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This invention relates to a wall construction and more 
particularly to a clip for securing or anchoring wallboard 
panels to a wire type support. 

Various clips of this type have heretofore been pro 
posed, but none of them are particularly suited for use 
with wire type supports. By wire type support is meant 
one formed of pairs of elongated wire rods; one of said 
pairs being spaced from and in parallel relation with the 
other. The spaced pairs are normally interconnected with 
respect to one another by a tortuous web rod extending 
therebetween. Because of the construction of a stud 
of this type, nails or screws are not adapted for use 
therewith. 

Thus, it is one of the objects of this invention to pro 
vide a clip which is readily adapted for use with supports 
of the wire type. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
clip for anchoring wallboard panels to a wire type Sup 
port wherein the clip is concealed from view when the 
panels are in place. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
a clip which may be readily used by one not possessed 
of any unique or particular skill for anchoring panels 
to a wire type support. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
a wall construction which is simple and inexpensive to 
erect, and is possessed of highly desired structural charac 
teristics. 

Further and additional objects will appear from the 
description, accompanying drawings, and appended claims. 

In accordance with one embodiment of this invention, 
a clip is provided for use in anchoring a plurality of offset 
edge wallboard panels arranged in abutting, coplanar edge 
to-edge relation to a support, said clip comprising a center 
section which is adapted to be disposed within a joint 
formed intermediate abutting panels. Formed at one edge 
of the center section and extending angularly in one di 
rection therefrom is a finger which is adapted to pene 
trate the edge of one of the abutting panels. Spaced 
from the finger and extending angularly from the center 
section is a head section having a portion thereof extend 
ing from said center section in substantially the same 
direction as said finger for resilient engagement with the 
support against which the panels rest. A second portion 
of the head section extends angularly from the opposite 
side of the center section and is adapted to resiliently 
engage the back surface of one of the abutting panels 
whose edge is not penetrated by the finger of the clip. 

For a more complete understanding of this invention, 
reference should now be made to the drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
improved wall construction; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 
along line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the improved 
clip, shown in the wall construction of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a back elevational view of the improved clip; 
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Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of the . 

abutting edge of the panel which is penetrated by the clip; 
and 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged side elevational view of the clip, 
alone. 

Referring now to the drawings and more particularly 
to Fig. 1, an improved wall construction is shown com 
prising a wire type support 10, a plurality of wallboard 
panels Aa and lib arranged in abutting edge-to-edge re 
iation to form a pair of substantially parallel courses A 
and B disposed on opposite sides of the support 10, a clip 
52 for Securing the panels of a course to the Support and 
a runner E3 in which the end of the Support nests. 
The support 10 in this instance is shown to be of a wire 

type construction comprising two pairs of elongated wire 
rods A4 and 5 arranged in upright, spaced substantially 
parallel relation with respect to one another. The pairs 
of wire rods or chords 4 and E5 are held in spaced rela 
tion with respect to one another by a tortuous web rod. 
or member 6 which is adapted to have a portion thereof 
secured by welding or any other suitable means to each 
of the pairs of wire chords 4 and 5. The bottom 
and top (the latter not shown) of the support 10 are 
adapted to nest between the flanges 17 formed on the floor 
and ceiling runners 3, only the former being shown. 
The flanges 57 of the runner 13, as seen more clearly in 
Fig. 1, converge a slight amount so that the space be 
tween the corresponding outer edges thereof is less than 
the cross width of or the spacing between corresponding. 
points on the pairs of wire chords of the support 10. 
Thus, when mounting or positioning the support 10 with 
in the runner 13, the Support is first positioned approxi 
mately 45 in either direction from that shown in Fig. 1 
thereby enabling the end of the support to be inserted 
between the convergent flanges 17. Once the support 
end has been inserted between the flanges, the support 10 
is twisted to the position shown thereby causing the 
fanges, which are resilient, to move outwardly to a sub 
stantially parallel relation. Thus the end of the support 
19 is positively gripped between the flanges 17 and as 
stimes a substantially fixed relation with respect thereto 
and does not require any further securing of the support 
to the runner. v 
The wallboard panels as shown more clearly in Figs. 2. 

