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To alll whom zt may, J congern: ’
Be-it known that I, Aveusr F. WDGENER

a citizen of the United’ States, residing at -
Ridgewood; in the county of Bergen and, .

State‘ ot New, Jersey, have:invented certain
new -and ' useful Improvements: in- -Toy
Houses, of which the followmg is a. spec1—
fication. :

This  invention relates to.. tOy bu1ld1ngs,_'
-and especially to - such  structures .as are
adapted for being: reaclily.. set up or-erected.

and subsequently knocked::down . or . col-
lapsed by any child, a house made-in ac-
cordance with' this-invention being capa-
of  affording . practically unlimited

Among.; the . objects .of the  invention.
thererore is to_provide a toy building, all
the . parts of which are made of one piece
or of,different pleees: permanently united;
so -as-to .be in .effect ‘one. piece, where-
by either the loss of any.of the parts or
such disarrangement of them as would

-make it dn‘ﬁcult for setting .up is avoided.
_Another object of the invention isto pro-

vide a foldable or collapsible toy building
so desigried, and-arranged. that the roof- and
foundatlon portions. of the structure - ‘con-
stitute a substantial protecting covering for
the other parts-when collapsed ‘

A gtill- further object of the 1nV°nt10n 18,
to provide a toy building which may be

set- up in a neat and substantially rigid form
without requiring the use of any. extraneous

fastening means, such as pins, mucilage, or .

the likey and which after being erected may

be -moved: about: readily as-a child may re- .

quire without -disturbing the set up cond1-
tion- of the parts. = = - '
- With: the. foregoing and other obgects in

view the invention consists in the arrange- -
ment and combination of parts hereinafter -
- members 19 ‘and - 20~ for ecach side of the

described and claimed, and whilé:the inven-

‘tion is not-restricted to the exact details of

construction:-disclosed or suggested here-
in,-still for. the purpose. of illustrating: a

practical embodiment thereof reference is-

had - to the "accompanying  drawings, in
which "like reference characters. designate

the ‘same parts:in the several Vlews, and in.
~els are notched at 22 for co- operation with

which—

Figure 1 is-a perspectne view showmg a
preferred form- of-a.toy, house made in ac-
cordance with: this invention. -
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Fi 1cr 2 is-a vert1cal transverse sectmn of :

the same..

Fig. 38 is sa view: of the house collapsed‘

Fig. 4 1s a deta,ﬂ of the - ]01nt descrlbed

_below.

Referrmg now more spemﬁcally to- the

~drawings I provide a vertical wall or. panel

60 ;

10 which may: be regarded. as the backbone :

of  the structure, ithe same -extending -all
the -way. from - the base or foundation to

85 -

and above the top of the building. Te the -

lower end of the center: wall panel 10 are .

secured the two: foundation or base _panels.

11... These panels 11 may be from a- single.
’ rectan«rular sheet of strawboard .or its equiv-
~alent" p10v1ded with two parallel scores 12

70

relatively close together, and hinged at 13 -

to both. sides,of the lower end of the panel

10 so as.to fold upward 1elat1vely to said

panel 10. - When' the building is. erected

. the bottom penels 11 lie in the same hori-

zontal plane, -

75 -

Each end of the blllldlIlO' comprises two |

vertical gable panels 14, Wh1ch like the.base,
panels 11 may be made’ from a single sheet:
of ‘material scored along the two l1nes 15,
or may be made of two separate panels, be-.
‘ing hinged- on the inside ‘to the- ad]acent’
vertlcel edge of the panel 10 as indicated
-at. 16. - The upper _ends- of the: gables will
i be shaped in accordance with: the, design-of .
the’ roof structure, and-the two panels’ at .

each end are adapted to fold inward toward

To: -
90 .-

the opposite sides of the center panel..
the free: edge ‘of-each gable *panel  is  dt-

tached or has formed. 1ntegral ‘therewith a.

corner ‘piece-17. constltutmg an angle mem-

ber scored .or h1nged S0--as: 10 elther lie flat:

when.. folded or stand at right angles to
the, main: portion. -of. the: end panel “when
erected, ‘the hinge being: indicated - at: 18.

Any desired number of floor pieces may
be provided, .but I indicate two of such

center -panel, thereby constituting - a . four:

~room building in addition to the attic space

above the, upper. floor. panels 20.° Thege:
panels 19 -and 20 are hinged -at 21 to the:.
opposite sides of the panel 10 and are adapt-

ced. to fold: ‘downward - directly ‘against the

same.” The free portions. of the floor. pan-

similar notcheés: 23 formed in. the corner
pieces 17 for interlocking co- -opération be-
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- tween -the -floor. panels -and - said corner 110




10

15

ped

pieces. Thus the end panels 14 lie against
the ends of the floor panels and are secured
in said position by the interlocking of the
parts aforesaid. The end panels 14 are
o hinged together and to the center panel
as to resist to a certain extent the swinging
outward thereof away from the floor panels.
Tlence with a reasonable degree of friction
at the notched portions of said parts there
is no danger of the parts moving or swing-

ing relatively unless the ‘emd “panels are

sprung outward from the floor panels to
digengage the notched portions. :

In folding, the floor panels 19 and 20
after being released from the end panels-aré
dropped downward flat- against the center

- panel, covering thereby practically all of

20

both faces of the center panel up to:the
hinges of the mpper panels, it being noted
that the height and depth of each rcom is
preferably one half of the width of the
cemtter panel or length of a room. The end
panels ‘are ‘then folded inward against the

. upper surfaces of the four floor panels.

