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1 
This invention is concerned with changeable 

display signs of the type described in U. S. Patent 
No. 2,224,069. M W * - - 

The principal object of the invention is to pro 
vide a sign which is composed of a few structural 
lly simple and easily manufactured parts, essen 
tially only two parts, which may be assembled to 
form signs of different Sizes and display capaci 
ties. - N 

This principal object is realized by providing 
(d) - a simple mounting member which may be fur 
nished in desired length, depending on the height 
of a given sign, to form a desired plurality of hori 
Zontally spaced uprights, depending on the length 
of the display background surface of the sign, for 
removably mounting thereon (b) a plurality of 
panel-like background members each forming a 
portion of the background Surface and all but 
one of Said background members also forming 
carrier means for removably mounting. thereon 
SymboliS to form a desired meSSage. 
The term “symbols” is intended to refer to 

letters or characters such, for example, as dis 
closed in U. S. Patent No. 2,048,040. N . -- 

Details of the invention will appear from the 
description which will presently be rendered 
With reference to the accompanying drawings. 
In these diraWings, . M 
Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic elevational front view 

of a display Sign made in accordance with the in 
vention; 

Fig. 2 shows the sign of Fig. i with the border or 
frame and also the Symbols removed and some of 
the backgroundi panels broken away to show un 
deriying portions of one of the upright mounting 
memberS. “ , , , 

Fig. 3 illustrates a top view of the interior struc 
ture of the sign, as seen when looking in the di 
rection of the arrows along lines 3-3 in Fig.2; 

Fig. 4 represents an exploded perspective frac 
tional view of parts of the sign Shown in Figs. i 
to 3; M 

Fig. 5 is an exploded fractional view of a modi 
fication; * '. - 

Fig. 6 shows a diagrammatic section through 
the Sign shown in Fig. 1, taken approximately 
along lines 6-6 in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 7 illustrates an exploded view of parts of 
another embodiment; . . . . · 

Fig. 8 illustrates a sectional view through a sign 
analogous to the view shown in Fig. 6, but having 
adapter means for accommodating symbols of dif 
ferent structure, mamely, lug type symbols; and 

Fig. 9 represents a sectional view through one 
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2 
With an adapter for supporting symbols of the 
lugtype, as indicated in Fig. 8. * 
The Sign shown in Figs 1-4 and Fig. 6 com 

prises a plurality of strip- or panel-like back 
ground members i - 5 and i 6-20, respectively. 
The immer ends of these background members abut 
along the line 2 i approximately in the center of 
the sign. Each of the background member 2-5 
forms an angularly forwardly tilting carrier ledge, 
as indicated by numerals 22-25, and each of the 
background members i 7-20 forms a similar angu 
larly forwardly tilting carrier ledge, as indicated 
by numerals 26-29. These carrier ledges likewise 
abut along the line 21 approximately in the cen 
ter of the Sign, thus forming horizontally con 
tinuous lines or ledges for supporting desired let 
ters, characters of other symbolis to form a de 
sired message. . . . 
Some of these Symbols may be larger than 

others. In Fig. 1 it is assumed that the letter 
“W” marked by numeral 30, is the largest, ex 
tending over the four lines or carrier ledges 22-25 
Of the background panel members 12-15, while the 
remaining letters or symbols are somewhat small- - 
er”, each extending over only three carrier ledges 
Or lines, mamely, over the three carrier ledges or 
lines 23-25 of the background panels 3-5 at 
the left Side of the center line 21 and over the 
Corresponding three lines or carrier ledges 27-29 
formed by the background panels 18-2o at the 
right Side of the center line. The size of the let 
ters or symbols shown in Fig. 1 is intended only 
to give an example, because it is understood of 
Course that the letters or symbolis may be of dif 
ferent size, and Some of them may cover only 
tWO of the carrier ledges, others three, and still 
Others four, While it is also possible that some of 
the. Symbols, for example, such as a comma ora 
period, may be suspended from only one of the 
Carrier ledges. Each symbol or letter has rear 
Wardly extending fianges which are angularly 
slotted as indicated in Fig. 6 in connection with 
letter “W” marked by numeral 30. - - - 
A marginal border or frame comprising longi 

tudinal top and bottom sections 34, 32 and the 
end sections 38, 34 is provided in order to present 
a neat and finished appearance. Portions of the 
frame may be formed by means carried by the 
top and bottom panels, reSpectively, as will be 
presently described. - . . . . 

