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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The search was made based on the understanding that the inventions of claims
1-6 are “the first mentioned invention (the main invention)”, it is found
that a technical feature of the main invention ig disclosed in Documents
1-5 which are cited ag the prior art documents. Therefore, it is obvious
that the main invention is not novel.

(Document 1: JP 8-41363 A (Bridgestone Corp.), Document 2: JP 10-168235
A (Bridgestone Corp.), Document 3: JP 10-87920 A (JSR Corp.), Document 4:

JP 2000-103934 A (Mitsubishi Chemical Corp.), and Document 5: WO 2007/010787
Al (Sanc Salaam Corp.).

(continued to extra sheet)

L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-9 and a part of 12 which depends on 1-8

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1 discloses a polymer composition comprising a
low-molecular-weight material such as an aromatic process oil and an
aliphaticalcohel, amediummaterial suchasgastyrene-ethylene-butylene
block copolymer and a polymer material such as an olefin thermoplastic
resin, and a molded article produced from the polymer compogition.

Document 2 discloses a composition comprising a syndiotactic vinyl
aromatic polymer, an elastomeric polymer such as a hydrogenated
styrene-butadiene-styrene block copelymer and a low-molecular-weight
material such ag an aromatic procesgss 0il and an aliphatic alcohol, and
a molded article produced from the composition.

Document 3 discloses a compogition comprising a hydrogenated
diene-aromatic vinyl Dblock copolymer, polypropylene, and a
low-molecular-weight material such as an organic bactericidal agent
and a flame retardant agent.

Document 4 discloges a composition comprising a hydrogenated product
of a styrene-butadiene-styrene block copolymer, a rubber-goftening
agent such as an aromatic hydrocarbon, anolefinpolymer, and an additive
such as a flame retardant agent, and a molded article produced from
the composition.

Document 5 discloses a ligquid-in-solid polymer emulsion composition
comprising a thermoplastic polymer, a block copolymer as defined in
the above-mentioned claims of the present application and a liquid
compound such as a flame retardant agent, and a molded article produced
from the compogition (see, particularly the claims) .

The compositions disclosed in Documents 1-5 have indistinguishable
compositions from the composition of the polymer composition defined
in the above-mentioned claimg of the present application. Based on
the understanding that the compogitions are game as one another, it
ig congidered that, in each of the compogitions digsclosed in Documents
1-5, the organic compound component corresponding to the additive (Z)
of the invention of the present application ig bled out into a block
copolymer which is dispersed in a polymer corresponding to the matrix
polymer (X) of the invention of the present application.)

Consequently, the technical feature of claim 1 cannot be regarded
as a “gpecial technical feature” in the meaning within PCT Rule 13.2,
second sentence.

Thug, the inventions of claimg 1-12 of the present international
application are classified into the following 8 inventiong. There is
found no technical relationship which involves one or more of the same
or corregponding special technical features among thesgse inventionsg,
and therefore these inventions cannot be considered to be so linked
as to form a single general inventive concept.

Invention 1: Claims 1-9, and a part of claim 12 which depends on
claims 1-8 (the special technical feature resides in a fact that the
organic compound is a specific flame retardant agent).

Invention 2: Parts of claims 10-12, wherein the organic compound
is glycerin.

Invention 3: Parts of claims 10-12, wherein the organic compound
is a polyalkylene oxide.

Invention 4: Parts of claims 10-12, wherein the organic compound
is a polysiloxane.

{(continued to next sheet)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Invention 5: Parts of claims 10-12, wherein the organic compound
ig an imidazole or a modified product thereof.

Invention 6: Parts of claims 10-12, wherein the organic compound
ig an alcohol compound.

Invention 7: Parts of claims 10-12, wherein the organic compound
ig an aldehyde compound.

Invention 8: Parts of claims 10-12, wherein the organic compound
ig a ketone compound or a modified product thereof.

If the additional fee would not be paid, the international search
report would be prepared on Invention 1.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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