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This invention relates to attachments for receptacles
and has particular reference to a guard or shield especial-
ly adapted for use with paint containers or similar re-
ceptacles. :

One of the principal objects of the invention is to
provide a receptacle attachment which is unitary and
which embodies an inverted conical-shaped guard or
shield which is adapted to be detachably secured to paint
containers and the like when open for use during mixing,
stirring or pouring the material in the containers, which
attachment may be economically produced in quantity,
shipped or stored in flattened condition, and quickly and
easily set up for use.

Another object of the inmvention is to provide such
an attachment which is so constructed as to permit mixing
or stirring of the material in the container without the
material depositing in the top rim of the container, drip-
ping on the sides or splashing about the ambient area
of the container.

It is a further object of the invention to provide such
an attachment for paint containers or the like which sub-
stantially increases the capacity of such containers making
it possible to add additional materials or substances to the
material, liquid or substances already in the container.

A still further object of the invention is to provide
such an attachment having interlocking elements for en-
gaging end portions forming the inverted conical-shaped
guard or shield which provide a secure engagement which
will not be accidentally separated during use.

A further object of the invention is to provide such
an attachment which is readily adapted for use with
varying diameters of containers, which is positive in oper-
ation, highly durable and serviceable.

Still another object of the invention is to provide such
a container attachment which facilitates scraping off paint
material from a paint brush and diverts same towards
the central position of the attachment thereby preventing
waste of paint material. ) .

An additional object is to provide such a container
attachment having- an upstanding arc-like projection so
constructed as to facilitate pouring materials out of the
container,

It is also an object of the invention to provide such
an attachment with an arc-like shaped cutaway which
prevents trapping the material in a container during
pouring.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following description, the accompany-
ing drawings and the appended claims.

Reference is made to the drawings which illustrate a
preferred embodiment of the invention and in which like
parts are designated by the same numerals.

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a conventional type
of paint container and paint brush, some portions of the
container being broken away for clarity of illustration,
showing a form of attachment in place thereon and con-
structed in accordance with the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of an attachment of the
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-invention showing the ends thereof secured into posifion;

and :
Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the blank from which an
attachment of the invention is formed.

Referring in detail to the drawing, with particular refer-
ence to Fig. 1, it will be seen that the conventional paint
container or paint can illustratively shown is designated
by the reference character A, and includes a customary
annular top seal structure or ring B seamed or soldered
onto its upper edge. The annular top or ring structure
B of the container may be provided with a sealing groove
or indent C which is formed within the area of the an-
nular top adjacent to the periphery of the container A,
for receiving a conventional snap-on lid or cover (not
shown). The top of the inner side of the groove or
indent C may be bent back or turned over, forming the
closure edge D which- provides a means for removably
affixing the unitary attachment E of the present invention
to the container A.

In an embodiment of the present invention, the con-
tainer A of the foregoing construction, has removably
associated with it, a unitary container attachment gener-
ally designated by the letter E which desirably consists
of a shield or guard unit of the form illustrated in Fig. 3
and which is set forth in detail. The attachment E is
constructed from a relatively stiff but bendable sheet ma-

" terial such as cardboard and as shown in Fig. 2 consists

of a body portion or flat panel 10 made of a single blank
of generally arcuate configuration, at one of whose end
portions are connected projection, flap or tongue portions
or tabs 11, each of which is adapted to be bent inwardly
along the dotted lines 12 for use or remain flat or in
alignment with panel 10 for shipment. The terminal
end or outer edge portions of the flap portions or tabs 11
are terminally cut-away or rounded at 13 so that the end
width of the free edge of the tabs 11 will be less than
the width of the engaging slots in the panel 10 herein-
after described.

The panel 10, as viewed in Fig. 3, also has relatively
narrow spaced apart kerfs or slots 14 and 14’ so that
the tabs 11 may, when the bending over is accomplished
as shown in Figs. 1-and 2, be passed through the slots
14 to form a secure engagement which will not be acci-
dentally separated.

On the side of panel 10, forming the upper marginal
edge 15 thereof, there is provided an arcuately shaped
extension .16, which facilitates pouring material from
the container A, as for example, into another container -
or receptacle, when the attachment E is in the position
shown in Fig. 1. Moreover, to prevent trapping of the
material in the container during such pouring, there is
also provided an arcuately shaped cutaway 17 on the
lower marginal edge 18 of panel 10, as shown in Fig. 3.

