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1. 

3,054,681 
CARTON 

Richard P. Nelson, 7920. Howard Ave., La Grange, Ill., 
and Leonard Julson, 108 Maple Drive, Oak Lawn, i. 

Filed Sept. 16, 1957, Ser. No. 684,105 
3 Claims. (CE. 99-174) 

This invention relates to a container of improved con 
struction. It relates more particularly to a carton hav 
ing a slidable base which permits easy access to the con 
tents of the carton. It is particularly related to an im 
proved bacon package though it will be understood that 
the invention is applicable to products other than bacon. 

In the display and sale of bacon it is important that 
the purchaser be able to see a portion of the product, 
particularly to be able to see the relative portions of the 
lean meat and the fat meat. It is also very desirable 
for the user to be able to withdraw one slice or more at 
a time without disturbing the remaining slices. It has 
long been a problem in the packaging of bacon to arrange 
bacon slices so that they will be visible for inspection 
without opening the package, while at the same time pro 
viding a relatively strong package which may be handled 
readily by the purchaser, which may be opened and a 
portion of the product withdrawn and the package re 
closed. 

Accordingly, it is a general object of this invention to 
provide a container which may be conveniently loaded. 
It is also an object to provide a container from which 
a portion of the product may be easily removed without 
disturbing the remaining product. It is also an object to 
provide a package wherein bacon or the like may be 
exposed to view within the package while at the same 
time completely enclosing it and protecting it against 
contamination during storage and display and eventually 
while it is being used. It is a particular object of the 
invention to provide a method of packaging bacon in 
edge-overlapping relationship wherein the bacon package 
is maintained relatively intact during the removal of suc 
cessive portions of the product over a period of time. 
It is also a particular object to provide a package wherein 
bacon slices are placed upon a baseboard which may be 
partially withdrawn from the package and replaced within 
the package with a drawer-like motion. It is a further 
object to provide a package which is of simple construc 
tion and which may be used with a minimum cost with 
regard to labor and materials. Further objects and ad 
Vantages of the invention will become apparent as the 
Specification proceeds. 
The features of this invention may be fully described 

in connection with the accompanying drawings in which 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment 

of the carton. 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a preferred form of 

the carton showing the opening of the transparent over 
Wrap by means of a knife. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a preferred form of 
the carton having the base section, with bacon strips or 
the like thereon, partially removed from the cover sec 
tion so as to facilitate the removal of material from the 
Carton. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken. 
along view line 4-4 of FIG. 1 showing the carton con 
taining slices of bacon or the like in edge-overlapping re 
lationship. 

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a blank of the cover section 
showing the fold lines and perforated lines. 

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a blank of the base section 
of the carton showing the fold lines and the general con 
formation of the base section. 

FIG. 7 is a plan view of a modified cover section which 
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2 
may be used in the carton of this invention and in which 
the reference numerals correspond to those used in FIG. 5. 

FIG. 8 is a plan view of another modified cover Section 
which may be used in the carton of this invention and in 
which the reference numerals correspond to those used 
in drawing of other modifications of the cover section. 
The container may be made from sheets of cardboard 

or similar material. In a bacon carton we prefer to use 
cold-waxed, white-lined, manila-center, solid Sulfite paper. 
It is possible in this particular carton to use a lighter 
paper for the one section than for the other, depending 
upon the use and manner of handling of the carton. In 
the packaging of bacon we prefer to use a heavier board 
or paper for the baseboard than for the cover section. 

Referring to the drawings, the three piece carton shown 
in FIG. 1 in perspective may be produced from a trans 
parent film and blanks such as are shown in FIGS. 5, 6, 
7 and 8. The carton is surrounded by a transparent film 
40 as is shown in a cross-sectional view in FIG. 4 and 
in the perspective view of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. A blank 
of the base section, as shown in FIG. 6, comprises a 
center section or baseboard 10 having edge-covers or 
side flaps 1 and 2 foldably connected thereto along the 
fold lines 13 and 14 respectively. In the simplest form 
of the invention the base section may be a simple card 
similar to the central section 10 of FIG. 6, i.e., the blank 
shown in FIG. 6 without the side flaps 1 and 12. It 
should be pointed out that the fold lines, wherever that 
term is used, may be made either by scoring or by per 
forating the material. A perforated line is generally 
used wherever it is desired that the fold be very easily 
made. A greater effort is generally required to fold the 
material along a grooved or scored line than along a 
perforated line. In using the carton the sections 11 and 
12 are bent upwards and inwards over those portions of 
the packaged material lying nearest the edge or fold lines 
of the baseboard. 

