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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN ITIERING, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Clin-
ton township, in the county of Essex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
newand useful Improvements in Bagor Purse
Frames and Catches; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
ableothers skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
metallic frames for pocket-books, satchels,
and the like, and also in the locking or hold-
ing lateh connected with the frame-sections.

The invention has for its primary object to
provide a frame of this class which shall be
simple, strong, and durable in its construec-
tion.

A further object of the invention is to dis-
pense with independent rivets at the hinge-
Joints of the frame-sections and to provide a
bag or purse frame having a simply-con-
structed spring-actuated holding-cateh which
is not soliable to breakage or disarrangement
of its parts, such danger of breakage or dis-
arrangement being thereby reduced to a
minimum, and a stronger, more durable, and
serviceable, as well as inexpensive, holding-
catch is rendered.

My invention therefore consists in the novel
construction of purse or bag frame and its
holding-catch, as well as in the novel ar-
rangements and combinations of the parts,
such as will be hereinafter fully deseribed,
and finally embodied in the clauses of the
claim,

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of the purse or bag
frame made according to my present inven-
tion, the locking or holding catch being rep-
resented in its closed or locked relation to
the frame-sections. TFig. 2 is a similar view
of the purse or bag frame with the locking-
catch represented in its open relation to the
frame-sections, said viewalsoillustrating one

of the hinge-joints in section. I'ig. 8is a ver-
tical section of the frame, taken centrally
through the frame-sections and the holding-
catch connected therewith. Fig. 4 is a view
of the closed frame-sections when looking in
the direction of arrow ¥ in Fig. 1; and Fig. 5
is a section taken on line z in Fig. 2 when
looking in the direction of arrow z in said
Fig. 2, illustrating two ornamental edge or
frame pieces (to be connected with one of the
frame-sections) and the holding-catch opera-
tively connected with the two inner ends of
said ornamental frame-pieces. Fig. 6 is a
perspective view of one of said ornamental
edge or frame pieces. Fig. 7 is a perspective
view of the locking or holding catch and its
spring; and Fig. 8 is a cross-section of the
same, taken on line u in Tig. 7 to illustrate
the arrangement of the said spring between
the parts comprising the holding-catch. Fig.
9 is a perspective view of one of the parts of
the holding-catch, and Fig. 10 is a cross-sec-
tion taken on line v in Fig. 4.

Similar letters of reference are employed in
all of the above-described views to indicate
corresponding parts.

Insaid drawings, ¢ and ¢’ arethe two frame-
sections, which are of the usual shape. Said
frame-sections are respectively provided with
inwardly-extending sides ¢? and ¢?, as will be
seen from Fig. 3, and have the perforated
ears atand o’, respectively, which are adapted
to be placed over each other to form the hinge-
joints of the purse or bag frame in the man-
ner to be more fully described hereinafter.
One of said frame-sectious, as a, is provided
in its outer edge with suitable perforations or
holes @b, through which are passed certain
holding-lugs 0? of a pair of ornamental edge
pieces or frame-pieces b and b', said lugs be-
ing adapted to be closed down upon the inner
surface of said frame-section ¢ to securely
hold said edge or frame pieces b and b’ di-
rectly over the joint formed by the two frame-
sections ¢ and &' of the bag or purse frame
when they are closed, as will be seen from an
inspection of Fig. 3. .

In order that the frame-section ¢’ may not
be marred or become punctured when the
tongues or holding-lugs % are bent over by
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means of the dies employed, and to secure
additional strength, said tongues or holding-
lugs areforced over and against certain pieces
of wire f, forming bolts or holding-bars, as
clearly illustrated in Figs. 2 and 10; but said
bolts or bars f may be dispensed with, if de-
sired, as will be clearly evident from an in-
spection of Fig. 3.

