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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Bexoamix -S. Law-
SN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at New York city, borough of Brooklyn, in
the county of Kings and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Journal-Box-Cover Fasten-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

My present invention pertains to an im-
proved journal-box cover, and has to deal
more particularly with the means employed
for locking the same in place.

The invention is illustrated in the annexed
drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is an end or front elevation of a
box with my invention applied thereto; Iig.
2 a vertical sectional view on the line 2—2
of Fig. 1; Fig. 8 a perspective view of the
cover or lid; and Fig. 4 a similar view of the
latch employed to hold the lid in its closed
position.

The main object of the present invention
is to produce a simple and efficient lock for
the lid, which lock by reason of its construc-
tion will be easily manipulated and yet se-
cure against accidental displacement.

In the drawings, 1 denotes the journal-
box, the outer end of which is faced off and
formed with an upstanding Ing 2 at its
upper side, while at the lower portion there
is provided a socket or recess 8.

The cover -as a whole is designated by 4
and a bolt-hole 5 is formed in the upper end
thereof, throngh which and a hole formed
in the lug 2 a bolt 6 is passed. The cover
is likewise provided with a pair of ears or
Iugs T in which is mounted a pin 8, which in
turn forms the pivotal support for a latch
bar or arm 9. A nose or projection 10 ex-
tends inwardly from the under face of the
latch bar and passes through an opening 1t
formed in the cover and into the socket 3
when the cover is brought to its closed posi-
tion. The lower end of the latch bar pro-
jects somewhat below the lower end or edge
of the cover and is fashioned into two oppo-
sitely-extending fingers 12 and 13 produc-
ing a handle by which the latch bar may be
readily manipulated.

To hold the latch in place a spring 14 is
employed, the spring being of the form
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the upper end there-
of being relatively broad and being held in
place upon the bolt 6 by the locked nut 15.

The spring, as will be noted is of bow form
and the lower free end thereof is somewhat
narrow and bears against the front recessed
face of the latch bar. As will be appreci-
ated, the spring serves to force the latch into
locking engagement with the socket 8 and
congequently prevents the lid or cover 4
from swinging or shifting laterally on the
pivot bolt 6. By tapering the nose 10 the
spring constantly urges the same into close
contact with the walls of the socket 3 and
:onsequently chattering of the parts is pre-
vented to a greater or less extent,

When it 1s desired to open the box it is
only necessary to draw the lower end of the
latch bar outwardly to such an extent as to
free the nose 10 from the socket when,
through the agency of the bar as a handle
the lid or cover may be swung laterally in
cither direction. When swung. clear of the
side of the box the latch bar may be released,
thereby permitting the nose 10 to engage the

¥ side and temporarily hold the box lid
open or partially so.

Having thus described my invention what
T claim is:

1. In combination with a journal-box, a
lid or cover pivoted at its upper end to the
box to swing laterally; a latch bar pivoted
to the cover, said bar being provided with a
nose adapted to pass through an opening in
the cover and into a socket formed in the
box; and a spring serving to force the bar
inwardly.

2. In combination with a journal box; a
lid or cover; a bolt passing through said
cover and box at their upper ends and form-
ing a pivotal support for the cover, said
cover being formed with an opening ad-
jacent to its lower end in alinement with a
socket formed in the face of the box; a latch
bar pivotally secured at its upper end to the
lid, said bar being provided with a nose or
lug adapted to pass through the opening in
the cover and into the socket in the box
when the cover or 1id is brought to its closed
position; and a spring serving to force the
latch bar into locking position.

3. In combination with a journal-box; a
lid or cover; a bolt passing through said lid
at its upper end and also through a projec-
tion formed on the box; a bow spring having
one end secured to the bolt; and a lateh bar
pivoted to the outer face of the lid, the free
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end of the spring bearing on the bar below In testimony whereof I have signed my
its pivot, said bar being formed with a lock- | name to this specification in the presence of
ing lug adapted to pass through an opening | two subscribing witnesses.

in the cover and into a socket formed in the BENJAMIN 8. LAWSON.
box, the lower end of the bar projecting to a Witnesses:

point below the lower end of the lid and be- Davip Exerr,

g fashioned into a handle. _ Nersox FrYE.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.” :




