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To all thon, it in (ty concey'. . 
known that I, RIC3IAiRi 'i, SBN i3e it known that I, RICiAir. TSON, 

a citizen of the Jirited States, residing ai. 
ety'oii, county of Wayne. State of Siici Detroit, county of Wayne. S 

gan, have invented a cert till { \, : S. 
ful improvement in Clasping Devices for 

'.../ 

Loose-Leaf inders, and declare the foliow 
ing to be : fall, clear, and exact description 
of the same, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it pertains to make and 
use, the same, reference being had to the 
accomjanying drawings, which fo1") in a part 
of this specification. 
This invention relates to clasping devices 

for loose leaf binders, and has for its object 
a divided ring device the portions of which 
are adapted to close together and lock the 
leaves into the binder and that can be readily 
opened at any time. This divided ring 
works upon the toggle principie and the 
spring action which holds the ring parts 
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ring being the lip-raised terminal poikiki in 

. () 

open or closed can be aforded wholly from: 
the wires which go to make up the ring. 
The half-rings are held to the binder piate 
by being formed integral with wires thi 
xtend along the binder plate. each hail 
the wire. 
A further object of my invention 

by which the divided i provide means b 
can be ileid at any point, aioleg the 
piate. This is accomplished by trictio: 

the yies. forced from y 
... other chject is provisioi for use of 

the divided rings neare: together at the ('en 
{er and closer to the ends of tie iniei pate. 
This is accomplished by the use of reversio!e 
unenbei's. 
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in the (i' Viii)SS :- ilgli'8 is a 
tion 'it the sea 

the wiles at the base. The 
it his figlie in the positio; assumed vyi 
tie half rigs are closed. 2, is an at 
elevatio of... the ide; piate - 

ion, if the clasping 
(: CSc. i 

s 

liiga 

telli (; ; ( 
tion anti the ring 
binder plate ii. - 

is an end elevation 
side elevati (ii) of the 

(pell as show in at the 
5, is an end elevatioi 

that it 

ciasing 

a side elevation of the half rings at the ex 
the right. ii'ee open position, as shown at 

: . ), 

... - '? . . . . . . . . . . . . edges 3 aid it for Isling 
the base potions i and 32 of 
rings Rd 3 Fe join aled. The togg;3 iS 

neet is a toggle at (t. The meeting surfaces 
may be fiat or there may be a projection and 
recess as at ) in ig. á. emioy a sheath 

ing plate 9 to more securely hold tig 
ions (t" in their proper relation of st 
This stress keeps the half rings i 

s 

s 

closed, or partially open position, silei as 
shown in Figs. 2, 4, and 5. The wire por 
tions a press the wire portions 11 and 12, 
So firmly against the tip-turned edges 3 and 
4 of the binder plate, that tihere is consider. . 

to abie fiction. This frictioi is stuficient 
hold the hail ri 

position upon the binder plate, 
can be slidaioing by applying the re 

6 any desired position. The 
{e not only holds the legs a 

(iii'eci t 
sheath : 

n}0i'e sectirely from separating, but also con. 
ce 8, a very valuatie feature in 
device. 

s the ( 

siance a linost e(i. 
inder plate, or if 

it bäck oi), 
ustability and the 

silic to the 'eversibility o 

s ge i. * , , , ne Oregoing (i. 
{{Sis: 8 : c c : 

- - - in a Wing 

binder state and fina 9 

formed by the legs at that are bent back and 
g s 
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having in combination, a bindie plate, and 
a reversible clasping unit comprising a pair 
of wires having half ring portions and por 
ions placed under tension, and a siidable 
sheathing slidable along the binder plate 
and housing the portions under tension, the 
ihalf ring portions protruding from the 
sheathing eccentrically and the ends of the 
sheathing being reversible, substantially as 
described. 

3. A clasping device for loose leaf binders, 
having in combination, a binder plate hav 
ing turned over edges for aiiag channels at 
each side, a pair of half rings having base por 
tions rotatably journaled in said channels, 
each base portion doubling back upon itself, 
the doubling portions of the two half rings 
being adapted to engage each ot 

2. A clasping device for loose leaf binders, 
w 

t 

her and 
adapted, when the half rings close, to com 
press together forcing the other parts of the 
base portions into frictional engagement 
with the turned over edges of the binder 
plate and aiso affording spiring action to 
keep the half rings in closed relation, sub 
stantially as described. 

4. A clasping device for loose eaf binders, 
having in combination, a binder plate and 
a clasping unit, slidable therealong and coin 
prising a hair of wires forning half rings 

plate, substantiaily as described. 
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3.ind having base portions that are com 
y l " pressed together and against the lis) der 

plate, when the half rings are closed, and 
thereby afford both spring action to keep 
the haif itings closed and friction with the 
binder plate to keep the unit in any given 
position of adjustment along the binder 

5. A clasping device for loose leaf binders, 
having in coabination, a binder piate with 
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40 
turned over edges to form channels at each . 
side and a clasping unit comprising a sheath 
ing engaging over and slidably on said 
turned over portions of the binder plate as 
guides, and a pair of wires inclosed in said 
sheathing forming half rings and having 
base portions that are compressed together 
and against the said turned over edges of 
the binder plate, when the half rings are 
closed, thereby, affording both spring action 
to keep the half rings closed and friction 
with the binder plate to keep the unit in any 
given position of adjustment along the 
binder plate, substantially as described. 

In testinomy whereof, I sign this specifi 
cation in the presence of two witnesses. 

RICHARD 34."VATSCN. 
Witnesses: - 

iOTTA i EE BRAY, 
VIRGINIA. C. SPRATT. 

45 

50 

55 

  