25
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Agindicated T have produced a toy house
which in structure is symmetrical at both
sides of the center panel, and so it includes
an‘inclined roof panel 24 over each half of
the building, the upper edge thereof being
hinged to the center panel. By extending
the center panel upward slightly as indi-
cated at 10" T provide for a neater ridge for
the building with a stronger hinge action, a
means for grasping the upper portion of the
building for lifting it bedily, and also for
the attachment of chimney pieces or other

* ornantental parts which I furnish with the
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- fact that the hinges 25.0f the roof panels-
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toy buildings in-sheet form with instructions
for cutting ‘out by the children, but which
are not shown herewith since they' do not
constitute any part of the building. The

roof panels 24, as well as the base panels 11,

fold inward flat against the outer'surface of
the end panels 14 in collapsed form, and
while‘the roof and base panels for the best
appearance extend well beyond ‘the other

parts when erected, yet when folded they

substantially ‘meet each: other, -due to the

are above the upper floor plane far enough
to accommedate these parts. Hence the base
and - roof ~members: constitute protecting
covers Tor ‘the other parts when collapsed.
That pertion of the center panel 21 between

‘the hinges 25 and the hinges 21 of the floor

panels 20 is reinforced by two plates 26 and

27, the former being rectangular and fixed-

© directly against the center panel while the

60
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plates 27 are substantially triangular to con-
form to the space between the beveled upper
ends of the end panels' 14 when folded.
Thus the center panel is reinforced, and in-
cidentally there are left practically no hol-
low spaces in ‘the structure when folded, re-

‘ducing thereby the likelihood of breaking

& o ' 1,428,405

or otherwise damaging the building when
collapsed. :

It will thus appear that I have provided a
unitary toy building adapted to be readily
set up or knocked down, the same being of
the cheapest possible design, enabling it to

-be put on the market at such low price as to

bring it within the reach of almost all chil-
dren, and moreover a structure which is sus-
ceptible of easy and pleasing decorative pos-
sibilities. For example while I have indi-
cated a building comprising four rooms plus

attic space, all of the roems may be deco--

rated differently so as to establish in-the
mind of the child the various uses for which
the several rooms may be adapted, thereby
not only pleasing the-child but teaching it to
observe color harmonies or the like. Also
the cut-out feature above referred to may in-
clude furniture for the several rooms, as

well as windew, door, or other structural or

ornamental details.

I claim: _

1. A toy building comprising a roof, a
base, a vertical wall panel, means to pivot-
ally connect the roof 'and base members to
said panel, other wall panels, a floor panel
pivoted te the first mentioned wall panel and
movableinte horizontal position/between said
other wall panels, and means to fasten said.
other wall panels andfloor panelin fixed po-
sitienn for holding ‘the roof and base mem-
bers and wdll panels from pivotal movement
when the building is-set tip.

2.-A toy buildinig comprising a base, an
interior wall panel movably conmected to-the
base. a roof movably connected to the upper
portion of said wall panel, end wall panels
movably connected to the epposite remote
vertical edges of the interior wall panel, and
means acting between said wall panels to
hold the-aferesaid parts from relative move-
ment ‘whenthe building is setup.

3.- A ‘toy building comprising a central
vertical panel, two roof membars pivetally
connected to opposite sides of the :central
panel, 'end wall ‘panels pivotally .connected
to the vertical edges ofithe said central panel
and movable with respect thereto on oppo-
site sides of the central panel, and pairs of

- floer panels one above another movably con-

nected to:opposite sides of the central panel
and co-operating with the end wall panels
to hold all the parts-in set up position.

4. A foldable toy building comprising a
main vertical panel, roof, ‘base, :and wall
panels; each of ‘the last mentioned panels
being hinged directly to-the main vertical
panel and so-is foldable toward it,:and also
a floor panel between the roof and base
panels and likewise hinged directly to the
main vertical panel.

5. In a toy house, the .combination of a
main vertical panel, a roof panel movably
connected thereto, a plurality of parallel
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floor panels movably connected one above the
other to said main panel beneath the roof
panel, end wall panels connected to the edge
portions of the first mentioned vertical panel
and movable toward each other in folding,
and means to interlock the floor panels with
the outer edge portions of the end Wall
panels in set up position.

6. A toy house set forth in claim 5 in

which the floor panels swing downward flat °

against the first mentioned main panel, the
end walls swing against the upper surfaces

'of the floor panels, and the roof swings

downward against the outer surfaces of the
end wall panels.

7. A foldable toy building comprlsmd a
main vertical panel, and roof base, wall, and
floor panels all permanently hlnaed dlrectl
to said main panel and so. Toldable that the
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roof and base panels constltute a cover for 20

all the other panels.
In testlmony whereof I aﬂix my signature.

- AUGUST F. WEGENER.




