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The present invention relates to a ribbon material, and
it particularly relates to a form holding ribbon construc-
tion.

It is among the objects of the present invention to pro-
vide a novel ribbon construction which will hold its shape
and form in which when tied or formed into a bow will
not become limp when subject to moisture, handling or
water.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
very narrow fabric construction which will hold a prede-
termined shape or form whether it be a ribbon, bow or
otherwise and which will be of enhanced decorative. ef-
fect when used for wrapping, typing or forming purposes.

Still further objects and advantages will appear in the
more detailed description set forth below, it being under-
stood, however, that this more detailed description is given
by way of illustration and explanation only and not by
way of limitation, since various changes therein may be
made by those skilled in the art without departing from
the scope and spirit of the present invention.

In accomplishing the above objects according to one
form of the preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, it has been found most satisfactory to provide a nar-
row fabric or ribbon . construction in laminated form
which will have a central elongated reinforcement to en-
able it to hold its shape or size and not to become limp
upon handling, tying, or when used as a bow, or for other
decorative purposes.

The ribbon construction may consist of a decorative
ribbon face which may be of varying colors and flocked or
decorated, and a thin flexible metal wire or strip may be
attached to the rear thereof extending centrally in an
elongated direction and held in position by the means of
an adhesive tape.

This laminated construction assures that the bow or
other design resulting from tying the ribbon will hold its
shape or size regardless of atmospheric conditions and re-
gardless of the position in which the bow may be tied or
the package may be positioned.

" The lower laminated tape desirably has an adheswe
face preferably a pressure sensitive adhesive, and it can
be a paper tape or a cloth tape or a coated tape or a plastic
film tape or ribbon either supported or unsupported.

These tapes have pressure sensitive surfaces contain-
ing rubber material, or they may be provided with co-
hesive surfaces or heat sealable surfaces.

The ribbon -itself may be a rayon, or nylon construc-
tion 'and may be -woven of cotton, silk, cellulose acetate
or nylon, and it may be suitably surfaced thh flocking,
spraying or other decoration.

Less preferably, the material may be of metal or a
combination of metal or fabric.

The adhesive colored tape may match the color of the
surface which is preferred, or it may be of a different or
contrasting color.

Normally, it is found best to use a pressure sensitive

" adhesive combination ‘since the lamination may be most
readily preferred in this manner.

However, the laminate may be sealed by heat or pres-
sure or other means to assure a permanent bond.

Although the preferred type of wire is a steel or alumi-
num wire of .016 to .025”, it may be also used in the
form of a thin ribbon or two or three wires may be laid
in parallelism to each other.
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Plastic strips may also be used as the central elongated
reinforcement.

Desirably, the backing tape which attaches the wire in
position is substantidlly narrower and only occupies %o
to 7 of the width of the ribbon preferably ¥4 to %, but
it may also be as wide as the ribbon but in no case should
it extend beyond the ribbon or narrow fabric edge.

The laminated structure may also be notched equally
on both sides of the ribbon at even intervals depending
upon size of loop to aid in forming bows, and the wire in
such case will be protected by a relatively narrow central
strip or ribbon on one side and adhesive material on the
other.

With the foregoing and other ob]ects in view, the
invention consists of the novel construction, combination
and arrangement of parts as hereinafter more specifically
described and illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein is shown an embodiment of the invention, but it
is to be understood that changes, variations and modifica-
tions can be resorted to which fall within the scope of
the claims hereunto appended.

In the drawings wherein like reference characters de-
note corresponding parts throughout the several views:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an under tape and the
center reinforcement roll of ribbon according to the pres-
ent invention.

FIG. 2 is a transverse sectional view upon an enlarged
scale as compared to FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of a bow which may
be made according to the present-invention.

FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of a bow construc-
tion.

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary plan view of an alternative em-
bodiment of a notched construction.

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a roll of ribbon A
having a decorative facing B of ribbon fabric, a backing
tape C and a central stiffening reinforcement D.

The face 10 of the ribbon may be suitably decorated or
bowed and the edges at 11 may be compressed or devoid
of decoration which gives extra thickness to the middle
portion 10.

The back tape 12 is held in position by an adhesive
coating 13 which may consist of a pressure sensitive rub-
ber containing adhesive and less preferably a strip is used
instead of the wire D. ]

It is possible to use a strip or weft wire in parallelism
or even a ribbon or rod of plastic.

It will be noted that the edges 14 of the backing termi-

- mate short of the inside of the edge 15.

This ribbon as shown in FIG. 2 may be formed into
the durable bows E and F, and it will hold its shape re-
gardless of humid conditions.

This form sustaining ribbon may be notched at in- -
tervals to enable more effective tying of bows with the
notched portion being at the central area 16 and 17 of the
bow.

In FIG. 5, there is shown a construction with the
notches 18 indicated at specified intervals where the bow
is to be tied with the ribbon having its full width in the
other portions 19 and with the reinforcement 20 extending
through the full width portions as well as the notch
portions.

The notch portions 18 will preferably extend inside of
the outer edges of the backing tape 21 so that the narrow
notched portions 18 will be laminated for the full width.

The enclosed ribbon construction is particularly ad-
vantageous in its form holding construction and in the -
fact that the reinforcing or stiffening member whether of
metal or plastic ribbon or strip will be embedded -be-
tween the ribbon top and the adhesive tape backing.

The metal may be of ferrous or nonferrous material
and treated to prevent rust or corrosion and any chemical
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reaction with the adhesive or materials of the tape or
ribbon.

The ribbon may be of any suitable narrow woven
fabric and it is particularly useful for decorative packag-
ing in the florist trade and in gift wrapping where sub-
stantially permanent bows are to be formed.

The ribbon may have a flock printed face or have an
embossed face, and it may be silk screened.

As many changes could be made in the above form
holding ribbon construction, and many widely different
embodiments of this invention could be made without

departing from the scope of the claims, it is intended that -

all matter contained in the above description shall be in-
terpreted as illustrative and not in’ a limiting sense.

Having now particularly described and ascertained the
nature of the invention, and in what manner the same is
to be performed, what is claimed is:

1. A decorative form and shape retaining woven fabric
ribbon bow for use in packaging and attachment to fioral
bouquets in the florist trade composed of a tied and
bowed laminated narrow fabric construction comprising
a narrow fabric face, a.longitudinal .wire extending cen-
trally the full length in back of the face and an adhesive
tape holding said reinforcement in position, said narrow
fabric being formed of a woven textile material with par-
allel edges and said tape being of plastic film and being
substantially ‘narrower than the narrow fabric and oc-
cupying only 14" to 3’ of the width of the ribbon and
said wire being of metal of a diameter of .016”’ to .025".

2. A form and shape retaining woven fabric ribbon
bow for floral use resistant to moisture and crushing con-
sisting of bow tied from a narrow ribbon fabric having a
compressed flexible flat edge, a central wire reinforced
linear portion of great stiffness of thin diameter a central
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stiffened area on each side of said wire consisting of an
adhesive plastic sheet tape and an area of intermediate
flexibility between the edges of the tape and the flat edge.

3. The bow of claim 2, said fabric being heat sealed
to said plastic tape, said tape having only 34 of the width
of the narrow ribbon fabric so that the edges will be rela-
tively flexible while the central tape carrying portion will
be relatively stiff.

4. The bow of claim 3, said ribbon having recessed
portions along the edges thereof corresponding to the
crossing portion of the bow.
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