The sign may be disposed as desired, e. g., in a 
recess in a Wall or on the front surface of awal. 
There are, provided for this purpose a number of 
Cross-Sectionally, generally U-shaped channel 

of the background panels, which may be equipped is members 35, 36, 37 which are suitably secured to 
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the supporting structure by means of their fanges. 
These channel or upright mounting members are 
alike, and a description of one, namely, the cen 
trally disposed upright mounting member 36, will 
suffice for all. 

Referring particularly to Figs. 2, 3 and 4: Each 
upright mounting member forms a plurality of 
pairs of angularly forwardly projecting ledges 
Such as 38, 39 and 40, one pair of Such ledges for 
one end of each of the panel background memberS 
i - 5 and i 6-20, respectively. These ledges are 
punched out from the central wall of the upright 
channel member. Each of these ledges forms 
a carrier for removably supporting the associated 
end of the corresponding panel background mem 
ber. Associated with each pair of carrier ledge:S 
are stop members such as indicated at 4 1/2, 
43/44, 45/46 which are likewise punched out from 
the front wall of the channel upright and project 
perpendicularly therefrom. The inner edges of 
these stop members are in substantially vertical 
alignment with the outer edges of the associated 
ledges 38, 39 and 40, respectively. 
The uprights may be formed differently, e. g., 

as shown in Fig. 7, or they may be made from 
fdat i strip material with the carrier ledges and 
with the stop members punched out and pressed 
out forwardly, as described. If flat striplike up 
rights are used, they may be provided With 
tubular bushings at predetermined pointS, for 
accommodating bolts or Screws Which secure themi 
to the supporting structure, wall or the like. 
Each of the bushings may somewhat project from 
the plane of the upright in order to provide slight 
spacing from the Supporting structure. Spacer 
Washers may be used, if desired. 

Each of the panel-like background members 
may be made of suitable sheet material and may 
have a desired surface finish; for " example, the 
surface may be enamelled. 
The background panel members if and i 6 On 

top of the structure are alike, each forming a 
body portion extending in a plane substantially 
in parallel with the plane Of the Supporting Sur 
face, e. g. the surface of a wall. The material 
of -- the body portion is bent forwardly 
on top to form a forwardly projecting ledge 
50. At the bottom, each of these top panel 
members is bent angularly rearwardly, as in 
dicated at 5, to form a doWinwardly and rear 
wardly depending skirt so as to provide for drain 
age of moisture. At the opposite ends each panel 
member is bent rearwardly to form the fanges 
52 and 53, respectively, and each of these filanges 
is angularly notched, as indicated at 54/55 and 
56/57, respectively. 

Adil of the intermediate background panel mem 
bers f2-f4 and 7-9, respectively, are alike, and 
the description of two of them, namely, the panel 
members i 2 and T, will suffice for all. Each 
forms again a body portion which extends Sub 
stantially in parallel with the Surface Of the 
supporting structure. The top of the body por 
tion is bent angularly forwardly to form the car 
rier ledge 22 (panel member 2) which is, in the 
assembled position, in alignment With the corre 
Sponding carrier ledge 26 of the background 
panel member fi. At the bottom each such 
background member is bent angularly rearWard 
lly, as indicated in Fig. 4 at 60 and 6 f, and the 
opposite ends of each panel member are bent 
rearwardly to form the flanges 62, 63 each of 
which is slotted as indicated at 64/65 and 66/67, 
respectively. W 