The spacing of the lines 12 from the kerfs 14 and 14’
is such that when the blank or section is bent into its
frusto-conical condition illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, the
outside diameter at the lower or smaller end is less than
the inside diameter of the mouth of the container A or
the inside diameter of the edge D. On the other hand,
the outside diameter at the top or large end of the guide
is greater than the inside diameter of the mouth of the
container at the edge D. Consequently, when the guide
is inserted into the mouth of the container it will fric-
tionally engage the edge of the motith on a line inter-
mediate the top and bottom of the guide. As clearly
illustrated in Fig. 1, the cutaway 17 formed in the mar-
ginal edge 18 extends toward the extension 16 and the
top of the cutaway is arranged close to, but short of, the
line of engagement between the pouring guide and the
mouth at D so that no substantial amount of liquid in
the container will be trapped between that portion of the
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guide which extends into the container and the walls of
the container during pouring of liquid from the container.

By folding or bending the panel 10 into a circular
position so that the tabs 11 will pass into the kerfs or
slots 14 and 14’ and become securely engaged there-
with, the inverted conical-shaped guard or shield attach-
ment of this invention may be placed in the position shown
in Fig. 1 and may be detachably secured to paint con-
tainers or the like by slight hand pressure exerted on the
top marginal edge 15 after the conventional 1lid has been
removed from the container. It has been found that
when the attachment of this invention is thus pressed
substantially in the upper portion of a container such
as a paint can as shown in Fig. 1, that the body portion
of panel 10 frictionally engages the circular closure edge
D, thereby satsifactorily detachably securing the attach-
ment to the container.

In this manner the capacity of the container is sub-
stantially increased by the attachment of this invention,
facilitating mixing, blending or thinning of the material
in the container without the material or adequate addi-
tions thereto depositing in the conventional groove or in-
dent or splashing or dripping on the sides or surround-
ing area of the container. In addition, the arcuately
shaped extension 16 permits pouring of the material in
the container without spilling, while the arcuately shaped
cutaway 17 on the lower marginal edge of the attachment
prevents trapping or blocking the material in the con-
tainer during pouring. By employing a cheap cardboard
or paper board material, the attachment may be used
once and discarded, but, if desired, may be used effec-
tively a number of times without noticeable deterioration.

The flat portion of the top or upper marginal edge of
the attachment as shown in Fig. 1, provides a suitable
scraper edge for removing excess paint material from
the paint brush F, the excess paint material, because of
the inverted conical shape of the attachment, being di-
verted towards the central portion of the attachment into
the container, thereby preventing waste of paint material.

It will accordingly be seéen that the invention provides
2 unitary attachment of simple construction for containers
or similar articles, which can be quickly and easily formed
from a single blank and which includes a highly suitable
arc-like projection for pouring materials such as paint.
The attachment is well adapted to mass production, since
the cutting operation on the blank can be carried out
in a simple and continuous manner by die-stamping oper-
ations from suitable sheet stock, the wastage of stock
being reduced to a minimuni. It will also be noted that

the blank is of such configuration as to provide suitable &

space for advertising material if desired. In addition to
these advantages, the attachment before use, may be main-
tained in a flat condition requiring minimum space for
storage and shipping when empty.

While the article herein described constitutes a pre- !

ferred embodiment of the invention, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to this precise
article, and that changes may be made therein without
departing from the scope of the invention which is de-
fined in the appended claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A device of the class described comprising a hollow,
frusto-conical pouring guide adapted to be inserted into
the mouth of a liquid-containing container, the smaller
end of the pouring guide having an outside diameter
smaller than the diameter of said mouth and the larger
end having an outside diameter larger than the diameter
of said mouth whereby when the guide is inserted it will
frictionally engage the mouth on an external line inter-
mediate the small end and the large end of the pouring
guide, said guide having a cutaway or recess in the edge
of the small end thereof, said cutaway or recess extend-
ing toward the large end and terminating close to but
short of said line whereby no substantial volume of
liquid in the container will be trapped between the guide
and said container during pouring of liquid from said
container through said guide, said guide having an exten-
sion on the edge at the large end thereof arranged in
alignment with the cutaway and forming a pouring lip
or spout.

2. A device of the class described comprising a gen-
erally arcuate section of stiff, bendable sheet material
adapted to be bent into generally frusto-conical form,
kerfs in said section adjacent ome end thereof, tabs at
the other end of said section insertable through the kerfs
to hold said section in frusto-conical condition, said sec-
tion when bent being adapted to be inserted into the
mouth of a container and having an outside diameter
at the smaller end thereof which is smaller than the diam-
eter of the mouth and an outside diameter at the larger
end thereof which is larger than the diameter of said
mouth so that when inserted said section will frictionally
engage the mouth on a line intermediate the large and
small ends thereof, there being an arcuate cutaway in
the marginal edge of said section at the small end thereof
extending toward the large end, said cutaway terminat-
ing close to but short of said line whereby no substantial
amount of liquid will be trapped between said section
and the container during pouring from said container,
said section having an extension on the edge at the large
end thereof arranged in alignment with the cutaway and
forming a pouring lip or spout.
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