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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

IRWIN GEORGE CULVER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

NURSING-WAIST.

‘No. 880,814,

Application filed April 24,

To all whom + may concern:
" Beitknown that I, Irwin Grorer CurLveR,
a citizen of the United States, vesiding in the

. borough of Manhattan, city, county, and |
State of New York, have invented & certain

new and useful Improvement in Nursing-
Waists, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. ‘

My present invention has relation to an
improved form of outer garment or waist to
be worn by nursing mothers and so con-
trived that the infant msay be given the

" breast .in public places without .subjecting
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the mother to the slightest unpleasant ex-
posure. A

One of the objects of my invention is the
provision of & garment for carrying out the
purposes above named which shall be so
constructed as not to betray its purpose or
funetion, but which shall appear, when not
in use, 0 be an ordinary outer waist.

Another object of the invention is the pro—'

vision of a garment for the purpose first

above named which shall retain the position
-proper for use while the infant is being fed

without the necessity of sttention or manipu-
lation on the part of the mother, In other

words, my improved nursing waist is prefer-
ably so constructed that the very act of-

holding the infant in a position appropriste
for nursing will retain t}he parts of the gar-
ment in their positions appropriste for this
use.

Amnother obiect of my present invention is
the provision of a garment for the purpose
first above mentioned wherein there is prefer-
ably provided means serving at once as a
shield for the breast against cold or draft, as
a prptection against soiling of the garment
by fhitk, and as a convenient movable shield
against visual exposure of the person during
the time the infant is at the breast.

The invention is illustrated in preferred
forms in the accompanying drawings wherein

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an outer
waist with & vertically movable buttoned
flap, Fig. 2 is & similar view of a waist with a
horizontally movable buttened flap, Fig. 3 1s
a similar view of the waist of Fig. 2 provided
with a safety pad, Fig. 4 is a similar view of
a waist having an oblique fiap secured by
hooks and eyes, Fig. 5 shows the normal
position of the inner breast screen, and ¥ig. 6
shows my preferred form of waist in the
position of actual use. -

" The waist shown in Fig. 1 is butioned

Specification of Letters Patent.
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down the front slong the middle line 10 in
the usual manner. ~ In addition to this main
opening for purposes of putting the garment
on and off, 1 provide on each side properl

placed epenings. 11 closed by flaps 12 which

may be lifted up to expose the breast, as
shown on the right of Fig. 1, but normally
remains secured in the lowered position by
the button 13, as shown st the left of said

figure. These flaps can be given different

shapes and be ornamented-es desired.
Just within each opening 11 & screen 14 18
provided which preferably takes the form of

o ‘picce 0f cambric, rustin or other fextile |

secured within and along the top of each
opening. These screens lie normﬁfly spread
out within the waist just under the faps and
make it possible to open the flaps without
exposure. Furthermove, while the infant is
nursing the screen is drawn over its head
and face, thus affording complete privacy.
In Fig. 2 is shown another style of waist
wherein the side flaps 15 instead of lifting up

" tu open them, are placed s0 as to draw open

latemlliy, as shown on the right of Fig. 2.
Normall

shown on the left in that figure Iy con-
nection with this form of waist, I prefer a
sereen 18 which is secured within the opening
on an up and down suture as shown in Fig. 2.

In Fig. 2 is shown & form of whaist in whick

the buttons 17 ave in: the {lap and the button
holes are cuf in an additional flap 18 which
folds outside of the closing {lap.

p.  In-this
figure there is ulso shown,the safety pad 19
within the main covering flap. This pad
may serve in addition to the sereen to absorb

acerdental moisture and to that extent to

save the dress. It is made removable and
replaceable snd may be attached in any con-
venient manmner.

In Fig. 4 is shown still another style of
waist wherein are used a flap and opening
similar to those shown in Fig. 2, but wherein

y these flaps are buttoned over as’
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the flap is secured by hooks and eyes instead

of buttons. The hooks are shown at 20, and,
as shown on the right in thisfigure, the flap

fucks under the sides of a middie piece 21 .

which extends up and down the middle of
the front of the waist. . The flap which opens
downward has certain advantages in this
conmection which will fully appear in connee-
tion with the following description of the

mode of use of my improved garment. While

this description is directed particularly- to
Figs: 5 and 6, it is to be understood that,
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- with S]j'ght and obvious modifications, the
“proceeding herein detailed applies tothe

10

15

.20

other forms
scribed. - .

In preparing to give the breast the outer
flap 15, on the right or left side as desired, is
first unbuttoned and drawn downward as
shown'in Fig."5. The child is then placed in
the suckling position shown in Fig. 6, so that
its head holds down the flap without the
necessity of further attention on the part of
the mother.” This being done, the inner full
flexible screen 14, normally spread over the
breast within the waist, is drawn out and

allowed to fall over the child’s head and facs:

as shown in Fig. 6. - Under the screen sQ
formed the breast can be drawn forward
through the large opening 11 without wrin-
kling, straining or distorting any. portion of
the outer garment, and without any ex-

osure. whatever to the eyes of bystanders.

he screen 14 can be made light enough not
to interfere with the child’s breathing and at

- the same time it serves as a protection from
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drafts while nursing and as a shield to both
breast and dress when gathered together and
tucked into the waist after nuising. .

* What I claim is—

*1. An outer garment for nursing mothers
provided with an opening over the breast, a
covering flap for the opening forming a part
of said outer garment and a nursing screen of

of my improvement above de-.

800,614 .

flexible fabric attached to-the garment and

adapted to be concealed by tucking into the -

garmient or to be drawn outward to serve as.a
breast-concealing covering during nursing,
all arranged, substantially as described so as

to hide the purpose of the garment when the -
nursing opening is not used and to thor-.

oughly protect the wearer from all exposure

"while nursing. :

2. An outer garment for nursing mothers
provided with an opening over the breast, an
exterior covering flap for said opening, and a
{lexible curtain attached above said opening
and adapted to be tucked into the garment
or drawn out to serve as a breast concealing
covering during nursing, substantially as de-
scribed. ' ~

3. An outer garment for nursing mothers
having an opening over the breast, & covering
flap therefor adapted to be folded downward
to uncover the opening, means for securing

said flap over the opening, and a nursing

screen of flexibb fabric secured near the edge
of said opening-and adapted to either tuck
into the garment or be drawn forward and
spread out to shield the breast during nurs-
ing, substantially as described. -

- IRWIN GEORGE CULVER.
Witnesses:

H. 8. MacKave,
May A. BurLEr.
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