The background panel members i 5 and 29 dis 
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4 
posed at the bottom of the sign are alike, each 
forming an angularly forwardly projecting top 
carrier ledge, as indicated in Fig. 4 at 25 and 29, 
with the bottom portion bent forwardly per 
pendicular to the plane of the body portions, as 
indicated at 72 and 73. The opposite ends of 
each of these background members are again 
bent rearwardly to form flanges i and 75, and 
each of these fanges is again angularly slotted, 
as indicated at 76/77 and 78/79, respectively. 
After the channel uprights 35, 36, 37 are put 

in place On the Supporting structure, wall or the 
like, the various background panel members are 
removably secured thereto simply by attaching 
these members with their hooklike means, i. e., 
with their slotted end flanges in engagement with 
the reSpective pairs of carrier ledges Such as 38, 
39 and 40. The background panels i ! and 6 are 
thus put in position on top of the Structure. The 
panel l i with its slots 54, 55 in the flange 52 at 
its left end Will engage the carrier ledges formed 
by the pair of wings 38 on top of the upright 35, 
and the notches 56/57 in its end filange 53 Willi 
similarly engage the carrier ledges 38 of the cen 
tral or intermediate upright 36. The top back 
ground panel i 6 is similarly put in place with 
the notches 54/55 in its rearwardly directed 
fiange 52 at its left end hooked over the carrier 
ledges 38 of the central or intermediate upright 
36, and the notches 56/57 at its right end flange 
53 Similarly hooked over the carrier ledges 38 
of the terminal upright 3 i at the right end of the 
S?g. 

Each of the downwardly successive panel back 
ground members is Secured similarly with the 
notches in the filanges at its opposite ends hooked 
over the corresponding pairs of carrier ledges on 
the uprights. 
The inner ends of the panel members abut, in 

the asSumed embodiment, in the center of the 
structure centrally of the central or intermedi 
ate upright 36 along the line 2 i indicated in Figs. 
1 and 2. The pairs of stop ears such as 4/42, 
43/44 and 45/46 have no particular function if 
the Upright such as 36 is used in the center of 
the sigri structure or at another intermediate or 
dividing point, They serve the purpose of pre 
venting the various background panels from 
slipping off laterally outwardly of the terminal 
channel members at the opposite ends of the 
Sign. Thus, in the aSSembled structure, the outer 
ear 4 at the top of the left end terminal up 
right 35 prevents slipping Off of the pane mem 
ber , thus keeping this panel member in proper 
position with its right end substantially central 
ly of the intermediate upright 36; and the outer 
ear 42 on top of the right hand terminal up 
right 37 similarly prevents slipping off of the 
background panel il 6, thus keeping this panel in 
proper position With its inner end in alignment 
with and abutting the inner end of the back 
ground panel. Í f. The outer ears on each of 
the terminal uprights 35 and 37 associated with 
the respective downwardly successive pairs of 
carrier ledges, such as the stop ears 43-44 and 
45-46, keep the corresponding horizontally 
aligned pairs of panel members Similarly in posi 
tion with their inner ends in alignment and 
abutment centrally of the intermediate upright 
36, preventing the slipping off of these panel 
members from the structure, thus facilitating 
assembly of the parts and maintaining the parts 
in assembled position. 
The forwardly protruding ledges 59 extending 

from the background panel members í í and 6 
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ön top of the structure and the similarly for 
wardly protruding ledges 72, 73 carried by the 
bottom panel members i 5 and 20, respectively, 
have the purpose of , aligning with the interior 
parts of the sign and angular border frame or 
finishing strip having the portions 3 , 32 and 33, 
34. This border frame may be of a simple angu 
lar structure, as particularly shown in Fig. 6, and 
its : respective portions are simply slipped over 
the ledges 50 and 72-73 formed on top and at 
the bottom, respectively, by the top and bottom 
background panels i - 6 and i 5-20, respectively. 
The end members 33, 34 of the border frame are 
similarly in alignment with the rearwardly di 
rected outer. Side walls of the terminal channel 
uprights 35 and 37, respectively. These outer 
side walls thus form aligning, guiding and mount 
ing means for the end members of the border 
frame in the same manner as the ledges 50 and 
72-73 of the top and bottom palmelsform a lining, 
guiding and mounting means for the top and 

i bottom i members Of the border frame. 
If desired, forwardly protruding ears may be 

punched out from the outside flanges of the 
channel uprights to form means for guiding the 
endi walls 33, 34 of the border frame into posi 
tion and for aligning and securing the border 
frame on the uprights. 

