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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, PATRICK. J. WALSH, a 

Specification of Letters Patent. 
Application filed Viarch 1, 1909. 

Patente Nov. 16, 1909. 
Serial No. 480,711. 

case embraces the lower end thereof and is 
removably secured thereto by means of the 

citizen of the United States, residing at spring arms 6 attached to the inner Wall of 
Detroit, in the county of Wayne, State 
of Michigan, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Disinfecting Ap 
paratus; and I do declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, and to the fig 
ures of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to a disinfecting 

apparatus, and consists in the construction 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more 
fully set forth and pointed out particularly 
in the claims. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a simple and efficient device wherein the 
fluid disinfectant may be contained and 
gradually fed to an absorbent wick from 
which said fluid is evaporated into the at 
mospheric air, provision being made for 
rendering the fluid reservoir and the absorb 
ent wick readily removable from the ex 
terior case for the purpose of refilling said 
reservoir, renewing said wick, Ol' cleaning 
the interior of the retaining case, the ar 
rangement being such as to enable the re 
moval and replacement of said parts with 
out taking down the exterior case in which 
said parts are contained, and which is 
usually fixed to a wall or other permanent 
Support. The above object is attained by 
the structure illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, in which :- 

Figure 1 is an elevation of an apparatus 
involving my invention, portions of which 
are broken away to show the construction 
and arrangement of parts. Fig. 2 is a cen 
tral longitudinal section through the appa 
ratus. Fig. 3 is a plan view of the cylin 
drical holder upon which the absorbent wick 
is mounted. 

Referring to the characters of reference, 1 
designates the case which is preferably cylin 
drical in form and is provided with the 
apertured brackets 2 through the medium of 
which said case may be secured to a wall or 
other support for the purpose of stationing 
the apparatus at the place it is desired to 
disinfect. The case is provided with a 
hinged top 3 which is normally held closed 
by a spring catch 4. The bottom 5 of the 

removed. 

the case, and which are apertured, as shown 
at 7 in Fig. 2, to receive the lugs 8 project 
ing from the inner wall of the bottom 5. 
By springing said arms from engagement 
with said lugs, the bottom may be readily 

Leading from Said bottom is a 
drip tube 9 to provide for the escape of any 
overflow of the disinfectant fluid. 

Centrally disposed within the case is a 
supporting ring 10 which rests upon a bead 
11 extending inwardly from the annular 
wall of said case. Supported upon the ring 
10 in a manner to enable it to be withdrawn 
from the case is a reservoir 12 for the dis 
infectant fluid 13. In the top of said reser 
voir is an aperture closed by a screw cap 14. 
By removing Said cap, the reservoir may 
be filled through said aperture. Extending 
vertically within said reservoir is a tube 15, 
the lower end of said tube projecting through 
the bottom of said reservoir, as shown at 16. 
The bottom portion of the wall of the case 
is perforated, as shown at 17, and within 
said bottom portion is located a wick-hold 
ing cylinder 18 which is suspended from the 
bottom of the reservoir by means of the four 
hangers 19. Mounted upon the cylinder 18 
is a tubular wick 20 of absorbent material 
which is maintained in place thereon by fric 
tional contact of said wick With the exterior 
wall of said cylinder. The upper portion of 
the wick when in place on said cylindrical 
holder extends above the top thereof, as 
shown. 

Passing vertically through the tube 15 is 
a round wick 22, said wick bending over the 
top of said tube and extending downwardly 
through the fluid to the bottom of the reser 
voir 12. This wick 22 by capillary action 
draws the fluid from the reservoir and causes 
it to drip upon the top 23 of the cylinder 
18 on which the fluid spreads to the ab 
Sorbent material 20 surrounding said cyl 
inder which takes up said fluid and from 
the outer surface of which said fluid is evap 
orated and passes through the perforations 
17 in the case into the surrounding air, as 
will be well understood in the art. 
By means of this construction when it is 

necessary to refill the reservoir, said reser 
voir may be readily removed from the case 
by opening the top 3 and withdrawing it 
therefrom, enabling the disinfectant fluid to 
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be poured into said reservoir without the 
liability of spilling said fluid on the Wall or 
support upon which the case is mounted. 
When the reservoir is withdrawn from the 
case, all of the interior parts of the appa 
ratus are removed there with, enabling the 
apparatus to be thoroughly cleaned and a 
new absorbent wick to be placed upon the 
holding cylinder 18, should it be necessary. 
In devices of this kind, where the reservoir 
is permanently located within the case, it 
can not be refilled without great inconven 
ience and danger of spilling the fluid, unless 
the device is removed from the Wall, nor can 
it be cleaned without removing it from its 
support. By means of applicant's construc 
tion the inner parts of the apparatus may be 
readily withdrawn and the whole interior 
of the case may be rendered accessible 
through either end thereof, by removing the 
bottom or raising the cap. 

Having thus fully set forth my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A disinfecting apparatus, comprising a 
case adapted to be fixed to a Support, a l'es 
ervoir removably seated in said case, an ab 
sorbent wick-holder removably located Vith 
in said case below said reservoir and having 
a flat top, a wick upon Said holder project 
ing above the flat top thereof, and means 
for discharging continuously a Small 
quantity of fluid from said reservoir cen 
trally onto the fiat top of Said Wickholder. 

2. A disinfecting apparatus comprising an 
exterior case adapted to be secured to a Sup 
port, a reservoir removably seated in Said 
case, an absorbent Wick holder Within the 
case below said reservoir, a Wick upon and 
surrounding said holder, the top of Said 
holder being flat, and means for discharging 

a small quantity of fluid from the reservoir 
onto the flat top of said holder to flow 
through said Wick. 

3. A disinfecting apparatus, comprising a 
reservoir, a wick holder suspended from Said 
reservoir, said reservoir and wick holder be 
ing removably Seated in a case, an absorbent 
wick upon said holder, a vertical tube in said 
reservoir passing through the bottom there 
of, a feeding wick having one portion there-- 
of passing through said tube and the other 
portion lying in the fluid of Said reservoir. 

4. A disinfecting apparatus, comprising a 
case, a reservoir removably seated in said 
case, a wick holder depending from the bot 
tom of said reservoir and permanently at 
tached thereto, means for removably Slip 
porting the reservoir within Said case, an ab 
sorbent wick upon the Wick holder, a tube 
in the reservoir passing through the bottom 
thereof, a feeding wick having One portion 
lying within said tube, and the other portion 
extending into the fluid within the reservoir. 

5. A disinfecting apparatus, comprising a 
fixed case, a reservoir removably mounted 
in said case, a wick holder attached to said 
reservoir and removable there with, an ab 
sorbent wick upon said holder, a vertical 
tube within the reservoir passing through 
the bottom thereof over the top of the wick 
holder, a feeding wick having a portion 
thereof passing through said tube, and the 
remaining portion immersed in the fluid of 
said reservoir. 

In testimony whereof, i sign this specifi 
cation in the presence of two witnesses. 

PATRICK. J. WALSH. 
Witnesses: 

I. G. How LETT, 
O. B. BAENZIGER. 
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