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5Claims?(Cl?9?l) 

Thisinventionrelatesto boats ofthe opencockpittype, 
and more particularly to an accessory thereforin the 
form ofatop thatmay be converted to Serve asa rear 
deck, 
Smal boats,of thetype employing outboard motors 

are often provided with a forward deck,and wind or 
splash shield,andare otherwise opentotheweather,In 
some instancessuch boats are provided with permanent 
tops which coverthe forward portion ofthe cockpit, 
immediately behindthesplash shield?Where such tops 
are permanenty applied,dificulty is encountered in 
Doardingorleavingthe boat,andunderSuitable weather 
conditionsthe permanenttopis often not desired? 
The presentinventionis directed toatop construction 

whichmaybeappHedtoaboatoftheopentypedescribed 
as originalequipment,orasan accessory,the top,how 
ever,beingsoconstrutcedand mounted onthe boatasto 
bereadyshiftedfrom aforward position whereitServes 
asatop,toarearward position whereitis lowered,and 
fush with the siderais,soastoserve asarear deck? 
More particularlytheinvention relatestoatopadapted 

to be shiftedin the manner described and wherein side 
roller trackways are employed for supportingthe top 
fromits rearend,the trackways beingreadiy mounted 
on the inside of the boat sides,and havingforward ele 
vated horizontal portions,and downwardly and rear 
wardlyinclined central portions andrearwardextending 
lower horizonta1portionsadjacentthe bottom ofthe boat? 
The above and othernovelfeatures of theinvention 

wilappearmorefuly hereinafterfromthefollowingde 
tailed description whentakenin conjunction with the ac 
companying drawings,It is eXpressly understood that 
the drawings are employed for purposes ofilustration 
onlyandarenot designedasadefnition ofthelimits of 
theinvention,reference beinghadforthis purposetothe 
appendedclaims? M 

Referringtothe drawingswhereinikereference char 
actersindicatelikeparts: - 

FIGURE1 isa side elevation ofaboat,showingthe 
topiselevatedposition; - 

FIGURE2isaplanview ofthe boatofFIGURE1, 
withthetoploweredtoformareardeck; - 

FIGURE3isa sectionalviewtakensubstantialy on 
theline3?3ofFIGURE1; 
FIGURE4isa sectionalviewtaken substantialy on 

theline4?4ofFIGURE1,with thetoploweredtoform 
a reardeck? 

FIGURES5and6aresectionalviewssimilarto FIG 
URES3and4,whereintheinventionisappliedto aboat 
havinganarrowside deckingaroundthe cockpit; 
FIGURE7isasideviewofonetrackway; 
FIGURE 8isa fragmentary sectionalview through 

thetrackwayand one rolerthereof;and 
FIGURE9isafragmentaryperspectiveviewofaslid 

ingpin1ockadaptedtofixthetopinelevated position,or 
in loweredreardeckformingposition? - 

In FIGURES1and2thereisatypicalopen cockpit 
type of boatadapted to be powered as byan outboard 
motor,The boatcomprisesa bow26,forward deck22, 
on whichismounteda wind orsplash shieldframe24, 
withacurvedwindshield25ofglass,Plexiglas orthe like? 
Areartransom26isprovided towhich may beapplied 
an outboard motor,While reference to an outboard 
motoris made,it wilbe Seenthattheinvention may be 
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applicableto a boat havinganinboard motor,wherethe 
boat construction permits,The forward deck22,and 
siderais30and32forman opencockpitin whichseats 
34and36arearranged behinda steeringwheeland suit 
able other controls,notshown? 

In open cockpit boats of the typeiustrated,itis de 
sirabletoprovideatop whichmayactasasunshield,or 
protection from the weather,and forease in embarking 
or disembarking,itis desirable thatthe top be retract 
able,and whenretracted Serve a useful purpose?suchas 
a rear deck, - 

In orderto providearetractabletop,thereisshowna 
top member38 havingrearside members42and44,that 
are hingedasat40tothe top,The hingesmaybe ofthe 
Springtypetendingtomaintainthesidemembers42and 
44atrightanglesto the top38?the upperends ofthe 
Sidemembersabuttingthe underside ofthetopadjacent 
thesideedgesthereofto providerigiditybetweenthe side 
members and top when the side members depend per 
pendicularly from the top. 
Theforwardendofthetopisadaptedtobe detachably 

