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To all whom it may convern: :

Be it known- that L, Virernia Davis, a
citizen of 'the United States, residing in- the
city, county, and State of' New' York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Key-Rings, of which the following
18 -a specification. B

This invention is an improvement in key
rings of the type wherein a plurality of
keys may be carried on a main ring: with
which main ring is associated a supple-
mentary, ring for helding a single key
usually a night key or an office key which 1t
is desired to have accessible.

Hey rings of this general character have
been heretofore known, an example of which
is the key ring disclosed in my co-pending
application, Serial No. 256,161, filed Sept.
30, 1918, In this prior ring the structure is
made from a single piece of wire formed
to two loops both of which lie in the same
plane and one of which Ioops is of the split
ring variety to allow of the pesitioning of
a ey on the ring. With a ring of this type

“the maintaining of the halves of the split

ring in face abutting relation is depending
entirely upon the circumferential resiliency
of the loops and it is found in practice that
if the ring is strained through the position-
ing of a particularly heavy key thereon the
parts of the split ring are no longer held in
face abutting relation for the reason that
the tension or resiliency of the ring, which
ordinarily accomplishes this result 1s lost.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a key ring wherein the maintaining
of the portions of the split ring in face abut-
ting velation is depending upon the radial
resiliency of the ring whereby said ring may
not be so readily strained as in rings of the
other character.

In carrying out the pregent invention the
ey ring 1s made from a single piece of wire
wwhich is formed into two loops one of which
lies in a plane preferably perpendicular to
the plane of the other. One of the rings is
a split ring and the other is plain, the plain
ring serving to maintain the parts of the
spht ring in face abutting relation.

Features of the invention, other than those
specified, will be apparent from the herein-
after detailed description, taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings.

In the accompanying drawings, 1 have
illustrated one practical form of the inven-
tion, but the construction shown therein is to

Specification of Letters Patent, Patgnjted Jllllé 15,1920.
Application filed. March 26, 1919, Serial No. 285,311,

be understood as illustrative only and: not
as_defining the limits of -the invention.

Referring to the drawing, '

Figure 1'is a perspective view of the in-
vention, showing a plurality of keys mounted
on the main ring and a single key secured
to the supplemental ring; '

Fig. 2 15 a face view of the key ring.

Fig. 3 is.an edge view thereof; and

Tig.

a key on the ring. I

Referring to the drawings 1 designates the
main ring and 2 the supplemental ring.
The material from which the device is con-
structed is preferably of round wire the
ends of which are flattened and brought into
face abutting relation at 3 to form the sup-
plemental ring 2 as a split ring. Tt will be
noted from the drawings that the main and
supplemental rings are connected by a shank
4 and lie in planes perpendicular 4o one
another so that the plane of parting of the
split ring or supplemental ring 3 is in a
plane which is perpendicular to the plane
of the main ring 1.

The advantage of this construction is that
the radial resiliency of the ring 1 serves to
hold the loop portions of the supplemental
ring in face abutting relation as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 but if 1t is desired to place a
key on the ring said ring may be manipu-
lated as shown in Fig. 4 to overcome the
radial resiliency of the main ring for the
purpose of forcing the abutting faces of the
supplemental ring free from engagement
with one another so that a key 5 may be
readily positioned on the supplemental ring
as shown. As soon as the main ring is re-
leased by the fingers the parts will imme-
diately resume the form of Tig. 2 and the
key cannot possibly becoms disengaged. It
it 1s desired to move the key 5 to position on
the main ring 1, this may be readily accom-
plished by causing the kev to pass between
the members-of the shank 4 and into the po-
sition 5 of Fig. 1.

In the commercial form of the invention
the rings 1 or 2 may be either circular in
form or elongated as desired. In either in-
stance the operation remains the same and
all the benefits inherent in the emnloyment
of radial resiliency of the main ring to
maintain the parts of the supplemental ring
in engagement vesulis. It is moreover,
found in practice that when the main and
supplemental rings are in different planes as

4 shows the manner of positioning "
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shown, a ring of keys will stow to much bet-
ter advantage in a pocket than if both rings
lie in the same plane.

It will be understood that slight, or for-
mal changes may be made in the specific
structure herein described without depart-
ing from the spirit or substance of the in-
vention, the scope of which is commensurate
with the amended claims.

It will be understood that any adaptable
material may be used in the construction of
the key ring and that the wire employed
may be of any customary cross section.
Thus if the flat material is employed the de-
vice readily lends itself to advertising pur-
poses.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by

- Letters Patent is:
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1. As a new article of manufacture, a key
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ring formed from a continuous piece of wire
and embodying a main ring having ends or
leads extending therefrom and returned
upon themselves to form a supplemental
ring positioned in a plane perpendicular to
the plane of the main ring, said supple-
mental ring being provided with a-slit or
opening  whereby a key may be inserted
through the slit and secured to the ring.

2. ‘As a new article of manufacture, a key
ring formed from a continuous piece of wire
and embodying two loops positioned in
planes substantially perpendicular to one
another, one of which loops is provided with
a slit or opening whereby a key may be in-
Terted through the slit and sec¢ured to the
cop. ,

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification.

VIRGINIA DAVIS,
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