In FIG. 5, a plan view of a preferred form of the cover 
section of the container, a cover section 15 which is sub 
stantially equal to or slightly larger than the baseboard 
section 10 of the base section. In the packaging of ma 
terials in which it is desired to display the materials with 
in the package, the cover or center section 15 may be 
provided with an aperture or window 16. This particular 
form of cover is generally desirable in the packaging of 
bacon and similar food materials. The blank of FIG. 5 
is provided on either side with score lines 17 and 18, and 
slightly removed and parallel to these lines are perforated 
lines 19 and 20. That section of the blank outside of 
lines 19 and 20 comprises supporting flaps 21 and 22. 
The area between the scored lines 17 and 18 and the per 
forated lines 19 and 20 comprises guide or channel sec 
tions 23 and 24. A perforated line 25 is provided parallel 
to and near the edge 26 of the carton. The perforated 
line 25 extends from fold line 17 to fold line 18, entirely 
across the top of the cover section 15 thereby forming 
an end flap 27. The fold lines 17 and 18 are perforated 
in those portions between the perforated line 25 and the 
edge 26 of the carton. At the same end of the cover 
section there is provided a score line 30 running from the 
intersection of fold line 17 and edge 26 toward the center 
of the carton. At the opposite side of the carton begin 
ning at the intersection of line 18 and edge 26 another 
diagonal line 31 runs toward the center of the carton. 
Each of the lines 30 and 31 terminates at line 32 which 
lies parallel to perforated line 25 between the ends of 
lines 30 and 31. Lines 30, 31 and 32 taken with edge 
26 form a trapezoidal-shaped area on the cover 15. In 
other modifications of the carton, lines analogous to lines 
30, 31 and 32 may be provided at the opposite end of 
the carton as shown in FIG. 7. These series of lines pro 



3 
wide for a high arch in the cover 15 to accommodate a 
mound of merchandise piled upon baseboard 10. In the 
assembly of the carton the side sections 11 and 12 of the 
base section are folded upwards and inwards over the 
material lying upon baseboard 10. Sections 21 and 22 
of the cover section are then folded downwards and placed 
about or around the sections 11 and 12, respectively, of 
the bottom section. Inasmuch as lines 19 and 20 are per 
forated they are easily broken and form a groove in which 
the baseboard 10 may be placed. It is relatively imma 
terial whether or not lines 17 and 18 are broken or bent 
in the packaging operation. It is desirable that they be 
broken or bent only to provide for the easy passage of 
the base section when it is slidably moved from end to 
end. 

In the actual use of the carton in packaging operations 
merchandise is first placed upon baseboard 10, bacon 42 
generally being positioned in edge-overlapping relation 
ship as shown in FIG. 4. The sections 11 and 12 are then 
bent upwards and inwards over the bacon, and the cover 
section is then placed over the base section so that the 
sections 21 and 22 go around and beneath the base sec 
tion to support it. At this stage of the assembly the 
base section is slidable from end to end beneath the cover 
section as is illustrated in FIG. 3. 
with the enclosed bacon are then passed through an over 
wrap machine or otherwise are wrapped with a trans 
parent film material 40 by any convenient means. 

In opening the package a knife may be inserted through 
the transparent film 49 along an end as at edge 26 of the 
cover as shown in FIG. 2 and the transparent material 
40 slit along the entire side of the package. The user 
then grasps the section 27 (or corresponding sections 127 
and 227 in other embodiments) formed by the end por 
tions of lines 17 and 18 and by the perforated line 25 and 
lifts that section 27 as shown in FIG. 3 to expose a por 
tion of the bacon and the baseboard beneath. The oper 
lator or user then grasps that portion of the baseboard 
and simply withdraws it from the carton, thus exposing 
the bacon upon the baseboard 10. Individual slices of 
bacon 42 or similar material may then be grasped and 
removed from the baseboard and the remaining material 
upon the baseboard then reinserted into the package. To 
facilitate reinsertion of the baseboard within the cover, it 
is desirable that the corners of the base section side flaps 
11 and 12 be rounded. 
Various modifications of the invention are of course 

