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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

THOMAS BERNEY, OF TIDIOUTE, PENNSYLVANIA. 
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 474,899, dated May 17, 1892. 
Application filed September 29, 1890, Serial No. 366,473, (No model.) 

To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, THOMAS BERNEY, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Tidioute, 
in the county of Warren and State of Penn 
Sylvania, have invented a new and useful 
Wall-Paper Cutter, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to cutting attach 

ments for pasting-boards such as are used by 
paper-hangers; and it has for its object to 
provide a simple and convenient device by 
means of which wall-paper may be conven 
iently cut and accurately trimmed, said de 
vice being in the nature of a permanent at 
tachment to the pasting-board. 
The invention consists in the improved con 

struction, arrangement, and combination of 
parts, which will be hereinafter fully de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
claims. 
In the drawings hereto annexed, Figure 1 

is a side view of a pasting-board to which my 
invention has been applied. Fig.2 is a trans 
verse sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 is a 
perspective view showing the device in posi 
tion for operation. Fig. 4 is a transverse Sec 
tional view of the same. Fig. 5 is a perspec 
tive view of the roller used in conjunction 
with the cutting apparatus. Fig. 6 is a per 
spective detail view of the strips 3 and 4, con 
nected by the spring-hinges 5, showing said 
strips opened or unfolded. Fig. 7 is a sec 
tional view of the roller shown in Fig. 5. 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures. m 
To the under side of the pasting-board 1 

are secured the blocks 22, to the Outer edges 
of which is hinged a wooden strip 3 of suit 
able dimensions. 
4 designates a straight-edge, which is con 

nected by spring-hinges 5 to the lower inner 
edge of the strip 3, upon which it is normally 
held securely folded by the action of the said 
spring-hinges. To the under side of the 
straight-edge 4 is conihected a handle 6, by 
means of which it may be conveniently ma 
nipulated. To the upper outer edge of the 
straight-edge 4 is attached a knife or cutter 7, 
the cutting-edge of which projects a suitable 
distance beyond the edge of the said straight 
edge. This knife or cutter is attached to the 
straight-edge by means of clamping-plates 8 

and L-shaped hangers 9, of which a suitable 
number may be used, placed any desired dis 
tance apart. The upper outer edge of the 
pasting-board is rabbeted, as shown at 10, for 
the reception of the L-shaped hangers. 

11 designates a suitable casing or holder, 
between the sides of which is journaled a 
wheel or roller 12, having a facing 13 of zinc 
or other stuitable material. The roller 12 is 
journaled in its casing by means of screws 14, 
inserted through the sides of the latter, so 
that the said roller may be easily removed 
When worn, in order that a new one or one 
having a new and perfect facing maybe sub 
stituted. The casing 11 may be constructed 
of wood, and it is preferably provided with 
Side pieces Or cheeks 15 of sheet-brassor other 
suitable material. 
The operation of my invention will be read 

ily understood from the foregoing description, 
taken in connection with the drawings here 
to annexed. 
When the cutting apparatus is not in use, 

it is folded under the pasting-board, as will 
be seen in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, and 
the spring-hinges 5 will then serve to hold 
the straight-edge having the knife or cutter 
closely in contact with the strip 3, to which 
it is attached, thus protecting the projecting 
edge of the cutter. In said Figs. 1 and 2 the 
Strip3, With its attachments, is shown as occu 
pying a horizontal position under the pasting 
board. In this position it will be sustained 
Only when the hinges by which it is connect 
ed to the supporting-blocks 2 are sufficiently 
stiff to cause the necessary friction, or spring 
hinges may be used when desired. The un 
der side of the strip 3 is provided with mor 
tises 16 to accommodate the clamps 8 and 
hangers 9, thus enabling the cutter 7 to be 
folded flat against the said strip. 
When the cutting apparatus is to be used, 

the Operator grasps the handle 6 and folds the 
straight-edge 4 in an upward and outward 
direction against the tension of the spring 
hinges 5, at the same time swinging the strip 
3 outwardly upon the hinges by which it is 
attached to the blocks 2 until the hangers 9 
engage the Outer rabbeted edge of the past 
ing-board, as will be seen in Figs. 3 and 4 of 
the drawings, thus causing the cutting-edge 
to project slightly above the upper side of the 
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pasting-board. The paper having been prop 
erly pasted and folded is laid upon the upper 
edge of the cutter along the line at which it 
is to be cut, and it may, if desired, be held in 
position by means of a paper-weight con 
sisting of a wooden slat of suitable length, 
which is manipulated by the left hand of the 
operator, while with his right hand he passes 
the roller 12 over the paper directly above the 
cutting-edge, thus causing the paper to be 
severed at the desired point. After the cut 
ting apparatus has served its purpose it may 
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be thrown out of operation by simply disen 
gaging the hangers 9 from the rabbeted edge 
of the pasting-board, when the action of the 
spring-hinges will fold the straight-edge 4 
against the strip 3, which latter may then be 
swung under the pasting-board and out of 
the Way. 

In the manufacture of this device various 
modifications of details may suggest them 
selves to the skilled mechanic, and I desire to 
have it understood that I reserve the right to 
any such changes as may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit of my invention. 

It is obvious that a machine embodying the 
principles of my invention may be used suc 
cessfully for cutting cloth and the like; but it 
is deemed especially convenient and advan 
tageous for cutting wall-paper and as an at-: 
tachment for paper-hangers' pasting-boards. 

I have described the roller 12 as having a 
facing of zinc.; but I would have it distinctly 
understood that a facing of any other suitable 
material may be employed and that a facing 
may be dispensed with when the body of the 
roller is constructed of suitable material. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States, is 

474,899 

1. A cutting apparatus for wall-paper and 
the like, comprising a straight-edge having a 
projecting cutting-edge and connected by 
Spring-hinges with a suitable supporting-strip, 
against which the said projecting cutting-edge 
may be folded, substantially as set forth. 

2. In a wall-paper cutter, the combination 
of a pasting-board, a supporting strip-hinge, 
connections between the supporting-strip and 
the pasting-board, and a straight-edge hinged 
to the supporting-strip and having a knife or 
cutter, the cutting-edge of which projects be 
yond the said straight-edge, substantially as 
set forth. 

3. In a wall-paper cutter, the combination 
of a pasting-board, the supporting-blocks upon 
the under side of the latter, the supporting 
strip hinged to said blocks and the straight 
edge connected by spring-hinges to said sup 
porting-strip and having a projecting cutting 
edge, and hangers to engage the edge of the 
pasting-board, substantially as set forth. 

4. In a wall-paper cutter, the combination 
of the pasting-board having a rabbeted edge, 
a supporting-strip hinged to blocks upon the 
under side of the pasting-board, a straight 
edge connected by spring-hinges with the said 
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supporting-strip and a knife or cutter secured 
to the latter by means of claumps, and hangers 
adapted to engage the rabbeted edge of the 
pasting-board, substantially as and for the 
purpose set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregóing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. - 

THOMAS BERNEY. 
Witnesses: 

E. M. CURTIs, 
G. N. MACDONALD. 

  


