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(57) Abstract: This flexible tube insertion device (10) includes an insertion portion (40) and a detection unit (60) that detects state
information of the insertion portion (40). The flexible tube insertion device (10) includes an insertability assessment unit (121) that
assesses whether the insertability of the insertion portion (40) into a deep part from a current position has decreased, and a rigidity
changing range determination unit (127) that determines, when the insertability assessment unit (121) asesses that the insertability of
the insertion portion (40) has decreased, a rigidity changing range (411) from parts of the insertion portion (40) that have been used
for the assessment by the insertability assessment unit (121). The tlexible tube insertion device (10) includes a rigidity control unit
(129) that controls flexural rigidity of the insertion portion (40) in the rigidity changing range (411) determined by the rigidity chan -
ging range determination unit (127) to a flexural rigidity that substantially straightens the insertion portion (40) in the rigidity chan -
ging range (411).
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