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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Samuzsn P. Epmonbs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State

5 of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Life Belts, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an inflatable belt
which may be worn as an ordinary walst

10 belt, such as is used to support the trousers
or skirt and may be readily inflated when
it is desired for a life saving belt.
The purpose of my invention is to pro-
vide a mneat attractive belt for use with a
15 day garment without any appearance of a
lift preserver, having embodied therein an
invisible, unnoticeable, permanent attach-
ment comprising an inflatable member and
an outer casing that may be unfolded and
20 inflated to quickly transform the belt into
a life preserver.
In the following detailed description, I
shall refer to the accompanying drawings
in which—Figure 1 is a perspective view
25 showing the belt used as an ordinary day
belt; Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing
the 1nflatable member in its folded or com-
pact form for ordinary use; Fig. 3 is a
transverse sectional view on the line 3—3
of Fig. 8; Fig. 4 is a perspective view show-
ing the parts inflated; and Fig. 5 is a per-
spective view showing the manner of using
the belt as a life preserver.

The main body portion 6 of the belt is

55 formed of canvas or other suitable material
and is provided, as usual, with mating
buckle members 7, 8 on the ends.

The inflatable members 92, 9*, may be
formed of rubber and preferably are pro-

40 vided with Inflating valves 10 in the neck
ends. These inflatable rubber members are
enclosed in a casing or envelope 12 of
canvas, muslin or other suitable material,
which is sewed or otherwise secured to the

45 inner side of the belt. The casing is sev-

" eral times the width of the belt when it is
opened out, as shown in Fig. 4, but may be
folded lengthwise until it lies within the
margins of the belt, as illustrated in Fig.

50 2, When the belt is to be worn for ordinary
street wear, to confine the clothing at the
waist, the deflated rubber bag members and
the casing are secured in folded position to

¢

the inner side of the belt by means of tabs
or short strap members 14 which embrace
the casing and are secured by snap fasten-
ings. In this condition the inflatable mem-
bers are entirelv concealed when the belt
is in position about the waist, as shown in
Fig. 1.

f&ﬁer the buoyant members-are inflated by
placing the valved inflating nozzles 10 to the
lips, the necks of the rubber bags and cover
may be securely closed by tying the cords
18. If desired the necks may be bent back
upon themselves before being tied. If the
cover casing is made of water-proof ma-
terial or is rendered air-tight when it be-
comes wet, the casing may serve as an in-
flatable member and will retain air in case
the bags become punctured. When used as
a life preserver, the belt may be reversed
so that the inflatable members are upon the
outside, as indicated in Fig. 5.

Instead of the duplex inflatable elements,
it is evident that a single inflatable bag may
be employed. The duplex arrangement is
preferable, however, because a defect in one
bag would not destroy the usefulness of the
life belt if the other bag remained inflated.
The cover serves not only as a reinforcing
envelope and to confine the inflation to a
predetermined volume, but it may also serve
as an inflatable bucyant element. If the
inflatable member is made of a sufficiently
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durable material, the cover may be dispensed

with. It +will be evident that various

changes and modifications may be made

without departing from the invention.

I claim:— :

A life belt, comprising a bedy portion
formed of flexible material provided with
fastening means at its ends, an inflatable
member of greater width than said body
portion secured to the inner side thereot, and
separable strap devices secured to opposite
edges of the body portion and arranged to
be fastened over the inflatable member to
confine it between the margins of said body
portion when in collapsed condition, and
to be unfastened to ‘permit said member to
be freely inflated without restraint.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture.

SAMUEL P. EDMONDS.
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