In case the uprights are made of fiat sheet 
stock, they may be provided at their edges with : 
ears similar to the ones shown at 4 l/42, etc., and 
with similar ears at the ends, for guiding the 
border frame into position, for aligning it and for 
securing it thereon. 
The background has been shown in two hori 

zontally aligned sections, each section compris 
ing a definite number of vertically successive 
horizontally extending background panels. It is 
understood that this has been done only for the 
purpose of giving an example, as it is entirely 
possible to make the uprights longer, as long as 
necessary and practicable, to provide signs of 
greater height, and similarly to provide more 
than three uprights, two at the ends of the sign 
functioning as terminal uprights, as described in 
connection with the uprights 35 and 37, and sev 
eral intermediate uprights such as 36, each, in 
back of a dividing line such as 2 where the cor 
responding - intermediate strip-like background 
panels abut. The background panels may be of 
standard size, that is, each of similar height and 
length, and in that case the intermediate up 
rights will be mounted along center lines which 
are similarly spaced. The spacing of the termi 
mal uprights at the opposite ends of the structure 
with respect to the corresponding nearest inte 
rior intermediate uprights is Slightly different, 
these spaces being less, in order to fix the panel 
membersat the opposite ends of the structure in 
position, held by the stop ears such as 4 and 42, 
etc., projecting from the terminal uprights as de 
scribed. 
The modification shown in Fig.5 provides up 

rights such as 80. From the center wall of each 
such uprights are punched out and rearwardly 
bent the guide wings such as 8 f, 82 and 33, thus 
forming carrier ledges such as 84, 85 and 86. - A 
cutout 87 is formed on top of the upright to pro 
vide the carrier ledge 88. There are thus two 
carrier ledges 88—84 for the background panel 
90 on top of the structure and pairs of carrier 
ledges such as 85/86 for each of the downwardly 
successive intermediate background panels, one 
of which is indicated at 9 t. The top panel 9ð 
has a forwardly projecting ledge 92 and hooklike 
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6 
brackets 93, 94 - for: mounting engagement with 
the carrier ledges 88 and 84 on the upright 80. 
The intermediate background panel 9 : is bent 
angularly for Wardly at its top, as indicated at 95, 
and is provided With i Similar hooklike brackets 
96, 97 for engagement with the carrier ledges 85, 
86. The º remaining intermediate background 
panels are constructed just like the ones i shown 
at 9. The bottom background panel (not 
shown) is constructed similar to the one shown at 
5 and 20 in connection with the previously de 

scribed structure, except that there is no flange 
Such as 74-75 (see Fig. 4), but hooklike brackets 
at each end of the background panei such as 
93/94 and 96/97, respectively, shown in connec 
tion with the background panels 90 and 9. 
The - aSSembly and Operation - of the Structure 

shown in Fig. 5 is similar to the one already dis 
cuSsed. The rearWardly directed wings such as 
8 , 82, 33 in the uprights have an angularly for 
Wardly tilting p0rtion, as shown in Fig. 5, which 
functions as a guide for the insertion of the cor 
responding hooklike bracket such as 94 and 96/97, 
on the respective background panel, and also 
holds its associated bracket in place after in 
Sertion, thus Securing the corresponding panel in 
position. The coaction is wedgelike just as in 
the case of the carrier ledges with the slotted 
flanges at the ends of the background panels of 
the previously described structure. The assem 
bly of the Sign is thus facilitated and secured. 
Separate stop ears such as the ears 4/42, 43/44, 
45/46 shown on the uprights of the previous em 
bodiment are not required in the structure of 
Fig. 5, because the inner edges of the cutouts 
forming the carrier ledges 88/84 and 85/86 oper 
ate as. Stop and aligning means for the end panels 
Wh?In the uprights are used as terminal uprights. 
The embodiment shown in Fig. 7 provides sim 

