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The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in clothes pins of a type em 
bodying a pair of Spring actuated jaw members 
and including a coil spring positioned between 
the opposed faces of the jaws and having the 
ends of the Spring engaged against the outer 
faces of the respective jaws to yieidably urge the 
jaWS in closed position for clamping the clothes 
and clothes line therebetween and the invention 
has for its primary object to provide means for 
preventing the clothes from becoming caught or 
entangled with the ends of the spring. 
More Specifically the invention embodies a coi 

Spring positioned between the closed faces of the 
pair of jaws, the coil extending the full width 
of the jaws and providing a guard at the outer 
ConVolution at each end of the coil and curved 
doWinWardly at the side edges of the jaws to pre 
Went contact of the clothes with the coil spring. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device of this character of simple and practi 
cal construction, which is efficient and reliable in 
use, relatively inexpensive to manufacture and 
otherwise well adapted for the purposes for which 
the same as intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawing forming part hereof, 
Wherein like numerals refer to like parts through 
Out and in Which 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view. 
Figure 2 is a Side elevational view. 
Figure 3 is a vertical Sectional view taken sub 

stantially on a line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of one of the jaws; 

and 
Figure 5 is a view in elevation showing the 

clothes pin in use for clamping clothes to a 
clothes line. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail wherein 
for the purposes of illustration I have disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of the invention the nu 
merals 5 and 6 designate a pair of cooperating 
jaW members, preferably constructed of light 
Weight Wood and of a duplicate construction. 
The Opposed faces of the jaws, adjacent to 

One end thereof, are formed with grooves for 
receiving and gripping a clothes line 8 for clamp 
ing clothes 9 between the jaws and adjacent the 
center of the jaws the opposed faces are formed 
With transverse grooves to adapted for receiving 
a transversely extending coil spring . 
The coil spring extends Substantially 

throughout the width of the jaws as will be ap 
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parent from an inspection of Figure 3 of the draw 
ing and the end convolution at each end of the 
Spring terminates in a guard 2 which is curved 
dOWinWardly and transversely of the side edges 
of the jaWS to bridge the Space between the jaws 
immediately beneath the spring whereby to pre 
went the clothes from coming into contact with 
the coVolutions of the Spring and thus eliminate 
the possibility of the clothes becoming entangled 
With the Spring. 
The ends 3 of the wire forming the Spring 
and the guard 2 are bent transversely behind 

the respective jaws from one side thereof to the 
other, as illustrated in Figure 1 of the drawing 
to retain the jaWS in cooperating relation, the 
ends 3 of the wire being shaped to form the 
letter Z and With the free end 4 thereof Seated 
in a trainSVerse groove 5 adjacent the gripping 
ends of the jaws. Whereby to urge the jaws into 
a closed position. 

he spring serves as a pivot for the jaws 
for the opening and closing movement thereof. 
In View of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawing it is 
5 believed that a clear understanding of the con 

Struction, operation and advantages of a device 
of this character Will be quite apparent to those 
skilled in the art. A more detailed description 
thereof is accordingly deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood however that even though 
I have herein shown and described a preferred 
embodiment of my invention the same is suscep 
tible to certain changes fully comprehended by 
the Spirit of the invention as herein described, 
and the Scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described the invention what I 
claim is: 

1. A clothes pin comprising a pair of elongated 
jaWS having gripping ends and handie ends, a 
Coil Spring positioned transversely of the opposed 
faces of the jaWS and intermediate of the ends 
thereof for Spacing the jaws apart and to form 
a pivot for the jaws, and the terminals of the 
COil Spring each being Z-shaped, said terminals 
being disposed against the outer faces of the 
jaws and extending from adjacent their inter 
Inediate portions to adjacent their gripping ends, 
Said terminals retaining the jaws in engagement, 
With the Spring and normally retaining the grip 
ping ends thereof in contact at Gine point. 

2. A clothes pin comprising a pair of elongated 
Cornpiemental members having transverse grooves 
On the Opposed sides thereof, a coil spring inter 
posed between the elongated members and partly 
protruding into the grooves and defining a full 
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crum for the elongated members, each end of 
the Spring being formed with lateral extension 
disposed in opposite directions for overlapping 
corresponding side portions of the complemen 
tal elongated members to prevent transverse dis 
placement thereof from the Spring, each of the 
end portions of the spring being further formed 
With Substantially Z-shaped portions extending 
down Wardly at the outside of the elongated mem 
bers, the upper and lower portions of the Z 
shaped portions being disposed transversely across 
the corresponding elongated member, while the 
intervening portion is diagonally disposed. 
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