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This invention relates to certain new and use-
ful improvements in box and package handles
and has for its principal object the provision of
an improved construction of this character which
will be highly efficient in use and economical in
manufacture.

An important object of my invention is the
provision of a one-piece handle having a finger
guard which serves te provide a substantial bear-
ing face engagedble with the fingers of the hand
with the result that the handle is prevented from
injuring the hand as would otherwise result by
use of a handle in which the narrow edge bears
against the fingers during the carrying of the box
or package.

Another equally important object of the inven-
tion is the provision of a simple and convenient
arrangement for detachably connecting the han-
dle to the box or package.

A still further object of the invention is the °

provision of a handle which is constructed from
a, single sheet of material.

Vet another object of this invention is the
provision of a combined handle and box latch,
2 handle and box latch especially designed for
use in connection with foldable boxes such as is
shown and described in my application Serial No.
446,066, filed June 6, 1942, now matured into Pat-
ent No. 2,344,009,

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

The invention consists in the novel combina-
tion and arrangement of parts to be hereinafter
described and claimed.

The invention will be best understood by ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings showing
the preferred form of construction, and in which:

ig. 1 is a perspective view of a box showing
my combined handle and latch associated there-
with;

Fig. 2 is a side view of the handle and lateh
embodied in my invention;

Fig. 3 is a sectional detail view of the same
taken substantially on line 3—3 of Fig. 2;

Tig. 4 is a perspective view of a handle show-
ing a modified form of construction; and

Tig. 5 is a side view of the same.

The drawings illustrate the preferred form of
construction by which the several objects of my
invention are accomplished. In the connection,
reference being had particularly to Figs. 1 to 3
inclusive, the handle comprises an elongated bar
8 formed of such material as will best serve the
purpose. At opposite end portions of this bar
are tabs 11. Each of these tabs are split as at
i2 to provide tab portions I3 and 14 which are
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to be bent in opposite direction when associated
with a box in the manner hereinafter set forth.
As shown the tab portion 13 is of a greater area
than that of the portion {4 and the score 15
thereof is preferably heavier than that of the
score of the tab 14. The arrangement being such
that as it is desirable to bend the tab portion 13
toward the edge defining the open side of the box
cover it is well to provide ample bearing surface
between the tab portion i3 and the box to prevent
rupturing of the box material. The heavy score
is desirable so as to prevent a sharp bend as dis~
tinguished from a. round one.

The ends I8’ of the bar project slightly beyond
the tab portion 1. This provides bearing sur-
faces at the opposite ends of the bar {0 and the
box.

Formed integrally with the bar 10, intermediate
the opposite ends thereof, is a neck 16. Extend-
ing upwardly from this neck 16 is a handle por-
tion {1. This handle portion may be of any de-
sirable shape and formed of such material as will
best serve the purpose. It is provided with a cut-
out 18 through which the fingers of the hand
are projected when grasping the handle !71. -

A finger guard 19 is provided. The guard {9
is connected to the intermediate or bight portion
of the handle portion 1T by means of a tongue 20.
At opposite ends of the guard there are provided
extensions or fingers 21 which limit the move-
ment of the guard with respect to the handle
portion 11,

The combined handle and latch is associated
with a box 20’ of the type shown in my Patent
No. 2,102,497, dated December 14, 1937. This as-
sociation is brought about by passing the handle
portion |7 through the slot 22 formed in a wall of
the bottom of the box and through a cut-out 23
formed in the wall 24 of the cover 26 of the hox.
In the wall of the bottom of the box, adjacent
the wall 24 of the cover 25, and in the wall 24 are
provided aligned slots 26’ through which the tabs
{1 are projected with the bar (0 positioned be-
neath the wall of the bottom of the box. The
tab portions are then bent to flatly engage the
wall 24 with the tab portion {3 bent opposite to
the tab portion (4 and in a direction toward the
edge of the cover defining the opening of the box.

With the handle then in place the user now po-
sitions the finger guard in place. This is ac-
complished by first bending the guard {9 from its
position flush with the handle portion {7. The
guard is then turned to a horizontal position as
shown in Fig. 3, into engagement witth the edge
26 of the handle portion 11, and with the finger
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21 in limiting engagemen: with the adjacent side
of the handle portion 17. In this position of the
guard, the tengue 2§ will he slightly buckled to
permit the guard to flatly engage the edge 26.
In its horizontal position the guard serves to pro-
tect the handle and to make the carrying of the
hoX more comfortabie to the carrier.

To complete this handle and latch I provide
intermediate score lines 27 which permit the
upper porticniofithe handle to be bent at-right
angle with respect to the lower portion thereof to
facilitate storage of the handle and the box. To
facilitate shipping the box with the handle at-

tached the handle may be bent on a scove ling-28 -

upon the fop wall 24,

In Figs. ¢ and 5 I have Hustrated: a-nrodifed
form of construction which will. now. be de-
scribed.

The handle 28, as illustrated in Figs. 4:and-54s .

formed from a single sheet of material and com-
prises:oppvosite:limb portions-38randian: intern
diate portion: 31! As in the caseof the-handie il-
lustrated-in Pigs. 1 40 -3 inelusive the handle:28
comprises. s finger guard: 32 of:a.censtruction
similar - to: ther finger- guard. {3:. similar: parts
thereof: being: designated: by similar- reference
characters.

The-dimb portions 88iare bent back: upon them-
selves;: to: provide: aligned:- hooks. 34 which:
adapted-toreceive:ascord or:string 85-0f a-ho3

Therlim} - portions-36: arealso each: provided
with-hooks 37 at-itsside dikewisesto.receive azcord
or string 38 when it is-moresconvenient to dorso
than- to-hooki the: cord -or: string: 355 through:
hooks: 38 These hooks: may - bec in- the- fon
showm dn:the-drawings orsuch other form ARSIV
best serve the purpose. .

Elther pair.of hooks 34romEF meay be utilized:to
receive-thei:cord orm string: of ‘the:box. - The- pair
of hooks:not soshooked: tostha cord oristring:may
be-used for:the:purpeserof having small’ packs
ages-or:-the.iike suspended therefrom..

Whilé:Tshave illustrated and-describied the. pre=

ferred :formy.of;construection for carrying my in-
vention into: effect, thisyis-capable-of: varintion
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and modification without departing from the
spirit of the invention. I, therefore, do not wish
to be limited to the precise details of construction
set forth. but desire to avail myself of such varia-
tions and modifications as come within the scope
of the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to protect by Letters
Patent is: }

Athandle for a:-box orlike articler-comprising a
kody having an intermediate portion, a finger
guard of elongated formation, a hinge connection
between the guard and the intermediate portion
and.adapted to be flexed in g direction relative
to the intermediate portion to permit the guard
to-be:moved to a position beneath the interme-
diate portion with the intermediate portion dis-
posed centrally with respect to the opposite long
edges:of the guard, said guard having at opposite
ends thereof laterally extending fingers, said
body- having: oppositely disposed:notehes formed
therein for-the- reception of said fingers: when
said guard.is- disposed flush:with :respeet. to-the
intermediate. portion; and said fingers-adapted to
movefrom-engagement in said notehes. when said
guard is moved into a horizontal position: be~
neath the: intermediate portion  and-to engage
a&jacent . portions: of said body to limit move-
ment of:the guard. into said ‘horizontal position
beneath said intermediateportion..
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