travelers down the frame, and roll-
ers Efollow down the tracks until the faces
of the case and of the frame come together
when their respective sides are kept in the
same place by the cleats. When the case is
closed. to the frame,the rearward pressure.of
rollers E-down the slanting tracks,abovethe
travelers, that nowact as fulerums, keeps the
case closed against the frame without any
auxiliary fastenings.

During theprocess of closing the bedstead,
and while rollers E :are traveling .down the
slanting :tracks, the case may be oscillated
laterally thereon for the purpose of adjust-
ing the face of the case:easily and snugly to
the frame. This oscillation may be inereased

- with the nearer approach of -the case‘to the

frame by reason of rollers K -advaneing -to-
ward the rear-end of .the tracks where the
vertical oscillation thereof 'is the greatest.
Where the side pivots . or-trunnions of ‘the
case are fixed rigidlyin relation to the frame,
there is‘frequent difficulty in closing the ease
easily to ‘the frame. ‘Uneven floors -some-
times dérange the partsso they will bind:and
not fit together, or should either pivot become
slightly displaced or worn, or not-secured at
the proper place the same difficulty is en-
-countered, The present construction com-
pletely overcomes these objections-in permit-
ting.the ease to oscillate laterally to a sufii-
cient-extent .to adapt itself perfectly to.the
frame at all times, and yet to rest.as-solidly
when open as though the pivots were rigid,
owing:to the/position reached by rollers Eon
the front end of .the tracks over pivots G.

Openings L permit the passage of rollers
E from recesses K and the removal of the
case -from the base.

The position on the sides of the case of :the
travelers and of rollers-E in relation to each
other:and to the direction of the case issuch,
that in -closing -or in opening the bedstead,
the travelers pass a point on the edge of the
frame directly opposite rollers E, as -shown
in Tig.3. At this point'the travelers connter-
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act.the rearward tendency of the rollers and
the case ‘reniains stationary, but :will tend
toward eitherdirection therefrom that it may
be turned, either farther open or closed.

I am aware that folding .bedsteads have
been made and patented wherein the folding

‘partcould oscillate laterally, to easily-adjust

itselftothe case. Idonotthereforeclaimsuch
a combination broadly; but

WhatIdoeclaimas myinvention,and desire
to'secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A folding bedstead having in combina-

tion, a base, rearwardly declining tracks with-
in the base and pivotally secured -thereto at
their front ‘ends, and an oscillatory support
forthe rear end of the tracks, consisting of a
system of levers. pivotally secured within. the
base. -
2. A.folding bedstead having in combina-
tion a base, a vertical frame secured thereto,
a removable case adapted to be folded verti-
cally against the frame, tracks secured toand
within the base,supporting rollersattached to
the case and movable on the tracks,and guide
rollers journaled on the case and movable on
the frame.

3. In a folding ‘bedstead.the -eombination
with a base, a'vertical frame, and a folding
case, of rearwardly declining tracks pivotally
seeured -at their front :ends within:the-base,
an oscillatory support for the rear end of the
tracks, supporting rollers on which the case
is trunnioned and carried on the tracks,and
guide rollers journaled on the case-andmov-
able on the front-edges:of the frame.

4. A folding bedstead having in combina-
tion a base, a vertical frame secured thereto,
rearwardly declining tracks secured -within
the ‘base, a case trunnioned in rollers and
adapted tofold against the frame,said rollers
being movable on the tracks, and.guiderollers
journaled on the case and movable on the
frame.

5. Afolding bedstead havingabase,aframe
secured within, and extending above, the
base, and tracks secured within the base at
an acute vertical :angle.to the .edges of .the
frame, in combination with a removable case,
supporting rollers attached -to-the case.and
movable on the tracks,-and “travelers jour-
naled on, and adapted to guide,.the case on
the edges of -the frame, whereby the:case is
kept either open or closed by its own weight,
substantially as specified.

DONALD M. STEVENSON,

Witnesses:

ROBERT. 8. CARR,
CHARLES E. WALTER.
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