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UNITED STATES
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.PATE"NTf o.chE:

ARTEUR R. EUTCHENS OF LAKE WALES I‘LORIDA

DOUBLE VISIBILITY CARD RAGK

Ap}phcatlon filed July- 3, 1930.~. Serial.»No. 465,726.

This invention relates to visible card racks
and more partlcularly to a double-visibility
card rack. '

One of the objects of the invention is to
prov1de a card rack of simple and staunch

8 construction and equipped with cards which
afford surfaces visible from opposﬂ:e sides
of the rack frame. Another object is to equip
a card rack with cards which serve as sup-

10 Ports for each other within the rack frame,
thus dispensing with separate card-support-
ing elements.
rack frame with cards adapted to be support-
ed by each other, the cards being slidable in
-1 the frame to expose simultaneously informa-
tion bearing surfaces visible on opposite sides
‘of the frame.” A further object is to provide
slidable supporting members in a rack frame

to protect and support the cards and to main-.
tain them in alignment.. Other objects-and

20
advantages will appear as the description

pr oceeds.

The invention is fully described in the fol-
lowing specification and shown in  the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a broken front view in eleva-
tion of apparatus embodying my invention;
'I‘w 2is a broken rear view in elevation; Fig.

8 is a sectional view, the section. being taken
as indicated at line 3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a
broken detail VleW 111ustrat1ng a method of
exposing cards; Fig. 5is a perspective detail
view of a smgle card of the type used in the
frame; Fig. 6 is a front view in elevation of
a modified form of card and card rack ar-
rangement Fig. 7 is a broken rear view ; Fig.
8is a broken sectional view, the section be-
ing taken at line 8 of Fig. 6; Fig. 9 is a rear
view of a plurality of cards secured ‘together
in stepped relation; Fig. 10 is a view similar
‘to Fig. 9, the securmg strips having been re-
moved I‘w 11 is a side detail view of the
cards as ‘11‘1‘&110'6(1 within the rack frame; and
Fig. 12 is a plan view of a removable card
which may be used with the modified card-
‘rack frame combination 1llustrated in Figs.
6,7,8,9,10 and 11.
Referrmg to the form of apparatus and
card construction shown in Figs. 1,2, 3,4 and

25

- 30

50°

preferably secured in the front part of the

Another object is to equip a .

1low and thus to support the card thereon.

formed of wood, metal, or other suitable ma- -
“terial.
- relatively wide front panel strips 1, side strips
‘2 and rear frame panels 3. The

The frame A may be provided with

panels or
strips 3 are preferably wider than the side
strips 2 so that there is provided between the
members 1.and 3 a longitudinal slotway in

which the cards, hereinafter described, may

be slidably confined. - A pane of glass 4 1s

frame adjacent the rear sides of the panels
or strips 1 and may be held in position by
cross pieces 5 at the two ends of the frame.
The cards 6 which are carried in the frame
are preferably formed as illustrated in Fig.
‘Each of the cards is preferably provided -

’w1tn segments 7 which are struck from op-
 posite corners-at the upper side of the card.

The segments 7 form projections adapted to
engage the top wall or edge of the card be-

-3

The segments 7 may be lifted out of engage-
ment with the edge of the card below by ver-

:tlcal movement,

To support the cards 6 within the frame, a
pair of triangular blocks or slides 8 may be
employed. Preferably the lower block 8 is

-equipped with a card 9 which is'secured to its

rear side and which projects above the block

8'so as to engage the segment 7 of a card
‘above. -
'with-a card 10 which is secured to the rear

The upper block 8 is also provided -

side of the block, card 10, however, being pro-
vided with segments 7 adapted to rest upon
the top edge of a card below. As shown

‘more clearly in Fig. 3, the lower block 8 lies -

at the réar of the tier of cards 6, while the
upper block 8 lies in front of the cards, be-

“tween the cards and the glass pane 4. Both

the upper and lower ‘blocks 8 are slidably g

“mounted in the frame.

The cards 6 may be inserted within the rack
frame by slightly bending them until they

‘have been passed in front of the rear panel

members 3. Within the frame, the segments 7 95
of the cards serve to support one card upon
the other. in spaced relation, the lowermost

.card engaging the card 9 on lower block 8 and
‘the uppermost card encragmg the segments T
5, A designates a rack frame which may be - e

of card 10. 100 .
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In the operation of the apparatus, any par-
ticular card, the upper edge portion of which
is visible from the rear and may bear an in-
dex word, may be raised to expose the infor-
mation thereon by any convenient means,
such as for example, a sharp pointed instru-
ment 11, The operator by thrusting the in-
strument 11 into the upper edge portion of
the card may raise that card and those super-

imposed thereabove while the cards-below. re-:

main in their original position. The raising
of the particular card exposes not only the
information on the rear side of the card
raised but also information carried on'the
front. side of the card below, thus simul-
taneously affording visibility from both sides
of the rack. During this operation, the up-
per block -8 which 1s raised with the upper
tier of cards holds the cards in alignment and
aids in the quick return of the cards to their
original position, ' T
The cards 6 may be formed of cardboard,
or any other suitable material. If desired,
instead of employing integral segments 7, re-

inforcing tabs or other means may be used to

support the cards one upon the other in
stepped. relation. The cards may be readily
removed from or inserted within the frame in
the- manrner already described. o
" In the modified form and arrangement
shown in Figs. 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11 and 12, the

