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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 118,278, dated August 22, 1871. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beitknown that we, WILLIAMS.ROBERTs and 

EGBERTH.FISKE, of East Greenwich,in the coun 
ty of Kent and State of Rhode Island, have invent 
ed certain Improvements in Signal-Lanterns, of 
which the following is a specification: 
Our invention relates more especially tolanterns 

used on railway trains and for other signal pur 
poses; and its nature consists in making the lan 
tern with two globes, one above the other, the 
lower one being a duplicate, except in color, of 
the upper one, but in a reversed position, the whole 
being hung on sliding pivots formed on the ends 
of the bail, the lamp inside being hung on pivots 
so as to retain its proper position when the globes 
are reversed; the object being to provide a lan 
term that can be changed instantly from a white 
light to a colored one or from one color to an 
other. - 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the lantern. 
Fig. 2 is the same with one of the globes re 
moved. Fig. 3 is one of the glass globes. Fig. 
4 shows the Wire guard-cage that covers the globe. 
The center fame A is a ring, made with an 

upper and lower flange, the outer edges of which 
are turned over to hold the lower ring of the 
guard-cage S, and an edge is also made on the 
inner side of the flange above and below to keep 
the glass globes a in place. Sis a guard to pro 
tect the globes, and is made of a double plate of 
metal at one end, to which the wires are fast 
ened, the other ends of the wires being fastened 
to a wire ring that fits inside the edges of the 
flanges, and is held securely by a catch on the 
spring o, the catch projecting up through a hole 
in the flange, so as to come inside of the ring 
and project out overit. Abracket, d, is attached 
to each side of the lantern, the ends being 

curved in and fastened to the flanges of the 
middle frame A. These brackets have slots cut 
in thern nearly the Whole length to receive the 
ends of the bail C, which are turned square in 
through the brackets and headed on the inside 
to hold them in, the object of the slots in the 
brackets being to allow the lantern to slide down 
on the bail when reversed, so that the center of 
gravity will be below the points of suspension, 
in order to keep the lantern upright. B is the 
lamp, which is held by the pivots at a placed 
above the center of gravity, that the lamp may 
keep its proper vertical position when the out 
side case of the lantern is turned over. The 
glass globes (t, Fig. 3, are alike in shape, but it 
is intended to have one of clear glass and the 
other of colored glass, or both of colored glass, 
but of different colors, so that by holding the lan 
tern by the bail C and turning the lantern over on 
the pivots in the brackets a different-colored 
light will be produced, avoiding the necessity of 
having another lantern and enabling a person to 
make the change instantly when a danger or 
other signal is wanted, without loss of time that may be dangerous. 
What we claim as our invention is- . 
1. The combination of the two globes a, and 

guards S with the swinging lamp B, substantial 
ly as and for the purpose specified. 

2. The combination of the bail C and slotted 
brackets did with the reversible lantern, sub 
stantially as herein set forth, and for the purpose 
stated. - 

WILLIAM. S. ROBERTS. 
EGBERT H. FISKE. 

Witnesses: 
THOMAS J. TILLEY, 
A. V. DAWLY. 

  


