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To all ?? ????, i? ??? ????er?: 
Be it known that I, FREDRICK BENOIT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Egg-Carriers, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention is intended to provide a prac 

tical construction of rack for use in egg-car 
riers, wherein wood is used to form the egg 
pockets instead of the pasteboard commonly 
employed. 
The nature of the invention and the details 

thereof will be fully understood from the ac 
companying drawings, and the description 
there of giyen below. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
of my improved rack. Fig. 2 is a plan thereof. 
Fig. 3 is an edge view. Fig. 4 is a section 
upon the line 4 4 of Fig. 2. Figs. 5 and 6 are 
detail views of the corner joints of the outside 
frame of the rack, Figs. 7 and 8 are detail 
views showing the manner of securing the 
partitions in the outside frame. 
My improved rack is provided with a sur 

rounding frame composed of wood - veneer 
strips A and A'. These strips, which are frail 
at best, and very liable to split when they be 
come dry, and thus be destroyed, are rendered 
proof against harm from this cause by pass 
ing them through a sewing-machine, which 
provides them with transverse lines of stitch 
ing d. at intervals along their length, such 
number of these lines being provided as will 
revent the strip from falling apart, even if 

it does split. I preferably provide the strips 
A and A' with flexible or hinged joints at 
their junctions formed of pieces of cloth b, 
inclosing the end of the strips A, and with a 
side loop or extension b, said cloth being 
stitched both to the strips A and A', substan 
tially as indicated at Figs. 5 and 6. These 
flexible joints allow the frame to be collapsed, 
and they form a very permanent and strong 
union. With this cloth hinge I do not find 
it necessary to halve the parts of the frame 
together nor to tenon them together. If the 
ends a but against each other, as shown, the 
hinge gives all the strength to the union which 
is requisite, 

The egg pockets or slots are formed wholly 
of narrow wood-veneer strips B B. These are 
employed and used in series or layers, each 
layer being laid crosswise of its neighbor lay 
ers, so that the walls of the egg-pockets are 
formed of independent narrow and flexible 
strips, thereby permitting the yielding by the 
walls in all directions should an unusually 
large egg be placed in any of the pockets. I 
preferably employ three layers of these par 
tition-strips in each direction, as illustrated; 
but a less number may be used or a greater 
number without sacrificing the feature of 
flexibility referred to. These narrow strips 
are passed through slotsc formed in the frame, 
and they are preferably locked in such slots 
by notching the ends of the partition-strips, 
as particularly shown by Fig. 7 at d, the strips 
being wider than the slots are high, so that 
when the notched ends are inserted in the 
slots they will be automatically held. The 
flexible nature of the material allows these 
notched ends to be sprung into the slots 
readily. 

collapsing the rack in the usual manner, as 
the partition-strips and sides are all flexible, 
and, moreover, the slot c maybe made slightly 
wider than the partition-strips are thick; but 
the natural flexibility of the parts allows the 
collapse, even if the slots are not thus en 
larged. 

I find it desirable that the frame-strips be 
stitched across at either side of the slots c, as 
indicated. This prevents any tearing out of 
the frame-strips or enlarging of the slots c, so 
that the partition-strips will at all times be 
confined with sufficient firmness and in their 
proper position. 
To facilitate the putting in of the partition 

strips, that portion of those strips outside of 
the notches may be reduced slightly in width, 
as shown, or in lieuthereof they may be split, 
so as to allow them to be narrowed momen 
tarily while they are being inserted in the 
slots of the frame. 

I claim-e- 
1. The collapsible rack for egg-carriers, con 

sisting of Veneer strips forming the frame, and 
layers or series of narrow flexible and inde 
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With the partition-strips thus se 
cured in the frame there is no difficulty in 75 
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pendent partition-strips crossing each other 
and secured in openings in the frame, the 
frame being provided with lines cf transverse 
sewing adjacent to said openings, substan 
tially as set forth. 

2. The collapsible rack for egg-carriers, con 
sisting of a frame composed of veneer strips 
united by cloth hinges, and partitions formed 
of independent narrow veneer strips disposed 
in layers crossing each other and secured at 
heir ends only, substantially as set forth. 
3. The collapsible rack for egg-carriers, all 

the walls of whose cells are yielding and are 

combined with a surrounding frame, substan 
tially as set forth. - 

4. The collapsible rack for egg-carriers, con 
sisting of the crossed layers or series of inde 
pendent flexible narrow partition-strips hav 
ing no attachment to one another and secured 

: only to the surrounding frame, and said frame, 
substantially as set forth. 

FREDERICK BENOIT, 
Witnesses: 

H. M. MUNDAY, 
EMMA. HACK. 


