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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ISAAC S. NORTON, OF MANGUM, OKLAHOMA TERRITORY. 
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To all, whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ISAAC. S. NORTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Man 
gum, in the county of Greer and Territory of 
Oklahoma, have invented a new and useful 
Top-Prop for Buggies; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
The invention relates to top-props for bug 

gies. 
When the top of a buggy is in its rear fold 

ed position, its whole weight is supported by 
the rear bow thereof resting against a stud Or 
projection from the buggy-seat back. The 
continual jolting of the buggy in use tends to 
bend this bow and to otherwise have a ruin 
ous effect upon the buggy-top. 
The main objects of the present invention 

are to provide an improved device simple in 
construction, cheap of manufacture, and effi 
cient in use, whereby the rear bow of the 
buggy is strengthened at the point where it 
is subjected to the greatest strain and means 
are provided for interposing a cushion be 
tween the rear bow and its supporting-stud to 
take up the jar caused by the continual jolt 
ing of the buggy. 
To this end a convenient embodiment of 

the invention comprises the construction and 
arrangement of parts hereinafter described, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
and particularly pointed out in the claims 
hereto attached. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva 
tion of a buggy body and top, showing the 
application thereto of my improved form of 
prop. Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevation of 
the device. Fig. 3 is a detail view of the 
main body portion thereof, and Fig. 4 is a de 
tail view of a sliding U-shaped member form 
ing a part of the device and hereinafter re 
ferred to. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, where 
in like reference characters designate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views, 
1 designates the rear bow of the buggy-top, 
pivoted at 2 to the support 3, which is secured 
to the body 4, 5 designates the main body 
portion of the device, constructed from mal 
leable iron or similar material in the form of a 
sleeve 6 of approximately circular form in 
cross-section and open at its top for the re 
ception of the rear bow 1, to which it is firmly 
secured by bending the sides 7 thereof tightly 

around the bow after the same has been in 
serted within the sleeve. From the material 
forming the bottom of the sleeve 6 are struck 
out portions 8 and 9, which are bent down at 
right angles to the sleeve in parallel relation 
to form guides for a U-shaped member 10, 
mounted to slide therebetween. The mate 
rial forming the sides of the sleeve midway 
between the ends thereof is removed at 11, 
and a transverse member 12 is riveted or 
otherwise suitably secured at this point to 
the material forming the bottom of the 
sleeve. This transverse member 12 is formed 
with a reduced curved central portion 13 to 

sleeve and with squared lateral projecting 
portions 14, terminating in screw-threaded 
portions 15. 
The arms of the U-shaped member 10, 

which are arranged to extend up toward the 
sleeve and at opposite sides thereof, are pro 
vided with elongated slots 16, which are 
adapted to be engaged by the squared port 
tions 14 of the transverse member 12, and 
nuts 17 engage the screw-threaded portions 
15, so that the U-shaped member 10 is se 
curely held in operative position and its slid 
ing movement limited. The member 10 is 
normally held at the limit of its downward 
movement, as shown in Fig. 2 of the draw 
ings, by a coil-spring 18, which is arranged 
between the portions 8 and 9, one end of the 
spring bearing against the bottom of the 
sleeve and the other end against the portion 
19 of the U-shaped member. 
The sleeve is so clamped to the rear bow 

that when the buggy-top is folded back the 
portion 19 of the U-shaped member will rest 
against a stud or projection 20, extending 
from the buggy-seat back, and thus forms a 
yielding support therefrom, whereby the vi 
bration caused by the movement of the 
buggy-body is taken up by the Spring and not 
transmitted to the buggy-top. The sides 7 
of the sleeve are formed with cut-out por 
tions 21 and 22, so that they may be bent to 
snugly engage the bow. 

It will be understood that various changes 
in the construction and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter described may be made without 
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 
What I claim is 
1. In a device of the class described, a 

main body portion formed of a single piece of 
1 malleable material and comprising a sleeve 
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open at the top and adapted to receive and to 3. In a device of the class described, a 
be clamped to a buggy-bow by bending the i sleeve provided with downwardly-depending 2 o' 
sides thereof around said bow, and portions 
struck out from the material of the sleeve and 
spaced apart and arranged at right angles 
thereto and a sliding yieldable member asso 
ciated with the main body portion. 

2. In a device of the class described, a 
sleeve provided with spaced parallel portions 
depending downwardly therefrom and por 
tions projecting laterally from opposite sides 
of said sleeve, a U-shaped member mounted 
to slide between the downwardly-depending 
parallel portions and provided with slots for 
engagement with the laterally - projecting 
portions and a spring interposed between the 
lower portion of the U-shaped member and 
the bottom of the sleeve. 

having its opposite ends 

guide portions, a sliding U-shaped member 
mounted for movement between said guide 
portions and the arms, said U-shaped mem 
ber being disposed at opposite sides of the 
sleeve, and a coil-spring arranged within the downwardly-depending guide portions and 

bearing against the 
bottom of the sleeve and the U-shaped mem 
ber respectively. 

In testimony whereof I have hereto affixed 
my signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

ISAAC. S. NORTON. 
Witnesses: 

GRAY HousTON, 
S. BUSBY. 
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