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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Hexzy W. Morrow, a
citizen of the United States, residing at 1is-
bon, in the county of Columbiana and State
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful Box-
Lid Holder, of which the following is a speci-

fication.

The invention relates to improvements in
box lid holders.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of box lid holders,
and to provide a simple, inexpensive and effi-
cient device, designed particularly for use on
cigar boxes, and adapted to enable the lids of
a plurality of boxes to be all arranged at the
same angle, or at any desired angle to afford
the best display of the goods.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a box lid bolder, adapted to rigidly con-
nect a box and its lid to enable the dealer to
pick a box up and handle the same by the lid,
i lifting the box out of and replacing it in a
show case, or in handing a box o a cus-
tomer.

The invention also has for its object to pro-
vide a box lid holder, adapted to form a grm
brace for the box and the lid to prevent the
same from breaking at the hinge joint and
causing injury to the contents of the box.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, and pointed out in the claims hereto
appended; it being understood that various
changes in the form, proportion, size and
minor details of construction, within the
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a box lid holder, constructed in
accordance with this invention and shown
applied to a box. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the box lid holder detached. = Fig. 3
is an enlarged detail sectional view, illustrat-
ing the construction of the lower clamp.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawing.

The box lid holder, while designated prin-
cipally for use on cigar boxes, is adapted to
be applied to all kinds of boxes employed for
displaying merchandise, and it is designed to
be constructed in various sizes to adapt it to
the character of box lid to be held. It is

constructed of a single piece of wire, or other
suitable material, and it consists of a straight
inclined brace 1, an upper vesilient clamp 2
and a lower clamp 3. 'The lower clamp en-
gages the end wall 4 of a box at the upper
edge thereof, and the upper clamp 2 engages
the lid 5 at the adjacent end thereof, and the
brace is arranged at an inclination and ex-
tends upwardly from the end 4 to the back 5,
as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing.
The brace is adapted to be arranged at differ-
ent inclinations to support the lid of the box
at different angles.

The upper resilient clamp, which is dis-
posed transversely of the brace, is located
beyond the upper end thereof and is approxi-
mately U-shaped, the wire being bent into
substantial U-shape, as clearly shown in
Fig. 2 of the drawing. The outer or upper
side or jaw of the clamp is provided with a
curved extension 6 to form a flaring mouth
for facilitating the engagement of the clamp
with the lid of the box. The inner or lower
side or jaw of the U-shaped clamp is con-
nected with the upper end of the brace by
a spring bend 7, arranged in substantial par-
allelism with the inner side or jaw of the
clamp and spaced therefrom forming with
the same an approximately U-shaped loop.
The U-shaped spring bend or dou]gled por-
tion, although shown at the front face of the
lid in Fig. 1 of the accompanying drawings,
may of course be arranged to engage the Iid
at the rear face thereof. The single side or
jaw of the upper crank will then be arranged
at the front face of the lid of the box. The
slight bending of the single side will enable
the clamp to engage the lid of the box in
either direction.

The lower clamp 3 consists of an outer de-
pending jaw 8 and an inner jaw 9, extend-
g longitudinally of the brace and project-

L

ing downward beyond the plane of the outer -

jaw and connected at its inner end with the
outer jaw by a transverse top portion 10.
The wire is bent upon itself to form the loop
of the lower jaw, and is bent upward closing
the inner side of the brace and is then bent
downward to form the connecting top por-
tion 10. The outer jaw 8, which is located
opposite the inner end of the loop or inner
jaw, is straight and extends downwardly
from the outer end of the top portion 10.
The inner projecting jaw 9, which fits against
the inner face of the end 4 of the box, 1s pro-
vided with spurs or projections 11, formed
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by upsetting the metal and extending from
the inner engaging face of the inner jaw and
adapted to be embedded in the material of
the box. The spurs or projections 11 in-
stead of being formed integral with the in-
ner jaw 9 of the lower clamp may be applied
to the same by means of a separate piece of
metal in any preferred manner, as the inner
jaw may be equipped with any form of spur
or projection for enmabling it to grip the in-
ner face of the end of the box.

In applying the device to the box; the
downwardly projecting inner jaw 11 with
its spurs or projections laterally offset the
upper portion of the brace from the vertical
plane of the end 4 of the box, and it is neces-
sary to flex or bend the brace between the
clamps to engage the upper clamp with the
lid 5. This bending or flexing of the brace
placés the device under tension and causes
the upper and lower clamps to firmly and
ositively grip the lid and the body of the

ox, which are rigidly connected by the de-
vice. The bending of the brace is facilitated

by the resiliency of the material and also by

the connecting spring bend 7 at the upper
end of the brace. This rigid connection be-
tween the lid and the body of the box en-
ables the box to be handled by the lid in re-
moving the box from a show case and in re-
placing it therein, or in handing the box to
a customer, and there is no liability of the
box breaking away from the lid and pro-
ducing an injury to its contents.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:—

1. A box lid holder in¢luding a straight in-
clined brace, a clamp arranged at the upper
end of the brace for engaging the lid, a lower
clamp arranged at the lower énd of the in-
clined brace for engaging the box, said lower
clamp being provided with means for deflect-
ing the upper end of the brace outwardly be-
fore the said upper clamp is connected with
the lid, whereby when the upper clamp is en-
gaged with the lid the brace will be flexed
longitudinally and the lower clamp forced
tightly into engagement with the box.

2. A box lid holder including an inclined
brace, a lid-engaging clamp arranged at the
upper end of the brace, and a box-engaging
clamp located at the lower end of the brace
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and composed of inner and outer jaws, the
inner jaw being extended beyond the plane
of the outer jaw and arranged to deflect the
upper end of the brace outwardly before the
upper clamp is applied to the lid, whereby
when the said upper clamp is engaged with
the lid the brace will be flexed longitudinally
and will force the extended inner jaw firmly
into engagement with the box. ‘

3. A box lid holder including an inclined
brace, a lid-engaging clamp arranged at the
upper end of the brace, and a box-engaging
clamp located at the lower end of the brace
and composed of inner and outer jaws, the
inner jaw being extended longitudinally of
the brace beyond the plane of the outer jaw

' and provided with one or more spurs or pro-

jections for engaging the box.
4. A box lid holder including an inclined

brace, a lid-engaging clamp arranged at the

upper end of the brace, and a lower box-en-
gaging clamp arranged at the lower end of
the brace and consisting of an inner loop ex-
tending longitudinally from the brace, a de-
pending outer jaw located opposite the inner
end of the loop, and a top portion connecting
the inner and outér jaws.

5. A box lid holder including an inclined
brace, a lid-engaging clamp arranged at the
upper end of the brace, and a lower box-en-

gaging clamp composed of inner and outer.

jaws and formed by bending the material
back upon itself to form a loop and extending
the said material across the top of the brace
and then bending the terminal portion down-
ward to form the outer jaw.

6. A box lid holder including an inclined
brace, an upper resilient lid-engaging clamp
disposed transversely of the brace, a spring
bend connecting the upper clamp with the
upper end of the brace, and a lower box-en-
gaging clamp composed of an inner loop dis-

posed longitudinally of the brace, and a’
straight outer depending jaw located oppo-'

site the inner end of the loop and connected
with the top of the same.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as

my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
HENRY WILSON MORROW.
Witnesses:
C. W. OURANT,
Jas. P. FREUR.
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