Supported upon the splash shiek frame by manualy 
shiftable pins 62and 64slidably disposedin blocks 65 
afxedtothe underside ofthetop?Thepinsareadapted 
to be projectedinto apertured lugs?61 and 63 project 
ingrearwardy ofthe splash shieldframe24,The1ower 
ends of the side members42and44are provided with 
two Spaced rolers,ridingin side trackways46and48. 
?ach ofthetrackways may be of channelformationwith 
inbentfanges49and51and be ofawidthtoreceivewith 
slight clearance,the two Spacedrolers 50 and 52jour 
naled on stub shafts53afxed to the lowerends ofthe 
Side members42and44. Each ofthe trackways have a 
forwardsubstantialy horizontalsection orportion 54 of 
alength longenough to adequately accommodate both 
rolers of each side member?The trackways have an 
intermediate inclined Section or portion 56,and a rear 
ward horizontalsection 58,Ina boathavingside wals 
17and19 which converge inwardytoward the bottom 
andattherear,theinclinedandrearwardportions ofthe 
trackways wil converge inwardlytoward each otheras 
necessarytowardthe rearthereofand haveaslighttwist 
asindicatedin FIGURE3?Each trackway wilbefas 
tened to ormounted upon the sidewals of the boatat 
suitablyspaced points,Itwilbeseenthat byreason of 
the hinged connection ofthe sidemembers42and44to thetop38,thelowerendsofthesidemembersmaymove 
inwardyastherolersfolowthetrackwaydown thein 
clinedandrearward portions ofthetrackwayS? 
AsindicatedinFIGURE1,thetop,whenreleasedfrom 

itsattachmenttothesplash shieldframe,isreadilyroled 
rearwardly on the trackway,the top shiftingfrom the 
horizontalpositionshowntothetited positionindicated 
at38?,andfnalyto the horizontalpositionindicatedat 
38”whereitispreferablyfushwith thesiderais39and 
32. Byprovidingrecess aperturesin the side members 
asat69,toreceive the pins62and 64,the forwardend 
ofthe topisrigidy Supported and becomesareardeck 
withsuficientrigidityto supporta person. 

?n FIGURES5and6,thereisshownaslightmodifca 
tion,whereinthetop138isfittedtoaboathavingnarrow 
side decking70and72which overiestheinwardyslop 
ing boatsides 74and 76,so that the channelmembers 
?46and ?48 may be mounted immediately under the 
decking79and 72attheirforward endsandtothe boat 
sidesattheirrearward ends,and both channelmembers 
wilieinverticalparalelforeandaftextendingplanes. 
In Sucha constructionthe topsidemembers142and144 
may berigidy afxed tothe top,substantialyatright 
anglesthereto. 

It wilbeappreciatedthatfortheroiersto rol freeky 
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within the channeltrackways,the channels have a width 
sightly greaterthan the roler diameter?By disposing 
the axisoftherearrolerofeach side slightyabovethe 
axis ofthe otherroll,the rearwardrollmay be caused to 
engage the upperfange of the trackway,while the for 
wardrolengagesthe lowerfange,whenthe forwardend 
ofthe topisafxed tothe splash shieldframe,eliminate 
any loose play between the rolersand trackway,Simi 
1arly loose play may be eliminated when the topis1ow 
ered toserve asa deck byattachingthe forwardend of 
the top to the side rais with the spaced rolers bearing 
oppositelyagainstthetrackwayfanges, 
Whie hinged connections between the top and side 

members have beenreferred toforaccommodatingtrack 
waysthatconverge,itwillbe appreciated thatsuchside 
members might have adegree of resilience to accommo 
date limited convergence ofthetrackways,therebyavoid 
ingthe necessity of hinges,In practice the top and side 
members maybeanintegralmolded unit offiberglascon 
struction,the top being provided with suficientstrength 
toserveasadeck, 
Whileasingle modification of the invention has been 

ilustrated and described,itisto be Understood thatthe 
inventionis not limited thereto?As various changesin 
the construction and arrangement may be made without 
departingfrom the spirit oftheinvention,as will beap 
parenttothose skiledintheart,referencewillbe hadto 
the appended claimsfora defnition of the limits ofthe 
invention? 