possible and of these the modifications illustrated in 
FIGS. 7 and 8 have been found to be useful in the pack 
aging of bacon and similar materials. In FIG. 7, which 
shows a cover section substantially similar to that of 
FIG. 5, the reference numerals correspond to those used 
in FIG. 5 to designate similar structures. This particular 
embodiment of the cover section differs from that of 
FIG. 5 in that the lines 30, 31 and 32 and the perforated 
line 25 are duplicated on each end of the carton, thereby 
forming two trapezoidal areas to accommodate the arch 
ing from the package. It is apparent that the container 
employing this modified cover section may be opened 
with equal facility from either end. The cover section 
illustrated in FIG. 7 also differs from that of FIG. 5 in 
that there is provided on either end of the carton a flap 
43 which is adapted to fold downwards from edge 26 
along a perforated or scored line and thereby to cover a 
portion of the end of the package to block the ends of the 
contained bacon 42, or similar materials, from view. 

In the cover section of FIG. 8 the structure is con 
siderably simplified in that there is provided only a single 
perforated line 19 and the corresponding line 20 on 
either side of the carton, thereby forming the flap area 
221 and 222. In this modification there is no channel 
or guide section 24 such as is formed in that embodi 
iment described in FIG. 5. The structure also differs in 
that there is no trapezoidal area formed by the lines 30, 
31 and 32 of the other described embodiments. 

These two sections ; 
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4. 

Although reference has been made to a particular use 
for this invention, that of packaging sliced bacon, it will 
be understood that it is not desired to limit the invention 
to such specific use nor to the exact details of construc 
tion which have been described herein, since many modi 
fications, all within the scope of the invention, may be 
made by those skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. A carton comprising a base section, a cover section 

and a flexible overwrap enclosing said base section and 
Said cover section in the assembled carton, said base sec 
tion being formed from a blank having two side flaps 
foldably connected to a baseboard which is adapted to 
receive merchandise thereon, said side flaps being adapted 
to fold upwards and inwards over those portions of the 
merchandise lying nearest the edge of said baseboard, said 
cover section being formed from a blank having a cen 
tral section which lies over the merchandise to be pack 
aged and is of substantially the same size and shape as 
said baseboard, said cover section also having a narrow 
channel section foldably connected to the opposite sides 
of said central section and having side flaps foldably con 
nected to said channel section, said central section hav 
ing a perforated line near one end running from side to 
side from the fold line between each of said channel sec 
tions and said central section, said fold line being per 
forated in that section lying between said perforated line 
and the nearest edge of said cover section, said central 
section also having a score line running from the edge 
of said section at the fold line diagonally toward the 
center of said central section to a point between said per 
forated line and the center of said central section, thence 
parallel to said perforated line toward the opposite fold 
line to meet another diagonal score line running from 
the corresponding edge of said central section diagonally 
across the fold line toward the center of said central 
section. 

2. A carton suitable for packaging bacon strips in edge 
overlapping relationship comprising a rectangular base 
board having bacon strips positioned thereon in in edge 
overlapping relationship; an edge-cover foldably con 
nected to said rectangular baseboard along a fold line at 
each side of said rectangular baseboard, said edge-cover 
in the assembled carton being folded upwards and in 
wards over the edge of said baseboard along the fold 
line; a rectangular cover of substantially the same size 
and shape as said rectangular baseboard, said cover hav 
ing a window therein whereby the packaged bacon strips 
are visible while in the carton; a baseboard channel sec 
tion foldably connected to each side of said cover; a base 
board supporting member foldably connected to each of 
said channel members, said baseboard channel members 
being formed from the same blank as said cover and said 
baseboard supporting member by the provision of closely 
proximate parallel fold lines at the side of said cover sec 
tion by folding said baseboard supporting member back 
under said cover along at least one of said parallel fold 
lines whereby a groove through which said baseboard 
may slide is provided between said cover and said base 
board Supporting member and inside said channel mem 
ber, said cover having score lines forming a trapezoidal 
area with the edge of said cover whereby arching of the 
cover section is facilitated; and a flexible film enclosing 
said baseboard and said cover in their assembled rela 
tionship. 

3. A carton according to claim 2 wherein said cover 
is provided with a perforated line near one end running 
from side to side between the fold lines along which said 
baseboard supporting members are foldably connected to 
said cover, said perforated line when taken with the edge 
and fold lines defining a rectangular area which may be 
easily folded upward to facilitate grasping said base 
board. 

(References on following page) 
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