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;. This invention relates to ‘new‘and useful im-

provements and structural refinements in key “-

cases, and the principal object of the invention
is to provide a device of the ‘character, heréin
described, which may be conveniently and effec-
tively employed for holding and ejecting a plu-
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rality of keys, preferably separated into two

groups or ‘sets, said sets of keys being inde-
pendently and selectively ‘accessible by opening
suitable fastening flaps with which the key case
dis:provided. . : o
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By virtue of this arrangement, a set of auto-

mobile keys, for example, may be positioned in
one compartment of the key case, while a set
of house or office keys may be similarly positioned
in another compartment of the case, so that the
appropriate key may he easily and quickly selected
when required, without the necessity of inspect-
ing all the keys, as is usually the occurrence
when key cases of conventional designs are being
employed.

A further object of the invention is to provide a
key case which is simple in construction, pleas-
ing in appearance, and in which the keys may
be easily applied or removed.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
key case which will not easily become damaged,
which will readily lend itself to economical man-
ufacture, and which is otherwise well adapted for
the purpose for which it is intended.

With the above more important objects in view
and such other objects as may become apparent
as this specification proceeds, the invention con-
sists essentially of the construction and arrange-
ment of parts as shown in the accompanying
drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the invention,
showing one of the flaps thereof unfastened;

Figure 2 is a plan view of the key case in the
fastened position;

Tigure 3 is an exploded view showing the vari-
ous components from which the invention is
formed; and

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view, taken sub-
stantially in the plane of the line 4—4 of Figure 2.

Tike characters of reference are used to des-
ignate like parts in the specification and through-
out the several views.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings
in detail, the invention consists of a key case
designated generally by the reference character
{0, the same preferably being formed from
leather, or the like, and embodying in its con-
struection a pair of juxtaposed side members 11,
i2 provided at the relatively opposite edges
thereof with bendable flaps 13, |4 respectively.
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" Hach of the members {f, 12 consists of a pair
of juxtaposed laminations, namely, the outer
lamination I3 and the inner lamination 16, the
oliter lamination of each member being rigidly
secured to the inner lamination in any suitable
manner, as for example, by the line 'of stitching

T, It will be observed that the laminations are

shaped so as to facilitate integral formation of

‘the members {1, 12 with the respective flaps 13, 14. -
- The flaps 13, {4 are provided with female snap

fastener members 8 which coact with male

‘fastener member- 18 -provided on the main body
“portion of the members {1, 12. However, matters

‘als'so arranged that the female fastener on the
flap of each member will codet with -the male
fastener on the remaining member, as is best
illustrated in the accompanying Figure 4.

A pair of flexible dividing strips 28, 21 are
each secured at one end thereof to one of the
side members (i1, 12), while the other ends of
the strips are secured to the remaining of the
two side members. In other words, one end of
the strip 28 is secured to the inner lamination (6
of the member | by means of the male fastener
19, while one end of the strip 21 is similarly se-
cured to the inner lamination 16 of the member
12 by the second male fastener.

The remaining end of the strip 20 is secured by
means of the female fastener 18 between the
laminations 15, 16 of the member {2, while the
remaining end of the strip 21 is similarly secured
petween the laminations of the member (i. It
will be observed that the laminations {6 are
formed with suitable slots 22, whereby the entry
of this strip between the inner and outer lami-
nations is faciiltated.

It will also be noted that the members (1, 12
are spaced one from the other and that the strips
20, 2i are doubled upon themselves, as it were,
50 as to separate or divide the space existing be-
tween the members t1, §2 into a pair of com-
partments 23, 24, adapted to receive a set or
group of keys 25, 26 respectively.

Wach set of keys is retained in position by
means of suitable securing elements 27 of con-
ventional type and each comprising an internally
threaded screw member 2§ and a coacting exter-
nally threaded serew member 23, as will be clear-
1y apparent. Each of the securing elements 21
extends through suitable apertures 30 formed in
the spaced side members {1, 12.

When the invention is placed in use, the strips
20, 2¢ will function as effective dividers, so 1o
speak, for separating the two groups or sets of
keys in the case, the keys in the two groups being
independently and selectively accessible by the
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unfastening of the appropriate flap (13, 1), sub-
stantially as shown in Pigure 1.

It is believed that the advantages and use of
the invention will be clearly apparent from the
foregoing disclosure and accordingly, further de-
scription thereof at this point is deemed un-
necessary. :

While in: the foregoing there has been shown
and described the preferred émbodiment of
this invention it is to be understood that minor
changes in the details of construction, combing-
tion and arrangement of parts may be resorted to
without- departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as claimed.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. In a key case, the combination of & pair of
loosely connected side walls adapted to be spread:

apart from a closed to an open position, a flap
pravided on. one of said walls and bendable over
the second wall, coacting fastensrs on said second
wall and on said flap for retaining the case in
its closed position, a key supporting and ejecting
strip formed from flexible material aid. having
a substantially U-shaped configuration, said strip
being disposed hetween said walls, one end of the
strip being secured to said second wall and its
remaining end being secured to said flap, and a
key mounting element extending through said
walls at a remote point from said strip, whereby
keys positioned on said element may be engaged
by the bight portion of said. strip and thereby
prejected outwardly from the case upon opening
of said flap and spreading of said walls.
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2. The device as defined in claim 1 wherein the
ends of said strap are secured to said second wall
and to said flap by said fasteners.

3. The device as defined in claim 1 wherein
sald flap consists of inner and outer laminations
secured together at the marginal edges thereof,
the inner lamination being formed with a slot,
said strip extending through said slot and being
secured to the fastener on said flap, whereby an
end portion of the strip is disposed between and
protectively enclosed by said laminations.
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