and 5, in this instance, have a gypsum core and are of 
a laminated construction wherein the laminations 18 and 
E3’ thereof are cemented or glued together in an offset 
relation with respect to one another to form a shiplap type 
edge. The exposed abutting edges of the panels, in this 
instance, are beveled, as shown in Fig. 2. The V-shaped 
joint which is formed by the abutting beveled edges is 
subsequently filled with a filler material, thereby causing 
the exposed surface of the course of panels to have a 
Smooth planar appearance. The abutting edge of one of 
the panels, namely, la, as seen in Figs. 2 and 5, is pro 
vided with a recess or slot 2 formed in the edge thereof 
between the aiminations 8 and 18 for receiving a por 
tion of the clip 2 to be hereinafter described. When 
the panels are positioned relative to one another to form 
a course, it is to be noted that the rearwardly protruding 
portion of the lamination 3 formed in the trailing 
edge of panel lib, is disposed behind the forwardly pro 
truding portion of lamination 8, formed in the leading 
edge of panel a, see Fig. 2. It is to be noted that 
the recess 26 is formed in the edge of the panel, wherein 
the forwardly protruding edge of the exposed lamina 
tion 18 overlies the rearwardly protruding edge of the 
concealed lamination 8'. While the wallboard panels 
are shown in this instance to be of laminated construc 
tion, it is to be understood, of course, that any type of 
wallboard having a shiplap edge may be utilized, 
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The clip. 12, as seen more clearly in Fig. 3, is formed 
of... sheet metal material and comprises a center section 
21 which is adapted to be disposed within the joint formed 
between the abutting panels lia and 1b. Extending 
angularly from: one edge: of center section 21 is a curved 
resilient finger-22 having a pointed end 23 which is adapted 
to be inserted within the recess 20 of panel 11a when 
thei wall...is being erected. The curvature of the finger 
22 facilitates insertion of the pointed end 23 within the 
recess: 20. By reason of the resiliency of finger 22, the 
latter assumes: a relatively straight position, see Fig. 2, 
once it has been inserted to its fullest extent within the 
recess.20. The size of the recess. 20 is substantially the 
same: as the thickness of material of the finger 22. In 
instances; however, where no recess 20 is formed in the 
abutting edges of one. of the panels, the finger 22 may 
be readily caused to penetrate the abutting edge of the 
panel by reason of the fact that it has a pointed end 23. 
Formed. on the opposite edge of center section 21 is a 
head. section 24 having portions 24a and 24b arranged 
in stepped relation with respect to one another. The 
center and finger portions 21 and 22 of the clip in this 
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instance, are: struck out from the portion 24a of head 
section. 24, as seen more clearly in Fig. 3, thereby result 
ing in the portion 24a comprising a pair of spaced paral 
lel resilient strips 25. The corresponding outer edge of 
each strip 25 is offset in a direction toward finger 23 to 
form a bead 26. The bead 26 is spaced from the cen 
tersection 21 a distance substantially the same as the 
width of a pair of the wire chords 14 or 15 of the sup 
port 10 as seen more clearly in Fig. 2, so that, when 
the clip is mounted on the support, portion 24a will snap 
into interlocking relation with the adjacent pair of wire 
chords: 14 or 15. The other stepped portion 24b of head 
section 24 has the outer edge thereof offset in substan 
tially the same direction as bead 26 to form a bead 27 
which, when the clip is in place, is adapted to yieldably 
engage the back surface 28 of the abutting panel 11b, 
which panel has the adjacent edgethereof not penetrated 
by the finger 23 of the clip. 
While the clip, as shown in the drawing, incorporates 

a head section 24 having portions 24a and 24b thereof 
in stepped relation, it is to be understood, of course, 
that the portions 24a and 24b may be in coplanar rela 
tion without departing from the scope of the invention 
and that bead 27 formed on portion 24b may extend a 
greater distance than bead 26 so as to compensate for 
the stepped relation. 

In attaching the clip to the Support 10, the applicator 
first positions. panel 11a. against the wire chords 14 or 
15 of the support 10. It is assumed, of course, that the 
Support. 10. has already been positioned on the runner 
13 in a manner, as heretofore described. It is important 
that the leading edge of lamination 18' of panel a ter 
minate at a point with respect to the support, as seen in 
Fig.2. The pointed edge 23 of the clip is then brought 
into alignment, with the opening of the recess 20 and 
the bead. 26 of strips 25 abuts the right hand wire chord 
of thespair of chords 14 of the support 10. The clip is 
then moved to the left causing the strips 25 of the clip 
to slip, over and in back of the chords 14 and simultane 
ously therewith the finger 22 is moved into the recess 20. 

While the clip 12 is shown used in combination with 
a wire; type support, it is to be understood, of course, 
that another type of support may be used which is pro 
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4 
vided with a part thereof over which the resilient" strips 
25 of the clip may snap into interlocking relation there 
with. 
Thus it will be seen that when the clip is in place it 

is completely concealed from the exposed surface of each 
of the courses A and B. The improved construction is 
simple and inexpensive to erect and is possessed of highly 
desired structural characteristics. Furthermore, the clip 
is adapted primarily for use with Supports or studs 10 
which are of the wire type construction, 

While a particular embodiment of this invention is 
shown above, it will be understood, of course, that the 
invention is not to be limited thereto, since many modifi 
cations may be made, and it is contemplated, therefore, 
by the appended claims, to cover any such modifications 
as fall within the true spirit and scope of this invention. 

I claim: 
A wall construction comprising, a plurality of wall 

panels having offset edge portions arranged in abutting 
coplanar edge-to-edge relationship to form a course of 
panels with joints therebetween; an upright stud disposed 
adjacent an interior surface of said course in close proxim 
ity to a joint, said stud abutting the interior surface of 
one of the joint-forming panels having a portion of the 
abutting edge thereof exteriorly overlapping an interior 
portion of the abutting edge of the other joint forming 
panel, and a clips for securing said overlapping edges 
together and for securing said stud to said interior sur 
face; said clip comprising a substantially flat, thin cen 
ter section inserted in the portion of the joint formed 
by the abutting panels and behind said exterior portion, 
a resilient finger extending transversely from said center 
section and penetrating the joint-forming edge of said 
abutting panel having the exterior overlapping portion, 
and a head section formed on the interior edge of said 
center section, said head section including a resilient 
first portion spaced from said finger and extending trans 
versely from said center section in substantially the same 
direction as said finger, the distal end of said first por 
tion being offset toward said finger whereby said distal 
end and said first portion cooperates with said interior 
Surface of the panel to form a pocket in which said stud 
is resiliently held in snap-in interlocking relationship, 
and a second portion of said head portion disposed in 
stepped relationship with respect to said first portion and 
extending transversely from said center section in a di 
rection opposite from that of said first portion and yield 
ingly contacting the interior Surface of said adjacent panel, 
said second portion resiliently urging the interior portion 
of said adjacent panel into positive engagement with 
said exterior portion, said head comprising a relatively 
rigid member with said center section as a central sup 
port whereby the resilient engagement of said second 
portion with said adjacent panel effects the resilient en 
gagement of said first portion with said stud against said 
interior surface. 
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