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(57) Abstract: A speech recognition unit (12) converts an utterance series having been input into a confusion network
series that is composed of k-best of candidate words as an output of speech recognition; a lattice generation unit (14)
designates candidate words as internal nodes and a group of k candidate words for the same speech as an external node
from the confusion network series, and generates a lattice series that places edges among internal nodes other than internal
nodes contained in the same external node; an integer programming problem generation unit (16) generates an integer
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programming problem for selecting a path to maximize an objective function that includes at least a coverage score for an
important word from among paths that follow the internal nodes with the edges placed thereamong in the lattice series;
and an abstract generation unit generates a high-quality abstract that has reduced speech recognition errors and lower
redundancy by using the candidate words represented by the internal nodes included in the path selected by solving the
integer programming problem under constraints associated with the length of the abstract to be generated.
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