plified channel uprights each forming a mount 
ing portion 40, a forwardly projecting side wall 
i 4 i, a front wall 142, and a rearwardly extend 
ing flangelike partial side - wall 43. On top of 
the front wall i 42 is provided a cutout forming 
the carrier ledge 14, corresponding to the top 
carrier ledges 38 and 88, respectively, of the pre 
Viously i described structures. Underneath this 
cutout is disposed the angular aperture 145 form 
ing the carrier ledge ( 46 , which corresponds to 
the carrier ledges 38 and 84, respectively, of the 
previous embodiments. This pair of carrier ledges 
(144—46) is provided for supporting the hook 
like members i 47, 48 extending rearwardly from 
the top background panel 49. Each hooklike 
member i carries a nipple-like extension, as indi 
Cated at i 50, i5, respectively, for locking the 
Corresponding end of the background panel 4S 
in engagement with the upright to prevent chat 
tering, e.g., responsive to wind pressure on the 
panel. 
The top panel also carries a forwardly, down 

Wardly and in Wardly disposed fiange i 52 which 
may be employed to form parts of the frame or 
border on top of the sign. This fiange takes the 
place of the filanges 50 and 92, respectively, of 
the top panels l i and 9 ö of the structures de 
scribed before. It will be understood of course 
that the fianges 50 and 92 of the previous struc 
tures may take the form of the flange i 52 shown 
in Fig. 7. , , 
At the bottom, the top, panel 49 carries a 

rearwardly directed drain skirt i 53 correspond 
ing ito similar skirts in the embodiments i de 
scribed before. - 
The other, left hand end of the top panel 49 
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is formed just like the right hand end shown 
in Fig. 7. 
The intermediate background panels (not 

shown in Fig. 7) are alike. Each is structurally 
similar to the intermediate panels of the pre 
viously described sign structure, each forming 
a forwardly tilted carrier ledge for supporting 
the various symbols for display, and a doWin 
wardly and rearwardy extending drain skirt, as 
described. The mounting means at each end of 
each intermediate panel corresponds to the hook 
like mounting means i 47, 148 described in con 
nection with the top panel 49. Pairs of cutouts 
or apertures such as 45 are of course provided 
in each of the uprights for receiving the hook 
like mountings of the intermediate panels. Each 
hooklike mounting member is provided with a 
nipple, as indicated at i 50, í 5 f, to obtain positive 
wedgelike locking engagement of the correspond 
ing panel with the upright at either end thereof. 

"The bottom panel 54 corresponds structurally 
generally to the previously described bottom 
panels except for the bottom flange 55 which 
may be used, just like the top fange i 52 of the 
top panel, to form part of the frame, and hook 
like mounting means i 56, 57 at each end, each 
having a locking nipple such as i 5B, 59 for Sup 
porting and locking coaction with the carrier 
ledges 60, i 6 of a pair of cutouts i 62, G3, re 
spectively. Numeral i 64 indicates the angulariy 3; 
forwardly directed member forming the carrier 
ledge for supporting the symbols for display as 
before. 

Several uprights such as the one shown in Fig. 
7 may be suitably mounted on a desired Struc 
ture, walil or the like, by screws, bolts or nails 
or the like, which are driven through holes Such 
as 65 provided in the wall i 48 of each upright. 
It should be observed that such screws, bolts, etc. 
are accessible through the corresponding cutouts 
such as 45, i 62, 63 in the front wall of the 
upright, facilitating the mounting thereof. 
Each of the cutouts such as 45, i 62, 63 has 

a recessed upper portion, as indicated at 3Ga 
62a, i 63a, respectively. 
The mounting of the various background pan 

els is accomplished by taking each panel and 
inserting its pairs of hooklike mounting members, 
at its opposite ends, into the right hand ends or 
sides of the corresponding pairs of eutOutS in 
two horizontally successive uprights. The panel 
is then slightly dropped and - moved to the left 
untill the two hooklike members at its ieft end 
are in engagement with the left side edge of the 
cutouts in the corresponding left handi terminai 
upright (as would be the case with the panel cor 
responding to panel i in Figs. 1-4 and 6) or in 
alignment with and abutting the right end of 
the adjacent panel on the left (as would be the 
case with a panel corresponding to the top panel 
i 6 in Figs. 1-4 and 6). - After a panel is put in 
position in this manner, it is moved downwardly 
to obtain locking engagement of its hooklike 
mounting members with the carrier ledges of 
the cutouts in the corresponding uprights. The 
panels are then endwise in alignment. All panels 
are put in position in this manner. The hook 
like mounting members of the various pamels are 
accommodated within the left stepped portioms 
of the corresponding cutouts in the uprights. 
Each panel is positively locked in place at each 
end thereof. M 
The fanges 52 of the top panels are im align 

