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. COMBINEb' HIP AND KIDNEY PAD FOR FOOTBALL PLAYERS

" Application filed July -2,

-~ This invention relates to protecting devices

of the kind used by foot ball players, and par-

" ticularly to devices that are employed to pro-
tect the hips and kidneys of the user. -

5 One object of my invention is to provide a

combined hip and kidney protecting device

whose component parts are combined in such

_ amanner that the kidney protecting portions

of the device are capable of moving sufficient-
101y relatively to.the hip protecting portions
of the device, on an axis disposed substan-
tially transversely of the device, to permit
free movement of the user’s body and pre-
vent the kidney. protecting portions from
15 sticking into the user’s groin when the user
bends forwardly or stoops.over. :
Another object is to provide a protecting
device for athletes that comprises two mem-
bers or portions which. are pivotally con-
20 nected together by a thong or lacing in such
a way that the knot in the thong will not form
a protuberance or projection on the outer sur-
face of the device. AP , i
To this end T have devised a combined hip

5 and kidney pad that comprises.two subs_tan# -
tially flexible hip pads, and two substantially

flexible kidney pads pivotally connected in-

- termediate their front and rear ends to said:

“hip pads and arranged in overlapping rela-
0 tionship with same, with the upper portions
“of said kidney pads projecting above the top
edges of the hip pads. The device is intend-
ed to be worn under a jacket or other suitable
garment, and. means is provided for strap-

- ping-or holding the hip pads securely in po-
sition- on the user’s. body: Due to the fact
that the kidney pads are pivotally attached

intermediate their front and rear ends to the:

* 4o Dip pads, the front end portions of said kid-

" ney pads are capablé of turning, oscillating

or swinging downwardly, due to the thrust

or pressure exerted -on same by the tser’s

-body, for example, when the user bends for-

- wardly or stoops over, as is frequently nec-
essary in the game of foot ball. =

. The hip pads and kidney pads may be of

any preferred construction, and various types

. of connection may be used to join the kidney

5o Pads to the hip pads. Preferably, said pads

- are formed from ‘pieces of heavy leather

1928. Serfal No. 289,808. -

padded on their inner faces with felt or the
like, and thongs or lacings are used to at-
tach the kidney pads to the hip pads, s as
to permit the kidney pads to have Ppractically
a universal movement. The manner in which
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said thongs or lacings are combined with the

parts which they join together is novel and
will be hereinafter. described. |

. Figure 1 illustrates a combined hip and’

kidney: pad constructed in accordance with

my invention, arranged in operative position
on theuser’sbody. = ' ‘
_Figure 2 is a perspective view of said com-
bined hip and kidney pad. = - - o
Figure 8 is a side elevational view, looking
at the inner side of one hip pad and the
kidney pad with
Figure 4 is an enlarged
taken on the line 44 of Figure 2. L
Referring to the drawings which illustrate

which. it co-operates; and’
sectional: view,-
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the preferred form of my invention, A desig--

nates the two hip pads of my improved de-
vice, which may be of any preferred construc-

tion and equipped with any suitable means.

for maintaining them in operative: position
on the user’s body, said pads being herein
illustrated as being connected together at
their rear ends by a piece of elastic webbing

1 that passes through a loop 2 on a spine pad
3, and the front ends of said hip pad being

connected together by a strap 4 on one pad

that passes through a buckle 5 carried by -the
other pad. T prefer to form the hip pads A

from pieces of relatively ~heavy leather,
shaped so as to form a waist portion and a
depending hip ‘portion, and pad the inner
faces of ‘said pieces of leather with pieces 6

of relatively thick felt or other_ suitable ma-.

terial, as shown in Figure 2. o
" The device also comprises two kidney pads

‘B that are pivotally connected intermediate

their front and rear ends to the hip pads A

-and  arranged in overlapping relationship
with the same with the upper portions of said -
kidney pads projecting upwardly above the:
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top edges of the hip pads sufficiently to afford. -

adequate protection for the user’s kidneys.
When the device is in use the Lidney pads

