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United States Patent Office 2,768,718 
Patented Oct. 30, 1956 

2,768,718 
PICNIC CASES 

Maurice Albert Hassid, London, England, assignor, by 
nese assignments, to N. S. F. Limited, Keighley, 
Yorkshire, England, a British company 

Application April 28, 1953, Serial No. 351,703 
6 Claims. (Cl. 190-11) 

This invention relates to a picnic case and has for its 
object to provide an improved construction of picnic case 
which is capable of conveniently accommodating vacuum 
flasks, food containers, plates and other articles, and also 
capable of being converted into a table or tray. 
The invention consists of a picnic case comprising two 

halves hinged together and so constructed that when in 
closed position form a closed container with a single 
carrying handle and when in fully opened position form 
a tray or table with a carrying handle at each end, said 
case being provided with internal fittings adapted to form 
seating for the contents of the case when the case is closed 
to form a container and to serve as supporting legs when 
the case is fully opened to form a tray or table. 

In order that the invention may be more clearly under 
stood one particular embodiment thereof will now be 
described by Way of example with reference to the accom 
panying drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is an inverted plan view of the case in its 
fully opened position. 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the case in opened posi 
tion and converted into a table or tray, 

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Figure 2, 
Figure 4 is a similar section to Figure 3 on an enlarged 

Scale of one corner of the case in closed position (indi 
cated by full and chain dotted lines in Figure 3) and 

Figure 5 is a section on an enlarged scale of the means 
for locking the case in fully opened position. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view of the case on 
an enlarged scale, and 

Fig. 7 is a side view of Fig. 6. 
Referring to these drawings the picnic case comprises 

two square tray-like halves 6 and 7 of the same depth 
and of identical shape and construction and hinged to 
gether at their adjacent sides by hinges 8 in such a manner 
that when turned towards each other about said hinges 
into the fully closed position form an enclosed container 
as shown by full and chain dotted lines on the left of 
Figure 2, and when turned away from each other into the 
fully opened position lie side-by-side in the same plane to 
form a tray or table, as shown in full lines in Figure 2. 
Each of said halves 6 and 7 is provided on the side opposite 
to the hinged side with a handle portion 9 so arranged that 
when the case is closed the handle portion of one half 6 
cooperates with the handle portion of the other half 7 to 
form a single carrying handle for the case or container, 
as shown on the left of Figure 2, and when the case is in 
fully opened position the handle portions 9 of the halves 
6 and 7 form separate carrying handles at each end of 
the tray or table thus formed, as shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

Each of the two halves 6 and 7 is provided with a pair 
of interlocking members 0, the members 10 of one half 
6 being adapted to interlock with the members 10 of the 
other half 7 when said halves 6 and 7 are closed to form 
the container, the purpose of said interlocking members 
being to hold the container in closed position. The inter 
locking members are each provided with a lug 11 and 
corresponding recess 12, the lugs 11 of the interlocking 
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members 10 fitted in one half of the casing being arranged 
to engage in the recess 12 in the interlocking members 
fitted in the other half of the casing when the two halves 
are closed together to form a closed container. Each 
of the lugs 11 is provided on one side with a notch 13 
into which engages an arcuate portion of a Spring 4, 
fitted in a key-hole recess in one wall of each of the 
recesses 2, when the case is closed. Thus, the interlock 
ing members 0 interlock with a snap action. 

In a transverse channel or slot in each of the interlock 
ing members 10 is a slide member 15 adapted to be moved 
from the position shown on the left hand side of Fig 
ure 3 to the position shown at the right hand side of Fig 
ure 3 to hold the frame elements or fittings 16 in the 
Open position, that is when opened out to form legs as 
shown in Figure 2. Figs. 6 and 7 show slide member 15 
and Spring 14 in detail. These frame elements or fittings 
16 are pivotally mounted by an arm 16a mounted in a 
channel or slot formed between the interlocking members 
16 and the wall of the casing. The frame elements or 
fittings 6 are arranged to lie flat in the bottom of each 
of the container halves 6 and 7 as shown in Figure 1 in 
which position they form seatings for the contents of the 
container, such as for example, thermos flasks, plates and 
other containers shown in chain dotted lines in Figure 1. 
Preferably one of the fittings 16 is provided with a flexible 
adjustable strap 17 for holding plates or dishes 8 rigidly 
in position in the manner illustrated in Figure 1. 
The outer Surfaces of the hinged end walls of each of 

the halves 6 and 7 are provided with undulations 9 
which, when the halves 6 and 7 are opened out as shown 
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in Figures 1 and 2, hold the halves 6 and 7 against rela 
tive lateral displacement and thus prevent strains and 
stresses on the hinge members 8 when the device is used 
as a tray or table. 
A locking member (Figure 5) is provided in each of 

