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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SiMON FRENCH STAN-
TON, of Manchester, in the county of Hills-
borough and State of New Hampshire, have
invented certain new and aseful Improvements
in Breech-Loading Fire-Arms, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,
making part of this specification, in which—

Figare 1 is a view of the gun, seen from be-
neath; Fig. 2, a longitudinal section through
the same; Figs. 3,4, 5, 6,and 7, details which
will be referred to hereinafter; Fig. 8, a cross-
section upon the line X X of Fig. 2.

My improvements are upon that class of fire-
arms in which the charge-chambers are piv-
oted to a revolving plate, from which they are
allowed to hang down vertically, only one of
them being brought up at a time in line with
the barrel previous to the discharge.

In guns of this description as heretofore
made, after the charge-chambers have been re-
volved they are elevated by a separate manip-
ulation, a separate and independent device
being employed for the purpose. In my im-
proved gun the charge-chambers are raised to
their position in line with the barrel by the act
of revolving them, whereby separate devices
for the purpose are rendered unnecessary, and
the censtruction and manipulation of the gun
is much simplified.

My invention also consists in certain im-
provements in the details of the lock, the na-
ture of which will be more particularly pointed
out hereinafter,

To enable others skilled in the art to under.
stand my invention, I will proceed to explain
the manner in which I have carried it out.

In the accompanying drawings, the charge-
chambers A A’are hinged at y to the circular
plate B, which revolves around the pin C, ris-
ing from the breech-piece D. (Seen in per-
spective in Fig. 5.) To facilitate the removal
of the chambers from the gun, they are con-
fined thereto in the following manner:

I is a lever, pivoted at £, and having a hole
at its other extremity, g, throngh which the
pin C passes, Figs. 1 and 2.

G is a button or catch, having a projecting
lip, e, which enters a notch, d, in the pin C, by
which means the lever F is secured in place
and the charge-chambers are confined in posi-
tion, as required. '

On an examination of Fig. 5 it will be ob-
served that at D’ the breech-piece is cut away.
The portion D sustains and steadies the plate
B, which is held up against it, while the portion
D/ permits the chambers to be raised intoline
with the barrel, as will be hereinafter described.
Between these there are two inclined planes,
a &', the object of which will be presently de-
seribed.

E is a flange rising from the breech-piece
around about three-fourths ofitscircumference,
which serves to retain the chambers in their
vertical position.

The charge-chambers are revolved as fol-
lows: The spring hook or pawl % is seen de-
tached in Fig. 6, and is connected by means of
the link k with the inner end, I, of the cocking-
lever H, which also serves the purpose of a
guard. As this lever is thrown into the posi-
tion seen inred in Fig.2 it retracts the spring-
hook 1, which, coming in contact with the
teeth ¢ upon the plate B, revolves this plate,
and with it the charge-chambers, one-sixth of
a revolution. As this takes place the inner
extremity of one of the charge-chambers, be-
ing no longer sustained in its vertical position
by the flange E of the breech-piece, strikes
against one side of the lever F, and by it is
gradually raised into position iu line with the
barrel, as seen at A’in Figs. 1,2, and 3. When
in this position a spring,m, holds it up against
the breech-piece until the joint between the
chambers and the barrel is covered. This is
effected in the following manner:

I is a ring upon one end of the rod K, (seén
detached in Fig. 4,) having a notch at one ex-
tremity, into which enters a pin, %, projecting
from a plate, 0. Pivoted to the lock-case p is
a finger upon the opposite side of the plate o,
against which a pin, r, Figs. 8, 4, and 6, pro-
jecting from the link £, strikes as the lever H
is returned to its place, by which means the
rod K is moved in the direction of its arrows,

. Fig. 4, and the ring is drawn over the joint.

In order to insure that this joint shall be cov-
ered before the gun can be discharged, the fol-
lowing device is employed.

s is a safety-stop pivoted to the lock-case at
t, and having, a pin, v, projecting therefrom,
against which the lever K strikes when it is
drawn back, by which means the stop s is de-
pressed, as seen in Fig. 2, and isthereby cleared
of the hammer M, which is then not intercepted
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in its fall. When, however, the lever H is not
returned entirely to its position and secured
beneatl its spring-catch N, and the ring I is
consequently not drawn over the barrel and
charge-chamber, the stop s is thrown by the
spring 2 into the position seen in red in Ifig.
2, and if the hammer be then let off its fall is
arrested by the stop and the piece is not dis-
charged.

The ring T is drawn from off the joint be-
tween the barrel and chamber in the following
manner:
8, is a lever having two arms or branches, &/
#?, the former of which has a notch, into which
‘catches a pawl, ¢/, hinged to the carrier z of
the spring-hook A, and forced down by a spring.
" (Not seen in the drawings.) As now the lever

Histhrowndown and thespring-hook isdrawn
back the pawl ¢/ engages with the arm z' of
the lever and carries the other arin, 2%, against
the finger p, and thus the rod XK is moved in
a direction contrary to its arrow, Fig. 4, and
the ring I is drawn off thie joint before the
spring-hook engages with the teeth i to re-
volve the charge-chambers. In order that the
ring I may arrest the motion of the-chambers
at the instant of their arrival in line with the
barrel, it is cut. away upon side, as seen at g,
Fig. 4, and drawn back slightly before the ar-
rival of the chamber, so that the latter is ar-
rested by striking against the thick portion r
of thering. This backward motion of the ring
is effected as follows: A shoulder, 1, upon the
carrier z (seen dotted in Figs. 2 and 6) strikes
against the dog 2 projecting from the bar K,
and moves this bar backward one-sixteenth of
an inch, or thereabout, and the chamber, al-
though allowed to pass the thin portion g of
the ring, is arrested by the tbicker portion 7,
as before mentioned, and prevented from be-
ing carried past the barrel by its momentaum.
The piece is cocked and’ diseharged in the
following manner: Asthelever His depressed
theextremitiesof itsshortarm I pressesagainst
" the hammer M and forces it back against the

Beneath the link & and lever &, Ifig.

.action. of the spring P until the trigger Q falls

into its notech in the tumbler f2 When the
trigger is pulled the hammer flies against the
hammer-rod R, (seen detached in Fig. 7,) bV
which the latter is thrown through the hole 9%
Fig. 5, against the cap upon the nipple % and
the plece is discharged. When the gun is not
cocked the trigger lies concealed within a re-

-cess in the lock-plate, into which it is thrown

by the spring m?

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Raising the chambers mto line with the
barrel by the action of revolving them, in the
manner substantially as herein set forth

2. The peculiar form of the breech- piece,with
its elevated and depressed portions D D’ and
inclined planes ¢ «/, whereby as one charge-
chamber is raised into line with the barrel the
one last discharged is forced down by the in-
clined plane &' into its vertical posmon as set
forth

3. The method herein deseribed of securing
the chambers in position without interrupting
their motions by means of the lever ¥, operat-
ing in the manner substantially as herein set
forth.

4. The ring ¢, constructed and operating in
the manner substantially as herein set forth,
for the purpose of arresting the motion of the
revolving chambers and closmg the joint be-
tween thebarrel and the chamber,as described.

5. The combination of devices or their equiv-
alents wheréby the ring I is driven forward
to release the charge-chambers before they are
revolved, as set forth.

6. The safety-stop, operating in the manner
substantially as herein described, for the pur-
pose of preventing the fall of the hammer
whenever the ring I is not drawn over the joint
bétween the barrel and the charge-chamber.

3. F. STANTON.

Witnesses:

Jos. L. CiLLEY,
B. P. CiLLEY.