ment, forming the top portion of the frame. - The 
fanges 55 of the bottom panels are Similarly 
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8 
in alignment, forming the bottom portion of 
the frame. The various forwardly tilting ledges 
formed by the intermediate panels and by the 
bottom panel, respectively, are likewise aligned 
and ready to receive the Symbols for display, as 
already discussed. Suitable border StripS may 
be secured to the sides of the terminal upright at 
the ends of the sign to complete the frame. If 
desired, a finishing strip may be put om the 
aligned top and bottom frame fanges formed by 
the fiange portions 452 and 55 of the top and 
bottom panels. 

Drain holes, as indicated at 170 and T f, may 
be provided in the frame or flange portions i 52 
and 55 of the top and bottom panels 49 and 
55. 

It will be seen from the foregoing eXplanations 
that a sign made in accordance with the example 
shown in Fig. 7 comprises again the elements de 
scribed in connection with the previous embodi 
ments, the coaction between such elements like 
wise being Similar. The advantages resulting 
from the Structure Shown in Fig. I reside in ult 
most structural simplicity, more positive locking 

5 action of the panelis in engagement With the up 
rights, and use, if desired, of the top and bottom 
fianges of the panes to form parts of the frame 
With or without finishing StripS. 

The Immodification Shown in Fig. 8 : corresponds 
Substantially to the structure shown in Figs. 1-4 
and 6 and in Fig. 5, except that it is adapted t0 
accommodate letters or Symbols of the so-called 
“lug” type in which each symbol is provided with 
one or more lugs at the top and at the bottom, 
which extend therefrom, for mounting symbols in 
channel-like adapter members. 

Referring now to Fig. 8: Numerals f00, 0 
and i 93 indicate letters or Symbols of the lug type. 
The lugs of the symboli 00 are indicated at 

| 04/ i G5. Similar iugs | 08/07 and 08/09 are 
carried by the remaining letters or symbols 10 
and i 93, respectively. 
The panel-like background member il 10 may be 

formed just like the panel background member 
l of the previous structure, having a forwardly 

projecting ledge i i and an angularly rearwardly 
directed drain Skirt i 2. Each Of the intermediate 
background paneis i 3, , 5 is formed gen 
erally like the corresponding previously described 
intermediate panel members, each having a rear 
wardly directed bottom drain skirt, as indicated 
at i , i 7 and i f8, respectively, and each having 
an angularly forwardly tilting top portion, as in 
dicated at i 9, 26 and i 2 f, respectively. The 
bottom background panel 22 has on top an 
angularly forwardly tilting ledige portion 23 and 
at the bottom a forwardly directed ledge 24. 
Secured to each of the forwardly tilting top por 
tions of the intermediate and bottom background 
panels is a crOSS-Sectionally H-shaped double 
channel member, as indicated at 25, 26, 27 and 
28, respectively. The lugs of the various letters 

or Symbols of the lug type are inserted into the 
channels which face each other; that is, the lugs 
of the letter or Symbol 60 are secured in the 
channels carried by the channel members f 25 and 
126, respectively; the lugs of the letter or symbol 
9 are removably inserted in the channels formed 

by the channel members í 26 and i 27, respectively; 
and the lugs of the lowermost lug type l?tter or 
Symbol are similarly inserted in the channels of 
the channel members i 27 and í 28, respectively. 
The opposite ends of each of the background 

panel members f f 0, A 3, , i 5 and i 22, respec 
tively, may again be bent rearwardly to form 
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flanges, and each such fange may be provided 
with inclined notches for removably mounting the 
various panels on carrier ledges such as 38, 39, 40 
in the channel uprights shown in Figs. 1-4 and 6. 
A finishing frame or border may again be pro 