the halves 6 and 7 for locking said halves in open posi 
tion when the device is used as a tray or table. Said 
locking members each comprise a substantially U-shaped 
element 2 slidably mounted in a channel 2, formed in 
a wall of one half of the case, by means of one leg 20a 
of the U-shaped element. Said leg 20a is provided at 
its outer free end with an enlargement 23b and the chan 
nel 21 is provided with an abutment 7a whereby said 
U-shaped element is prevented from being completely 
removed from said channel 21. When the two halves 6 
and 7 of the case are to be locked in the open position 
(Figures 1 and 2) the locking member is slid out of the 
channel 21 from the position shown in chain dotted lines 
in Figure 5 then rotated about the axis of the leg 29a 
and finally pushed back into the channel 2 in the position 
shown in full lines in Figure 5 whereby the adjacent side 
walls 7b and 6a of the two halves 7 and 6 respectively 
are locked between the legs of the U-shaped element. 
What I claim is: 
1. A picnic case comprising two tray-like members 

hinged together and movable with respect to one another 
between an aligned position in which the two tray-like 
members form a table top and a position closely together 
in which the said members form a case, a frame member 
for each of said tray-like members for receiving contents 
placed in the case, each of said frame members having a 
pair of open frame cradle-forming leg parts for cradling 
the contents of said case, a part connecting said leg parts 
and a hinge part, and a hinge part on each of said tray 
like members cooperating with the hinge part of the 
frame member attached to the respective tray-like mem 
ber, the frame member in each tray-like member being 
thereby movable between a case contents cradle-forming 
position in said tray-like member to a support forming 
position extending from said tray-like member in which 
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latter position each leg part forms a leg for the said tray 
like members in the table top position. 

2. A picnic case comprising two tray-like members, 
hinge means hinging together adjacent side walls of said 
Inembers for movement with respect to one another be 
tween an aligned position in which the two tray-like mem 
bers form a table top and a position closely together in 
which the said members form a case, a frame member for 
receiving contents placed in said case for each of said 
tray-like members, each of said frame members having 
a pair of open frame cradle-forming leg parts for cradling 
said contents, a part connecting said leg parts and a hinge 
part, a hinge part on each of said tray-like members co 
operating with the hinge part on the frame member 
attached to said tray-like member, the frame metriber in 
each tray-like member being thereby movable between a 
case contents cradle forming position in the respective 
tray-like member to a support forming position extending 
from said tray-like member in which position each leg 
part forms a leg for the said tray-like members in the 
table top position, and locking means movable between an 
unlocked position and a locked position embracing the 
adjacent hinge side walls of the tray-like members when 
said members are in aligned position. 

3. A picnic case comprising two tray-like members, 
each comprising a base and upstanding side walls, said 
members being hinged together along one side wall and 
movable with respect to one another between an aligned 
position in which the tray-like members form a table 
top, the base of said members cooperating as leaves of 
said table, and a position closely together in which the 
said members cooperate to form the two halves of a case, 
a seating means for receiving contents placed in the case 
adjustably attached in each tray-like member, each of 
said seating means being movable between a first case 
contents receiving position lying in its respective member 
and a second position extending from its said member to 
form a support for said tray-like members in the table top 
position, and open-ended table top locking pieces movable 
between an unlocked position and a locked position 
embracing the adjacent hinged side walls of the tray-like 
members when said tray-like members are aligned. 

4. A picnic case according to claim 3 in which the side 
wall of one tray-like member hinged to the other tray-like 
member has bores therein and the locking pieces include 
headed limbs, each bore slidably receiving one limb of 
a locking piece, each bore at its mouth being formed with 
a limb retaining lip for engaging the head on the respec 
tive limb, each of said bores being situated normal to the 
base of the respective tray-like member and each of said 
bores being spaced from the inner side of said side wall 
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by a distance equal to the span of an open end of said 
locking pieces. 

5. A picnic case comprising two tray-like members 
hinged together and movable with respect to one another 
between an aligned position in which the two tray-like 
members form a table top and a position closely together 
in which the said members form a case, a seating means 
for receiving contents placed in the case adjustably at 
tached to each tray-like member, each of said seating 
means being movable between a first contents receiving 
position lying in its tray-like member and a second posi 
tion extending from its tray-like member to support said 
tray-like members in the table top position, and an inter 
locking member on each tray-like member, each interlock 
ing member in the closed case forming position of the tray 
like members engaging an interlocking member on the 
other tray-like member, each such interlocking member 
having a lug, a recess and a spring adjacent said recess, 
the lug on each interlocking member in the closed position 
of said members being resiliently maintained in the recess 
of the interlocking member of the other tray-like member 
by the spring adjacent said recess. 

6. A picnic case comprising two tray-like members, each 
comprising a base and upstanding side walls, said mem 
bers being hinged together along one side wall and mov 
able with respect to one another between a position in 
which the hinged side walls abut and in which the tray 
like members are aligned to form a table top and a posi 
tion in which the tray-like members cooperate as comple 
mentary halves to form a case, undulations along the 
faces of the hinged side walls which abut in the table top 
forming position of the members, the crests of the undula 
tions on one side wall engaging the troughs of the undula 
tions on said other side wall when the faces abut, and a 
seating means for receiving contents placed in the case 
adjustably attached to each tray-like member, the said 
seating means being movable between a first contents re 
ceiving position lying in its tray-like member and a second 
position extending from its tray-like member to support 
said tray-like members in the table top position thereof. 
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