
No. 698,426. Patented Apr. 29, 1902. E. L. ABBOTT. 
ABDOMINAL BANDAGE. 
Application filed ar. 1, 1901.) 

(No Model.) 

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EVERETT I. ABBOTT, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

ABDOMINAL BANDAGE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 698,426, dated April 29, 1902. 
Application filed March 1, 190l Serial No, 49,412, (No model.) 

To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EVERETTI. ABBOTT, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
New York, Manhattan borough, in the county 
and State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Abdominal 
Bandages, which improvements are fully set 
forth in the following specification and accom 
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panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of an ab 

dominal appliance embodying my said im 
provements. Fig. 2 is a fragmentary eleva 
tion view of the front protective or support 
ing member of my improved appliance, the 
outersection thereof being shown as laid over 
or folded upon itself to more clearly disclose 
the fasteners which I employ in connection 
With my said appliance and the manner of 
connecting said fasteners. Fig. 3 is a detail 
sectional view further illustrating the prac 
tical application of the connected fasteners to 
my said improved appliance. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional view of the front protective and sup 
porting member of my improved appliance, 
illustrating the dished or concaved contour 
given thereto when the leader connecting the 
fasteners is duly adjusted. 
Similar reference - numerals denote like 

parts as the same appear in the respective 
views of the drawings. . . . . 
This invention relates to improvements in 

contrivances of that class commonly known 
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as “abdominal protective and supporting ap 
pliances,’ the same being designed for adjust 
ment about the abdomen of an individual for protective, supporting, and reducing pur 
poses. - 

The object of my invention is to provide an 
appliance of the character above indicated 
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which shall be simple, inexpensive, and novel 
as regards construction, which shall embody 
a series of fasteners so connected that each 
may yield or tilt in all directions without sac 
rificing or dispensing with the aid of its neigh 
bor or neighbors in resisting strain in practi 
cal service, which shall embody a part or parts 
whereby the protective and supporting mem 
ber or members of the appliance may be given 
a contour dished or concaved to meet the re 
quirements of the user, which shall be dura 
ble and efficient in operation, and which shall 

possess certain well-defined advantages over 
prior analogous structures. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction of the appliance as a whole, in the 
employment as an essential feature of said 
appliance of a series of peculiarly-connected 
fasteners, in the employment of means where 
by the protective and supporting member or 
members of said appliance may be given a 
dished or concaved contour, and in certain 
details of construction, all of which will be 
specifically referred to hereinafter and set 
forth in the appended claims. 
Having reference to the accompanying 

drawings, 2 denotes the front protective and 
supporting member of my improved appli 
ance, 3 the rear supporting and protective 
member thereof, and 44 connections for ad 
justably uniting the said front and rear mem 
bers, as by means of the clasps or buckles. 5. 
The members 2 and 3 are ordinarily com 

posed of a plurality of superimposed sections 
of flexible material, such as silk fabric, 
chamois-skin, or the like. - 

6 denotes the fasteners which I make use 
of, suitably spaced, suitably located with re 
spect to the front and rear members 2 and 
3, or either, and for connecting each of which 
fasteners with its neighbor or neighbors Iem 
ploy the leader 7, of any material suitable to 
insure said leader having a universally flexi 
ble character or quality. Ordinarily the 
leader 7 will be formed from wire. 
The leader 7 is here shown as interposed 

between the superimposed sections of flexi 
ble material composing the respective mem 
bers 2 and 3 of my improved appliance and 
as coiled upon itself at intervals to form eyes, 
as 8, into each of which is inserted under 
some force, by preference, one of the fasten 
ers 6, the latter projecting outwardly through 
suitable perforations formed in the outer sec 
tion of the material of which the members 2 
and 3 are respectively composed. 
Where the leader 7, is inserted between 

superimposed sections of flexible material, as 
indicated clearly in Fig. 2 of the drawings, 
the said sections of material are stitched or 
otherwise secured together along each side of 
the leader 7, the back section of material thus 
serving to prevent rearward displacement of 
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the fasteners 6; but where the fasteners, with 
the leader 7 connecting them, are employed 
in connection with a single section of flexible 
material a narrow strip of flexible material 
may be likewise secured over. said leader at 
the back of the perforated or single section 
of material, or other suitable means may be 
employed for preventing rearward displace 
ment of said fasteners. 
The fasteners 6 are shaped each at its rear 

end so as to engage the eye 8 in a manner to 
prevent forward displacement thereof and 
suitably shaped at its outer end for attach 
ment thereto of hose-supporters 9, napkin 
supporters 10, or other objects. 

In some instances it may be desirable to 
employ the fasteners 6 after the manner of 
rivets, as indicated at 6', Fig. 3, and under 
such conditions the eye 8, if the leader 7 is 
formed from metal, serves as a substantial 
base for the riveting process. Again, where 
it is desired to impart to the member 2 or the 
member 3 a concaved or dished form I ad 
justably unite the terminals of the leader 7, 
as by roughening said terminals and employ 
ing a union 11, thus forming a continuous 
leader of less length than the course along 
which it extends and as formed by stitching 
or securing together the sections of material, 
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as hereinbefore described. Other means 
than the union 11 may, if desired, be em 
ployed for uniting the terminals of said leader. 

It will be observed that the leader 7 ex 
tends from one fastener to its respective 
neighbors and is wound or coiled around each, 
and where desired the respective ends or ter 
minals thereof are adjustably or otherwise 
fastened, as the user may elect. - In practice the leader which I employ for 
connecting the fasteners. 6 relieves the mate 
rial from which the respective members 2 and 
3 are formed of a deal of strain, and this irre 
spective of the direction of such strain, it 
furnishes an efficient reinforcement or base 
for the fasteners, which materially aids in 
the retention of said fasteners in place for 
Service, and it obviates the care heretofore 
imperative in the cutting of woven stock, as 
for the said members 2 and 3, the said leader 
rendering practicable the use for these mem 
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bers, or either of them, of woven fabric cut on 
a bias or otherwise, as desired. 

It will be understood that the construction 
herein set forth may be modified to some ex 
tent without material departure from the 
spirit and principle of my invention. 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. An appliance of the class herein de 
scribed comprising a protective and support 
ing member, as 2, composed of a plurality of 
superimposed layers of flexible material, the 
front layer thereof being provided with a se 
ries of suitably-spaced openings; stud-like 
fasteners projecting outwardly through each 
one of said openings; a universally-flexible 
leader loosely interposed between adjoining 
layers of said member and consecutively con 
necting said stud-like fasteners by being 
coiled around each of them and upon itself, 
each of said fasteners being adapted to firmly 
engage the leader and accordingly resist de 
tachment from said member; and means for 
retaining said member in position for service 
at the abdomen of the user. . 

2. An appliance of the class herein de 
Scribed comprising a protective and support 
ing member, as 2, composed of a plurality of 
superimposed layers of flexible material, the 
front layer thereof being provided with a se 
ries of suitably-spaced openings; stud-like 
fasteners projecting outwardly through each 
one of said openings; a universally-flexible 
leader loosely interposed between adjoining 
layers of said member, the said leader con 
secutively connecting said fasteners by being 
coiled around each of them and upon itself; 
means for adjustably connecting the ends of 
said leader and whereby the latter may be 
adjusted as to length, each of the fasteners 
being adapted to firmly engage the leader and 
accordingly resist detachment from said mem 
ber; and means for retaining said member in 
position for service at the abdomen of the 
SG 

EVERETT I. ABBOTT. 
Witnesses: 

ALBERT C. TANNER, 
F. W. BEARDSLEY. 
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