2011/038083 A3 |0V T 0 00O OO 0

o
=

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization ,fl"\\
f Do)

International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date

AT O

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2011/038083 A3

31 March 2011 (31.03.2011) PCT
(51) International Patent Classification: SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN, TR,
A41C 3/12 (2006.01) A41D 27/06 (2006.01) TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.
. . -
A41D 27/04 (2006.01) A44C 25/00 (2006.01) (84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
(21) International Application Number: kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
PCT/US2010/049948 GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG,

(22) International Filing Date:

23 September 2010 (23.09.2010)
(25) Filing Language: English
(26) Publication Language: English

(30) Priority Data:

12/586,622 25 September 2009 (25.09.2009) Us
(72) Inventor; and
(71) Applicant : DE SOUSA, Michelle, Elizabeth | US/US|;

P.O. Box 111585, Naples, FL 34108 (US).

Agent: MAIER, Christopher, J.; Maier & Maier, PLLC,
1000 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 (US).

749

(81) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,
AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BR, BW, BY, BZ,
CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DO,
DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,
HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KM, KN, KP,
KR, KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LY, MA, MD,
ME, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI,
NO, NZ, OM, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RS, RU, SC, SD,

ZM, ZW), Furasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ,
TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK,
EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU,
LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, SE, SL, SK,
SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CL, CM, GA, GN, GQ,
GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Declarations under Rule 4.17:

as to applicant’s entitlement to apply for and be granted
a patent (Rule 4.17(i1))

as to the applicant’s entitlement to claim the priority of
the earlier application (Rule 4.17(iii))

of inventorship (Rule 4.17(1v))

Published:
with international search report (4rt. 21(3))

before the expiration of the time Iimit for amending the
claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of
amendments (Rule 48.2(h))

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
18 August 2011

(54) Title: CLEAVAGE ACCESSORY FOR A BRASSIERE

Fig.

(57) Abstract: The invention is directed to an accessory which is fabricated and shaped to cover the bosom area of body. It is par-
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the brassiere when the person is in a different social setting. The accessory can be fabricated from different materials but it is pre-
ferred to be stretchable so that it can be applied to ditferently sized brassieres and the accessory, additionally, can move with the
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CLEAVAGE ACCESSORY FOR A BRASSIERE

Background of the Invention

The present invention is directed to an accessory which is fabricated and shaped to cover
the exposed bosom area of the body. Work environments as well as other environments, dress
code restrictions apply to the revealing of the cleavage of the women's bosom area. In certain
situations and environments the extent of opposed cleavage area makes the woman
uncomfortable. Numerous garments are designed to show off the cleavage area, thus the

garments restricts the user from wearing a certain garment whenever they chose to.

US Patent No. 4,955,846 illustrates a brassiere whereby an exposed cleavage on a
woman's body may be adjusted by a band in the center of the brassiere which is instrumental in
ruffling the fabric of the center to show more or less of a cleavage. Published application No.
2007/0281585 illustrates a triangular piece of fabric representing a partial undergarment that is

designed to cover an exposed cleavage of a woman's body.

Brief Description of the Invention

The inventive concept involves the attachment of materials at the center of the bosom
area of a brassiere which materials maybe of many types to simulate an undergarment and with
the intent to conceal the cleavage area of the bosom. The piece of fabric is designed to be
removable and the user may choose to attach or detach the piece of fabric from the bosom area of
a brassiere. This feature will allow the user to instantly remove the piece of fabric from the
garment after exiting prohibited or restricted environments. As an example, the user may have it
attached during working hours and after work may instantly remove the fabric which may be
called an accessory. In one embodiment, the accessory attaches to the brassiere as a permanent
non-removable item. In another embodiment, the accessory selectively attaches to the brassiere
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as a removable and replaceable item. The fastening elements are variable and may be snaps,
VELCRO or hook and eye fasteners, and are located at suitable locations on the accessory. The
fabric of the accessory is stretchable whereby it may be used on differently sized brassieres and

the accessory may move with the various movements of the wearer without inhibiting the same.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Fig. 1 shows an insert inserted in a ready-made brassiere;
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the inventive accessory;
Fig. 3 is an outside view of the accessory;

Fig. 4 is an inside view of the accessory.