B will turn, rock or oscillate relatively to
the ‘hip pads A, on an axis disposed or ex-
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tending substantially transversely of the de-

vice, thus accommodating the movements of

the user’s body and preventing said kidney
pads from sticking into the user’s groin. It
is immaterial, so far as my broad jdea is.con-
cerned, how the kidney pads B are construct-
ed, or how they are ‘¢combined with the hip
pads, so long as they are connected inter-
mediate their front and rear ends to the hip
pads in such a way that they are capable of
moving relatively to same, as previously de-
seribed, but I prefer to construct the kidney
pads B {rom pieces of relatively. heavy
Jeather that have pieces T of heavy felt or
other suitable padding material secured  to
the inner faces of the portions of said kidney
pads which project upwardly above the top
edges of the hip pads. The lower portions
of the kidney pads are arranged In’ over-
lapping relation with the hip pads so that the
device as an entirety may be said to congist
of an articulated structure whose component
parts are combined somewhat similar to the
scales of a fish, whereby said component parts
are capable of moving relatively to each other

“sufficiently to avoid binding or restricting the

movements of the user’s body, or to produce
discomfiture to the parts -of the. user’s anat-
omy which are located adjacent to or in the
zone of the protecting device. The shape

" of the kidney pads B may be varied without

_trated the kidney pads
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‘ure 2, the reduced front end

departing from the spirit of my invention,
butin the form of my invention herein illus-
are substantially oval-
shaped in outline and are provided at their
front ends with reduced portions o that the
bottom edges of the kidney pads will con-
form approximately to the outline of the bot-
tom edges of the hip pads, as shown in Fig-
portions of the
kidney ‘pads projecting stightly
front end portions of the hip pads. The
rear ends of the kidney pads B ave joined to-
gether by a connecting device 8, which may
consist of a piece of elastic webbing, but it
is not necessary to join or connect the front
ends of the kidney pads together, as the user’s

jacket or other garment holds the front ends:

of the kidney pads pressed inwardly against
the user’s body. When the device is ai-
ranged in operative position the end portions
of the felt inner facing piece T of the kidney
pads B are positioned above or in alignment
with the top edges of the hip pads.. Accord-
ingly, I am able to atilize said inner facing

jeces T as stops on the kidney pads that

limit the turning or oscillating movement of

the kidney pads relatively to the hip pads.

As shownin Figure 8, the bottom edge of
b b o

the inner facing piece T-of each kidney pad
. S . - s Y Cd

is ‘sloped upwardly in opposite directions
from the center of the pad, so that the end

" portions of said facing piece Twill be spaces

far enough away from the top edge of ‘the

" hip pad to permit the kidney pad to have a

beyond the.
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slight rocking movement relatively to the
hip pad. While I prefer to construct the
device in this particular manner, I wish it
o be understood that this is simply a detail
of construction that can be varied without
departing from the spirit of my invention.

The connecting means that is preferably
used for joining each kidney pad B to its

co-operating hip pad A consists of a thong-

or lacing C, which, after being passed
through said pads or devices connected to
the same. is tled so: as to form a lmot «.
Preferably, the hip pad is provided with a

disk-shaped piéce of leather 9 thatis arranged

between the leather portion of said pad and
the felt inner facing of same over a hole 10
in said leather portion, as shown clearly in
Figure 4. The lacing C is doubled and the

two portions of said lacing project outwardly

through the-disk 9 and hole 10 through a
disk-shaped piece 11 of leather or other suit-
able material that is connected by stitches 12
to the inner side of the overlapping portion
of the kidney pad, the knot  being arranged
on the outer side of the disk 11, thereby caus-
ing the kidney pad to be pivotally connected
with the hip pad. In order that the knot w
will not form a protuberance or projection
on the outer face of the depending. portion
of the kidney pad that laps over the hip pad,
T provide the depending portion of the kid-

ey pad with a hole 13 that virtually forms a
pocket for the knot @ of the Tacing C, the
hottom of said pocket being formed by the
disk 11 through which the lacing passes. In
order to eliminate the possibility of the lac-
ing C'becoming twisted, the disk 9 previously
referred to is mounted in the hip pad in such
a way that.it is capable of turning or revolv-
ing in the pocket formed by the leather por-
tion and felt portion of the hip pad. The
disk 11, which is arvanged on the inner face
of the depending portion of the kidney pad
also serves as a spacer which holds the two
pads B and € spaced apart sufficiently to
reduce friction between the same and permit
the kidney pad to rock or oscillate freely
when it is subjected to pressure by the user’s
body in a direction tending to cause it te
urn on its pivot.
just described makes it possible for the kid-
ney pad to have practically a universal move-
ment relatively to the hip pad. Such a con-
nection is rugged enough to successfully pre-
vent the kidney pad from being torn away

from the hip pad; it is inexpensive to manu--

facture: it permits the parts of the structure
to be easily assembled and disassembled, and
it permits. the top part or overlapping part
of the structare (the kidney pad) to have a
fush outer face free from protuberances or
projections, notwithstanding the fact that a
tied lacing or thong is used to joint the top
part or overlapping part of the structure to
the part which carriesit. This feature of nry

