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Group I: is drawn to a building article comprising: a plurality of thin overlaying fiber cement substrate layers, each of said overlaying
fiber cement substrate layer is bonded to an adjacent overlaying substrate layer thereby forming a fiber cement matrix; and a plurality of
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, thc
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matrix to reduce the density of the fiber cement matrix such that the cumulative volume of the air voids is greater than 3% of the volume
of the fiber cement matrix, said air voids having an average diameter greater than 20 microns.

Group . is drawn to a fiber cement formufation, comprising: a hydraulic binder; cellulose fibers; and an air entrainment agent, said air
entrainment agent comprises 0.1 %-2% by weight.

Group Wk is drawn to a method of entraining air in a fiber cement panel comprising multiple averlays of substrate layers, the methad
comprises: creating air bubbles in an aqueous fiber cement slurry; depositing said fiber cement slurry as thin fiber cement films on a
plurality of sieve cylinders that are rotated through the fiber cement slurry, wherein the air bubbles are distributed uniformly in the thin
fiber cement films; transferring a series of sequential layers of the thin fiber cement films to a belt so as to build a thicker fiber cement
layer; removing water from the thicker fiber cement layer; and curing said thicker fiber cement layer,

The inventions listed in the above-mentioned groups do not retate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because,
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or comesponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Groups |-t lack unity of invention, because even thaugh the inventions of these groups require the technical features of fiber cement
and entrained air, these technical features are not special technical features as they do not make a contribution over the prior art in view
of US 5,002,620 A1 to King, which discioses fiber cement (col 1, In 38-44; abstract) and entrained air (col 3, In 13-16).

Groups | and 1) lack unity of invention, because even though the inventions of these groups require the tachnical features of a plurality of -
thin overtaying fiber cement substrate layers and entrained air bubbles, these technical features are not special technical features as
they do not make a contribution over the prior art in view of US 5,002,620 A1 to King, which disclases plurality of thin averlaying fiber
cement substrate layers (col 4, in 17-19; abstract; figure 1) and entrained air bubbles (col 3, In 9-12).

Groups I-ilf therefore lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical feature.
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