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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

CHARLES T. SCHOEN, OF ALLEGHENY, PENNSYLVANIA.
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éPECIFICATION forming part of I;étﬁers Patent No. 497,134, dated May 9, 1893,
Application filed January 11, 1893, Serial No, 458,022, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES T. SCHOEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Al-
legheny, in the county of Allegheny and State
of Pennsylvania,have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Posts for Lefter-
Boxes and other Purposes, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exaect description.

The primary object of this invention is to
furnish a post or pedestal for street letter
boxes in accordance with the requirements of
the United States Post Office Depariment,
but, as will presently appear, the principle of
the invention is applicable to posts for other
purposes. :

Theinvention consists,inits preferredform,
of a post made in two parts, of sheet or plate
steel, fitted togetherlongitudinally, with reed-
ings at the joints, and also provided with in-
termediate reedings in order to render the
post symmetrical and,also, at the same time,
to increase its strength and stiffen it,all as I
will proceed now more particularly to set
forth and finally claim.

Inthe accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, in the several figures of which
like parts are similarly designated, Figure 1
is an elevation. Fig.2 is a cross-section,
taken in the plane of line x—, Fig. 1, look-
ing downwardly. Fig. 8 is a vertical section
of the lower portion of the post, taken in the
plane of line y—y, Fig. 2; and Fig.4isa ver-
tical section of the upper end of the post.

The preferred form of post is composed of
two tapering sections, a, b. The section ¢
has its longitudinal edges provided with out-
wardly-projecting beads ¢ terminating in in-
wardly-projecting flanges d; and the section
b has its edges provided with the inwardly-
projecting beads e and the outwardly-pro-
jecting flanges f,; and adjacent to these in-
wardly-projecting beads ¢ are the outwardly-
projecting beads g. The flanges d interlock
with the flanges f within the beads e, and
when the post is thus assembled the two beads
¢ and g are arranged alongside of oneanother
and have the appearance of reeding. Other
reedings 7t and % are provided on the sections
@ and b, respectively, between their jointing
beads for the purpose of symmetry, and also

for the purpose common to that of the beads
¢, e, g, of strengthening or stiffening the post.

The parts of the posts may be struek upin
dies or otherwise formed, separately, and
when formed, they may be united by slip-
ping one upon the other longitudinally.

The post may be buried in the earthin any
suitable manner and, being hollow, its lower
end is adapted to receive a wooden anchor
device, or any other anchoring device may be
applied to it. I prefer to surround the post
on.the earth line with acollar orflange %, and
this collar or flange may be bolted to the post
or may be secured thereto by indenting the
same, ag indicated at ! in Fig. 3.

In order to adapt the post to receive a let-
ter box, its upper .end is provided with a
flanged collar m to which the letter box may
be bolted; and this flanged collar may be se-
cured to the post by bolts or by indentations,
as indicated at n, in Fig. 4.

Obviously, the flange or collar m, that is to
say, the upper terminal of the post, may be
of such construction as the purpose for which
the post is designed may require. Forexam-
ple, a hitching post wonld have a suitable
head and rings; and a post designed for other
uses would be supplied with such parts as are
necessary to adapt it for that purpose.

I prefer to construct my post and its sev-
eral parts by pressing the same from plate or
sheet steel; but I do not wish to limit my in-
vention in the construction of posts to that
material and that mode of construction, as it
is-obvious that a sectional post of the con-
struction herein deseribed may be made by
casting. It is also within my invention to
cast the collars or flanges & and m and apply
them to a pressed-steel or cast post; and
hence, while I specifically claim as of thisin-
vention a pressed-steel post I do not thereby
restrict my invention to that one way of pro-
dueing it.

‘While I prefer to make the post in two sec-
tions it isobvious thatit may be made in more
than two sections and similarly jointed.

What I claim is—

1. A pressed-steel post divided longitudi-
nallyinto a number of sections and provided
with reedings on the edges of such sections
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which interlock to connect the said several
sectiong, substantially as described.

2. A post composed of a number of longi-
tudinal sections having interlocking reedings
on theedges of such seetions to conneet the

said several sections, substantially as de-

scribed.
3. A post composed of a number of longi-

tudinal sections provided with reedings on:

their edges, such reedings having interlock-
ing flanges, and intermediate reedings dis-

posed on such sections, substantlally as de-

seribed.
4. A hollow sectional post, having longi-
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tudinal reedings on the edges of its sections,
provided with interlocking flanges, substan-
tially as described.

5. A hollow sectional post composed of a
number of sections having interlocking reed-
ings on their edges, combined with a bottom
flange and a top piece, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 7th day of January, A. D.1893.

CHARLES T. SCHOEN.

‘Witnesses:

‘Wu. H. SCHOEN,
FRrRANCIS G. GALLAGHER.
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