‘A connection of the kind-
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invention is applicable to various other kinds
of athletic protecting devices, and therefore,
I do not wish it to be understood that this
feature is limited to use in a combined hip
and kidney pad. C : )

Having thus.described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is: o . :

1. A protecting device for foot ball players,
comprising hip pads, and kidney pads ar-
ranged in overlapping relation with said hip
pads and pivotally connected intermediate

their front and rear ends to said hip pads,

thereby producing an articulated structure
in which the front end portions of the kidney
pads are capable or rocking, upwardly and

~ downwardly relatively to the hip pads.
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~ ers, provided with a hip pad, a kidney pad -
having a portion that laps over the hip pad,;-
“thong or lacing passing through the inner
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2. A protecting device for foot ball players,
comprising hip pads; means for retaining
said pads in operative position on the user’s

“body, kidney pads arranged in overlapping

relation with the hip pad with the upper
portions of said kidney pads projecting up-

wardly above the top edges of the hip pads;

and pivotal ¢onnections between said kidney
pads and hip pads, located intermediate the
top and bottom edges and the front and rear
ends of the kidney pads: ’
3. "A protecting device for
comprising hip pads, kidney pads arranged
in-overlapping relation with said hip pads
pivotally connected to said hip pads at points
intermediate the front and rear ends of said
kidney pads, and means for joining the rear
ends of said kidney pads together, the front
ends of said kidney pads having no diréct
connection with each other. - e
4. A protecting device for foot ball play-

and -a thong or lacing for connecting said
kidney pad to said hip pad, one of said pads
being provided with a part through which the

lacing passes and which is mounted in such

a way that it is free to turn or rotate.

5. A protecting device for foot ball play-
ers, comprising a hip pad, a kidney pad hav-
ing a portion.that laps over said hip pad,
and.a pivotal connection between said parts

‘located intermediate the front and rear ends

of the kidney pad and formed by thong or

lacing provided with a knot; one of said pads
- being provided with a

pocket in which said
knot is housed. . ’

6. A protecting deviee for foot ball play-
ers, provided with a hip pad, a kidney pad
having a portion that overlaps the hip pad, a
pivotal connection between-said parts, and a
means interposed between the overlapping

portions of said parts which tends to reduce -

friction between said parts when the kidney
pad moves relatively to the hip pad. o

7. A protecting device for foot ball play-
ers, provided with a hip pad, a kidney pad ar-
ranged in overlapping relation with said hip

fdot ball players,

pad, a piece connected to the inner side of the
overlapping portion of the kidney pad over

“a hole in said portion located intermediate

the front and rear ends of the kidney. pad,
and a thong or lacing that passes through
the hip pad and through said piece and which
is provided with a knot:that 1s positioned in
said hole. T

8. A:protecting device for foot ball play-
ers, .comprising hip pads, kidney pads piv-
otally connected intermediate their front and
rear ends, with said hip pads and adapted to
rock about-an axis disposed substantially
transversely of the device, and -means for
limiting the rocking or turning movement of
the kidney pads relatively to the hip pads. :
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9. A protecting device for foot ball play- -
ers, comprising hip pads, kidney pads piv-

otally combined with said hip pads, and fac-.
ing pieces on the inner side of portions of
the kidney pads that project upwardly above
the top edges of the hip pads, constructed so
as to serve as stops which restrict the turning
or oscillating movement of the kidney pads
relatively to the hip pads. © :
©10. In an athletic protecting device, the

combination of two members arranged in

overlapping relation, a thong or lacing for
joining said members together provided with
a knot, and a pocket in the outer member that
receives said knot and thus prevents said
knot from forming a protuberance or projec-
tion on said outer member. -

11. In an athletic protecting device, the

“combination of two members arranged in
‘overlapping relation, the outer member hav-

ing a hole in same, a part connected to the
inner face of the outer member, arranged so
as-to act as a spacer between said members
and also as a closure for a hole, and said

member and through the said part on the out-
er member and provided with a knot that is
housed. within said hole.

12. In an athletic protecting device, the
combination of two members arranged in
overlapping relation, a part connected to the
inner side of the top member over a hole in
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said member, a disk rotatably mounted in a

pocket in the under member, and a thong or

lacing passing through said disk and part

in'the hole in the top member.
’ WILLIAM A. INGRAM.
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“and provided with a knot that. is positioned -
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