Whatisclaimedis: 
1?The combination of a boat havinga forward deck, 

side walsand side rais,andatransom defningarela 
tively open cockpitto the rear of side deck,a splash 
shieldframemountedonsaiddeck,apairoffacingtrack 
waysafixed tosaid sidewallsontheinside thereof,said 
trackwayseach having upperforward generaly horizon 
talportions disposedadjacenttoacentral portion ofthe 
respective opposite side rails,and intermediate down 
wardy inclined portions extending rearwardy merging 
into substantialy horizontal rearwardy extending por 
tionsterminatingadjacent the transom,andatop having 
opposed dependinglike side membersadjacent the rear 
thereof,Said side membersattheirlowerendseach hav 
ing Spacedrolers ridingin the respective oppositetrack 
ways,and meansfor detachably connectingthe forward 
end of Saidtopto Said splashguardframe,whenthetop 
isinforwardraised positionandservingasatop,andfor 
Securingtheforwardend ofthetoptothe opposedside 
rais,when in rearward lowered positionand servingas 
arear deckSubstantialyfushwith thesiderais. 
2?Atopaccessory fora boathavingaforward deck, 

a splashguardframethereonandsidewalsandrails?and 
atransom definingarelativelyopencockpittotherearof 
Said deck,apair of oppositelyfacingtrackwaysadapted 
to be afixed tosaid sidewalson theinside thereof,said 
trackwayseach havingforwardgeneraly horizontalpor 
tionsadaptedtobedisposedadjacenttoacentralportion 
of the respective opposite side rais,and intermediate 
downwardy inclined portions extending rearwardy 
merginginto Substantialy horizontalrearwardyextend 
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4 
ing portions adapted to terminateadjacent the transom, 
and a top having opposed dependinglike side members 
adjacent the rear thereof,said side members at their 
1owerends each havingspaced rollers ridingin the re 
spective opposite trackways,and means for detachably 
connecting the forward end of Said top to Said Splash 
guard frame,when in forward raised position and serv 
ingasatop,and forsecuringthe forwardend ofthe top 
tothe opposed siderails,whenin rearward1oweredposi 
tionandservingasareardecksubstantialyfush with the 
side rais? 
3.The combination ofa boat havinga forward deck, 

sidewalsand siderais,andatransom defningarelative 
1y open cockpitto the rear of said deck,apair offacing 
continuous trackways mounted inwardy of and upon 
Said side walls,havingforward uppergenerally horizon 
talportions,intermediate inclined portions and substan 
tially horizontalrearward lowerportionsterminatingad 
jacent the transom,anda rigid top having oppoSed de 
pendinglike side membersadjacenttherearthereof,said 
side membersattheirlowerendseach havingmeansrid 
ingin the respective opposite trackways, 
4,The combination ofa boathavingaforward deck, 

side walsandside rails,andatransom defninga rela 
tively open cockpitto the rear of said deck,a splash 
Shieklframe mountedon Saiddeck,apairoffacingtrack 
ways mountedinwardly ofsaidside walls,saidtrackways 
each having forward generaly horizontal portions and 
downwardy inclined portions extending rearwardy 
therefrom merging into substantialy horizontal rear 
wardy extending portion terminatingadjacent the tran 
Som,atop having opposed dependinglike side members 
adjacent the rear thereof,said side members at their 
1owerendseach havingtwo spacedrollers ridingin the 
respective opposite trackways,and meansfordetachably 
connecting the forward end of Said top to said splash 
guardframe,wheninforwardraised positionand serving 
asatop,andforsecuringthe forwardend ofthe topto 
the opposed siderais,wheninrearward1owered position 
andServingasareardeck substantiallyfiushwith theside 
rais? 
5,The combination setforthin claim 4,wherein the 

side walls of the boatinclineinwardy towardsthe bot 
tom thereofadjacentthetransom end,andin which por 
tions of the trackways converge towards one another 
rearwardly oftheforward portionsthereofin correspond 
ence with the incine of the side wals of the boat,and 
wherein the topside membersare hingedlyafxed tothe 
top toalowthe lowerendsofsaidsidememberstomove 
towardoneanotheruponshiftingthe sidemembersrear 
Wardyalongthe convergingportion oftrackways during 
shifting ofthe topto thereardeckformingposition, 
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