- frame A may be substantially the ‘same as
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that illustrated in Figs. 1,2, 8, 4 and 5. The
cards employed in the modified arrangement
are preferably of two forms, fixed cards 12

‘and removable cards 13. Rach of the fixed

cards 12 is preferably cut away at its lower
side to provide a rectangular-shaped space 14
and a pair of depending legs 15.  In each of
the legs 15 a-segment 16 is struck therefrom
rearwardly and upwardly and is adapted to
support the lower edge of the card next above,
as shown more clearly in Fig. 11.  The fixed
cards 12 may therefore be arranged so that
each card by means of segment 16 carries in
spaced relation the next card thereabove. To
re-inforce the fixed cards 12, a strip 17 of

tape; celluloid, metal. or other suitable ma-

terial may be secured to the rear side of the

ccards so as to engage part of the exposed por-
‘tions of legs 15 and segments 16. ~After the

re-inforcing strips 17 have been applied to the
cards, the column of cards may be pressed into
the frame by springing the cards past the rear
panel members 3. A triangular block 18,
which is preferably fixed within the upper
part of the frame, may be employed to sup-

port the cards in the desived angular ar-
rangement and in vertical alignment. The
‘bottommost card may be secured directly to

the frame or, if a block is used, to the block.
- The fixed cards or partitions 12 may be

formed' of bristol-board, celluloid, metal or

any other-suitable material. -
The removable cards 13 are preferably of

1,875,382

the usual rectangular shape illustrated in
Fig. 12 and may be made of thin cardboard
or any other inexpensive or suitable material.
The card is preferably long enough to en-

gage the segments 16 on the legs 15 of the -

fixed cards 12, and high enough so that a
top.edge portion will extend above the par-
ticular partition or card 12 upon which it
rests. -

.In the operation of the device, a removable
card 13 is inserted in the space between two
adjacent.partitions or fixed cards 12 so that
the bottom edge of the removable card 13
rests upon the ledges or segments 16 of the
partition 12.-. Tt will be observed that when

the card 13 rests upon the segments 16 of a

particular partition or fixed card 12 the lower
front portion of the card 13 is visible from
the front side of the rack while the top rear
portion of the card 18 is visible from the
rear side of the card rack. The cut-away
segment 14 of the partition 12 affords visi-
bility on one side while the protruding por-
tion of - card 18 above the partition upon
which it rests affords visibility on the other
side.

~ In both forms of card arrangements, the

information cards may be consulted from

_opposite side of the rack frame and may be
removed by the operator at the rear side of

the rack frame for inspection. In hoth ar-
rangements, separate supporting members
have been dispensed with and the cards them-

selves provide the means of support.

While, in the illustrations given, I have
described particular means by which the
cards.are connected to and carry each other,
it is obviously within the spirit of my in-
vention to provide other means, either
formed integrally with the cards or as sepa-
rate attachments, for accomplishing this pur-
pose. While I have specified certain materi-
als as being suitable for the construction of
the apparatus, it is obvious that other ma-

terials may be employed. without departing

from the scope of my invention.

The foregoing detailed description has
been given for clearness of understanding
only and no unnecessary limitations should
be understood therefrom; but the appended
claims should be construed as broadly as per-
missible in view of the prior art.

I claim: -
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1. A_double-visibility card rack coihpris- ,

ing a card frame, a plurality of stepped par-
titions secured together, said partitions be-
ing provided at their lower sides with pro-
jections and having cut away portions ad-

jacent said projections, and removable cards -

adapted to be received between said parti-
tions and to rest upon said projections, said
cards having margin portions extending
above the partitionsin which they are placed.

2. A double-visibility, card rack. compris-

ing a card frame, a plurality of partitions,

120
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said partitions being provided at their low-
er sides with projections and having cut-
away portions adjacent said projections, flex-
ible connecting means securing said parti-
tions together in stepped relation, and re-
movable cards adapted to be received between
said partitions and to rest upon said projec-
tions, said cards having margin portions
extending above the partitions in which they
are placed.

3. A double-visibility card rack compris-
ing a card frame, a plurality of partitions
secured together, said partitions being pro-
vided at their lower sides with depending leg
portions and with projections formed in said
leg portions, means for securing said parti-
tions together in stepped relation and re-
movable cards adapted to be received be-
tween said partitions and to rest upon said
projections, said cards having margin por-
tions extending above the partitions in which

‘they are placed.

4. A double-visibility card rack compris-
ing a card frame, a plurality of partitions,
sald partitions having a portion of their low-
er sides cut away to provide depending leg
portions and said leg portions being equipped
with projections, flexible connecting means
securing said partitions together in stepped
relation and removable cards adapted to be
received between said partitions and to rest
upon said projections, said cards having mar-
gin portions extending above the partitions
in which they are placed. ‘

5. A double-visibility card rack compris-
g a card frame, a plurality of cards slid-
ably carried therein, said cards being pro-
vided with projections by which said cards
are supported by each other and in spaced
relation, and an inclined pair of follower
blocks, the upper follower block being dis-
posed on the outside of said cards and the
lower follower block being disposed on the
inside of said cards.

6. A double-visibility card rack, compris-
ing a card frame, equipped with a transpar-
ent front wall, cards slidably mounted in
said frame, said frame being provided with
lateral retaining strips which confine said
cards within said frame, and a pair of in-
clined follower blocks also slidably confined
within said frame, one of said slidable blocks
being disposed between said cards and said
retaining strips and the other slidable block
being confined between said cards and said
transparent wall.

ARTHUR R. HUTCHENS.



