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To all whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GUSTAVUS R. ALDEN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Cam 
bridge, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Portable Book 
Racks, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had therein to the ac companying drawings. 
Myinvention is designed to provide an im 

proved form of portable shelf adapted as a 
support for books and the like, and I have 
aimed to make it of simple construction, so 
as to be economical to make and at the same 
time perfectly well adapted for spaces of dif 
ferent lengths and including as one of its 
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novel features vertical partitions or supports 
adapted to be used at the ends of the shelf or 
in any intermediate position to support the 
books carried by the shelf. 
In carrying out my invention I provide a 

suitable base-plate and adjustably supported 
thereon end and intermediate partitions ex 
tending vertically from the base-plate and 
supported thereon adjustably, so as to render 
it possible to move the partitions into any 
position within the limit of the length of the 
base-plate, and its adjustment is secured in 
the simplest manner, so as to render it possi 
ble for any one, even a child, to make th adjustment. 
In the accompanying drawings I have shown 

in Figure 1 a front elevation of the shelf em 
bodying my improvement. In Fig. 2 is shown 
an end view of the shelf. Fig. 3 shows the de 
tail. Fig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4.4, 
Fig.1, of a part of the base-plate. Fig. 5 is a 
perspective view of the shelf. 
In the figures the base-plate is shown at 

A, and this may be made of a proper length 
of a single piece, or it may be spliced, as here 
inafter described. The ends are preferably 
ornamented in a suitable manner, and on each 
edge I make a series of holes a, preferably 
central of the thickness of the board. I may 
strip the edges where the holes are with metal, 
and this will serve to protect the edges against 
tundue wear. The vertical partitions which 
I use to divide the base-plate into sections I 
show at B, and these are made of a width equal to the base-plate and rest directly upon 
the surface of the base-plate. Adjustably se 

cured to each outer edge of the partitions B 
are spring-plates b, secured to the edges of 
the partitions by screws c, passing through 
elongated openings d in the spring-plates. 
These plates extend down below the bottom 
of the partitions and terminate in an exten 
sion running at right angles to the plate, 
forming a T. The horizontal portion of the 
arm is provided with two projections or studs 
on its inner face, as shown at f, and these 
studs are adapted to register with the holes 
in the edges of the base-plate. It will be 
seen that the base-plates by reason of the 
elongated slots therein may be adjusted 
easily to bring the projections f properly in 
line with the openings in the edge of the 
base-plate, and as the spring-plates are se 
cured at their upper ends to the vertical par 
titions the lower ends may be easily sprung 
out either to engage or disengage the projec 
tions with the openings, and thus the Vertical 
partitions may be readily attached or de 
tached. I provide a spring-plate preferably 
on each edge of the vertical partition, but it 
will be seen that the plates on one edge may, 
if desired; be rigid and the plates on the 
other edge only be made of spring material. 
It will be seen that these vertical partitions 
may be used in any number and may be util 
ized in connection with shelves where it is 
desired to support the books at intervals or 
where only a few books are used and the rest 
of the shelf remains vacant. The partitions 
are very readily applied and require no skill 
to attach or detach them or to adjust them. 
Where it is desired to make the base-board 

of two pieces, my invention provides for a 
very secure connection at the joint. In such 
case I make holes in the end of one part of 
the base-plate and provide dowel-pins g in 
the other end, which engage these openings, 
and then directly above the joint I place a 
vertical partition, with the spring-plates ex 
tending down therefrom, the projections 
therein engaging each a hole in the adjacent 
end of the two parts of the base-plate, and 
thus the connection is made very secure 
against undue strain. 

I do not limit myself as to the manner of 
making the spring-plates, as these may be 
made in any suitable Way best Suited to ac 
complish the end in view. 
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What I claim is- nection, plates carried by said partitions and 
1. In combination, the base-plate having a crossing the line of junction on each edge of 15 

series of openings in each side edge thereof, a the base - plate and projections from said 
transverse partition adapted to rest upon the plates engaging openings in the adjacentends 

5 base-plate, and a movable plate under Spring of the joined base-plate, substantially as de 
tension secured to each end of said partition scribed. 
having a T-shaped lower end and projections In testimony whereof I affix my signature 20 
on said end spaced a ity apart adapted in presence of two witnesses. 
to engage the openings and support the par- r. A Wr 

Io tition, substantially as described. GUSTAVUS R. ALDEN. 
2. In combination, a base-plate made in Witnesses: 

parts connected together by dowels and open- ALFRED R. YARDLEY, 
ings and a partition above the point of con- JOSEPH A. NOBLE. 

  