As will be more:especially seen from Fig.
6, at the end of each edge or frame piece b or
b' there is a suitable tongue &% formed inte-
gral with the said pieces, which tongues can
be bent at right angles, or approximately so,
to the body of said edge pieces and then in-
serted through the perforations in the ears a*
and o® of the frame-sections a and «', and
when said tongues b? are bent over, as at 0*
in Figs. 2 and 3, a secure and operative hinge
connection is formed, said tongues ® acting
as the pivots, whereby I am able to dispense
with the use of extra rivets and the extra cost
of riveting the parts together, as in the con-
structions of purse or bag frames now made.
Each edge or frame piece b or b’ is also pro-
vided with the angularly-shaped end portions
U5, formed. as illustrated in Fig. 6 and pro-
vided with an inwardly-bent stop-piece b°
having the ineclined side 0. Said end por-
tions ‘and the inelined sides 7 of each end
portion form the bearings for a pivotally-ar-
ranged and spring-actuated holding or lock-
ing catch between the two edge or frame
pieces b and ¥', as clearly indicated in Figs.
1 and 2. Said catch or holding device, as
will be elearly seen from Iigs. 7, 8, and 9,
consists, essentially, of an outer shell or plate
¢, provided with a shoulder ¢', formed at a
right angle, or approximatelyso, and a curved
part ¢, adapted to receive and hold a suitable
spring . Extending from said portion ¢? of
the plate ¢ is a flat part ¢, provided with the
downwardly-extending portion ¢*and a shoul-
der ¢%, substantially as illustrated in Fig. 8.
Said plate is also provided on the under side
with an inwardly-extending lip ¢f and se-
curely held by said lip and by said down-
wardly-extending portion ¢! and the shoulder
¢® of said plate ¢, in the manner illustrated
more particularly in Figs. 3 and 7, is a hinge-
plate e. Said plate e, as will e seen from
Fig. 9, is provided with an upwardly-extend-
ing portion €', which when the plate e is se-
cured to the plate ¢ in the manner just stated
has its ends ¢* extending on opposite sides of
the said plate ¢, substantially as illustrated
in Iig. 7. Said plate e is also provided with
a suitable perforation ¢ into which is fitted
the bent portion d’ of the spring d in the
manner clearly illustrated in Fig. 8, with the
slightly-bent ends d? of said spring extending
on opposite sides of the locking device, as
illustrated. Said locking device or catch is
operatively arranged between the end por-
tions U® of the ornamental edge or frame
pieces b and b’ by having the ends ¢® loosely
and pivotally arranged on the inclined sides
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b7 of the stop-pieces Uf, connected with said
frame-pieces b and b'.

As will be seen from Iigs. 2 and 3, the lip
¢’ of the plate ¢ is provided on its under sur-
face with a projection ¢, preferably forced up
in said lip, and the action of the ends d? of
the spring d, which are in operative contact
with the inner surfaces of the edge or frame
pieces b and b', respectively, is to normally
force the ends¢® of the plate e down upon and
against the inclined sides b7 of the stop-pieces
0% whieh brings the lip portion of the catch
slightly below the upper surface of the frame-
section @', and when the two frame-sections
a-and a' are closed against each other forces
the projeection ¢’ into locked or holding en-
gagement with a raised holding portion ¢®in
said frame-section a'. In this manner the
two- frame-sections of the purse or bag frame
are held in theirclosed relation to each other,
and to open the same all that is necessary is
to raise the cateh ¢, when said portion ¢ be-
comes disengaged from the holding portion af
and the frame-sections ¢ and ¢’ ecan be moved
on their hinge-joints to open the mouth of the
purse or bag.

‘When the cateh is raised, the ends ¢* on the
plate eare brought against the edges 0% of the
end portions b of the two edge or frame picces
b and b, which thereby limits the upward
movement of said eatch, and when the oper-
ator removes his or her hand from the catch
the spring d will again cause the said ends ¢*
to be brought down upon the inclined sides O°
of the stops U% as will be c¢learly understood.