Detailed Description of the Invention
Fig. 1 illustrates an accessory 1 that is attached to an outside surface of a brassiere B. The
accessory 1 has a bottom end 2 of the triangular accessory that is turned under the bottom end of
the brassiere and a top end 3 that is visible from the outside of the brassiere and forms an
appearance of an undergarment. There is an inside stretchable band in the top end of the
brassiere and the ends are shown at 4 and 5. The ends will be fastened to the left BI and right B2
shoulder straps of the brassiere which will be shown in detail at subsequent Figs.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the triangularly shaped accessory 1. The fabric of the accessory 1 is
somewhat stretchable so that the accessory my be applied to differently sized brassieres or the
fabric may move with the various movements of the wearer. The top of the accessory has a
stretchable band 3 placed therein. The stretch ability of this band is indicated by the arrow A.
The ends of the band 3 are shown as 4 and 5 which ends will extend to some extent beyond the
top of the accessory which ends 4 and 5 will be fastened to the shoulder straps of the brassiere as

shown in Fig, 1. At each end 4 and 5 of the band there are located fasteners & and 9, respectively,
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which use will be shown subsequent Figs. As the band 3 with its ends 4 and 5 will be turned on
themselves around the shoulder straps to meet with respective fastening elements 10 and 11. In
the center of the accessory 1 there is located or placed a vertical band 7 which is also stretchable
so that it can stretch when the fabric of the accessory 1 is stretching. The basic fabric of the
accessory is doubled over on itself so that the top band 3 and the vertical band are hidden within
the fabric and only the respective fasteners are visible but will somewhat be hidden so as not to
interfere with the bare skin of the wearer. The center vertical band 7 fasteners 12 and 13 placed
thereon and a single fastener 14 is placed at the bottom of the triangularly shaped accessory. The
bottom fastener will be fastened to any of the upper fasteners 12 and 13 depending on the size of
the brassiere. The bottom end of the triangular accessory will be turned up and under the bottom
of the brassiere so that the fastener 14 movable therewith can be attached to any of the fasteners
12 and13.

Fig. 3 is an outside view of the accessory 1. As mentioned above, the stretchable fabric of the
accessory is doubled over the top band as can be seen by the outside fabric 1 and the inside
fabric 1a. The ends 4 and 5 of the top band can be seen on the right and left side of the accessory
including the respective fasteners 8 and 9.

Fig. 4 is in inside view of the accessory 1. Again the doubled over fabric can be seen at 1 and 1a.
The respective ends of the top band can be seen at 4 and 5 including the respective fasteners §
and 9. The fasteners 8 and 9 will be attached to their respective fasteners 10 and 11 depending on
the size of the brassiere. The same is true with the bottom fastener 14 which will be matched
with either of the fasteners 12 and 13 depending on the required overlap of the bottom of the

ACCessory.
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Operation
When the occasion presents itself to cover the exposed cleavage of a woman's body by way of a
brassiere and, of course a garment, the triangular fabric is placed over the center of the brassiere.
The upper exposed ends 4 and 5 are placed around the brassiere shoulder straps Bland B2 and
the movable fasteners 8 and 9, moving with the exposed ends 4 and 5 are now fastened to their
respective fasteners 10 and 11. Because the elastic fabric is doubled, both of the movable
fasteners 8 and 9 are hidden in the fabric and they cannot touch the skin of the wearer.
Thereafter, the lower end of the triangle is doubled over and moved under the fabric of the
accessory and the doubled end is placed under the bottom end of the brassiere and moved
upwardly to meet any of the stationary fasteners 12 and 13 and the movable bottom fastener 14 is
matched with any of the respective fasteners 12 or 13 and attached thereto. Due to the fact that
the fabric of the accessory is doubled, the movable fastener 14 is hidden in the fabric and
therefore cannot touch the skin of the wearer which adds to the comfort of wearing the
accessory. Another important feature of the inventive concept is the fact that no fasteners can be

seen from the outside of the accessory. This adds considerably to the appearance of the garment.
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What is claimed is:

1. A removable brassiere accessory worn at a center of said brassiere to cover a
cleavage created by said brassiere, said accessory consists of a stretchable triangular fabric, said
stretchable fabric has a stretchable band located at a top of said accessory and forming a straight
edge at that location, ends of said stretchable band extend beyond said top edge and each having
a movable fastening element located thereon, said stretchable fabric further having a stretchable
vertical band located at a center of said accessory, said stretchable band having located thereon
and at a bottom thereof a movable fastening element, said stretchable band further having a
multiple of fastening elements located at an upper area of said band, a lower end of said
triangular accessory is moved upwardly and inwardly when fitted to said brassiere and said
movable fastening element can be attached to any of said multiple fastening elements, said
stretchable top band having a multiple of fastening elements locate inwardly from said edge,
each of said movable elements at the ends of bands extending from said edge having a movable
element located thereon, each of said movable elements located at said extending band can be
fastened to any of said multiple of elements on said horizontal and stretchable band when placed

around shoulder straps of said brassiere.

2. The removable brassiere accessory of claim 1, wherein said stretchable fabric of

said accessory is doubled over said top stretchable band and over itself.

3. The removable brassiere accessory of claim 2, wherein fastening elements are
placed in said doubled over fabric in such a manner to avoid making contact with the skin of a

wearcer.
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Fig. 2




PCT/US2010/049948

WO 2011/038083

3/4

Fig. 3
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