The many advantages of my improved
frame and catch are evident from the above
description, the construction being simple
and cheap and the frame neat, strong, and
durable.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a bag or purse frame, a pair of frame-
sections, having ears at their free ends, and a
holding-tongue connected with the ends of
one of said frame-sections, adapted to be piv-
otally connected with the other frame-section
and turned over against the same, to form an
operative hinge-joint, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

2. Inabagorpurseframe, the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections having perfo-
rated ears at their free ends, of a pair of edge
or ornamental frame-piecesbandd’, each hav-
ing a tongue U7 formed integral thercwith,
said tongues being adapted to be arranged in
said perforated ears and turned over to form
an operative hinge-joint, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

3. Inabagorpurseframe, the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections having perfo-
rated ears at their free ends, of a pair of edge
orornamental frame-pieces b and¥’, each hav-
ing a tongue b® formed integral therewith,
said tongues being adapted to be arranged in
said perforated ears and turned over to form
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an operative hinge-joint, and a holding-catch
pivotally arranged between said frame-pieces
and conneeted therewith, substantially asand
for the purposes set forth.

4. Inabagorpurseframe, the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections having perfo-
rated ears at their free ends, of a pair of edge
orornamental frame-piecesb and b’, each hav-
ing a tongue b° formed integral therewith,
said tongues being adapted to be arranged in
said perforated ears and turned over to form
an operative hinge-joint, said frame-pieces
having angular end portions ?° and stop-
pieces b° having inclined sides b7, and a hold-
Ing or locking catch having end pieces €? piv-
otally arranged on said sides b7, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

5. Inabagor purse frame, the combination,
with apair of hinged frame-sections, of a pair
of edge or ornamental frame-pieces secured to
one of said frame-sections, said frame-pieces
having angular end portions 4° and stop-
pieces b¥having inclined sides b7, and a hold-
ing orlocking catch pivotally connected with
said end portions b3 substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

6. Inabagorpurseframe, the combination,
with a pair of hinged frame-sections, of a pair
of edge or ornamental frame-pieces secured to
one of said frame-sections, said frame-pieces
having angular end portions b° and stop-
pieces b having inclined sides b7, and a hold-
ing or locking eatch pivotally connected with
said end portions b% consisting, essentially, of
a plate ¢ having holding parts ¢, ¢® and ¢, a
plate ¢ arranged and secured between said
parts, end pieces ¢* on said plate e, and a

spring d, all of said parts being arranged

and operating, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

7. Inabagorpurseframe, the combination,
with a pair of hinged frame-sections, of a
cateh pivotally connected with one of said
frame-sections, consisting, essentially, of a
plate ¢, having the holding parts ¢4, ¢® and ¢f,
a plate ¢ arranged and secured befween said
parts, end pieces € on said plate e, and a
spring d having its free ends operatively con-

(3]

nected with one of said frame-sections, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

8. Inabagorpurseframe, the combination,
with a pair of hinged frame-sections, of a
catch pivotally connected with one of said
frame-sections, consisting, essentially, of a
plate ¢, having helding parts ¢, ¢® and c5, a
plate e arranged and secured between said
parts, end pieces e® on said plate e, and a
spring d having its free ends operatively con-
nected with one of said frame-sections, a pro-
jeetion ¢’ formed on said plate ¢, and a hold-
ing portion a® on the other frame-section,
said projection ¢’ and the holding portion a°
being adapted to be forced into holding or
locked engagement, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

9. The herein-described catch, comprising
therein, a plate c¢, having holding portions
c¢t, ¢® and ¢f, a plate ¢, having an upwardly-
extending part ¢ and end portions e?, said
plate e being arranged and secured between
said parts ¢*, ¢® and ¢% and said plate e hav-
ing an opening €%, and a spring d arranged be-
tween said plates ¢ and e, said spring having
a curved portion d’ arranged in said opening
¢%, and said spring also having the oppo-
sitely-projecting ends d?, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth,

10. In a purse or bag frame, the combina-
tion, with a pair of hinged frame-sections, of
ornamental edge or frame pieces, as b and b’,
having holding-lugs 6* which pass into and
through perforations in one of said frame-
sections, and a bolt or holding-bar, as f, on
the under side of said frame-section, around
which said holding-lugs b® are forced to se-
cure said ornamental edge or frame pieces b
and ' against said frame-section, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forthabove I have hereunto set my hand this
28th day of October, 1896.

"‘CHRISTIAN HIERING.

Witnesses:
FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL,
J. E. MERGOTT.
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