vided in the structure shown in Fig. 8, in the same 
manner as in the previously described structures. 
The modification shown im Fig. 9 contemplates 

background panel members just like the ones 
shown in Figs. 1-4 and 6, one being shown in 
section and indicated by numeral 30, carrying on 
top an angularly forwardly projecting carrier 
ledge 13 and at the bottom an angularly rear 
wardly directed drain skirt 32. A slotted mount 
ing fange i 33 is provided at each end of the 
panel for mounting on carrier ledges of uprights 
in the manner already described. The carrier 
ledge i 3 may thus be used as before, for sup 
porting a symbol of the slotted flange type. 
Adapter strips such as snown at 34 may be re 
movably secured to the ledges i 3 of the various 
background panelis, by Suitable means such as 
clips or screws, for alternatively supporting Sym 
bols of the lug type, as shown in Fig. 7. The cor 
responding sign may thus be quickly adapted for 
use with either type of Symbols. M 

It has been assumed that there are two hooklike 
or equivalent mounting members at each end of 
each background panel member, for coaction With 
corresponding pairs of mounting or carrier ledges 
formed on the uprights. The number of such 
mounting members may of course be more or less, 
as may be desired. 
The use of the cross-sectionally H-shaped chan 

nels or adapter members has been described with 
reference to the embodiment shown in Figs. i-4 
and 6 only for the sake of convenience. It is 
clear that such channels or adapters may be simi 
larly used with the structure illustrated - in Fig. 7. 
Changes may be made within the scope and 

Spirit of the accompanying claims in which is 
defined what is considered new and desired to 
have protected by Letters Patent of the United 
States. 
We claim: 
1. A changeable display sign of the class de 

scribed comprising a pair of upright terminal 
mounting members disposed on a suitable sup 
porting i structure in generally vertical position 
one substantially at each end of the sign, at least 
one intermediate upright mounting member dis 
posed on said supporting structure at a point 
between said terminal mounting memb?rS - and 
extending in parallel therewith, means integral 
with each mounting member forming a plurality 
of vertically successive pairs of carrier ledges 
thereon, each pair of carrier ledges of each 
mounting member being disposed in horizontal 
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alignment with a corresponding pair of carrier i 
ledges on the other mounting members, a, plural 
ity of pairs of background panels, and a pair of 
Securing means carried by each background panel 
at each end thereof and rearWardly extending 
therefrom for removable engagement with cor 
responding pairs of said carrier ledges on Said 
mounting members to position each pair of back 
ground panels in end-to-end assembly with Said 
mounting members, the top portions of said back 
ground panels tilting angularly forwardly to form 
carrier means for removably Supporting symbols 
in i engagement therewith. 

2. The sign structure as set forth in claim 1, 
together with means formed on said mounting 
members for determining the end-to-end position 
of each pair of said background panels thereon. 
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3. The sign structure as set forth in claim 1, 

together with channel means carried by the top 
portions of said background panels to form the 
carrier means for removably supporting symbols 
in engagement therewith. 

4. In a changeable sign of the class described, a 
vertically extending terminal mounting member 
disposed substantially at each end of the sign, 
an intermediate vertically extending mounting 
member of identical structure disposed between 
said terminal mounting members in parallel 
therewith, carrier means on each mounting mem 
ber integral therewith, a pair of panel members 
each having hooklike means at each end thereof 
for removable engagement with the carrier means 
on said mounting members to position said panel 
members thereon in horizontal alignment, and 
stop means carried by said mounting members 
integral therewith for engagement with said 
panel members to keep the inner ends thereof in 
abutment and the outer ends against displace 
ment relative to said terminal mounting mem 
berS. v 

5. A changeable sign of the class described com 
prising a plurality of elongated upright mount 
ing members for disposal in horizontally spaced 
generally parallel relationship on a wall or the 
like, pairs of longitudinally spaced ledge means 
formed on said mounting members integral there 
with, a plurality of background panel members 
removably mounted on said ledge means to form 
horizontally aligned vertically successive back 
ground panel sections, the upper edge of each but 
the top panel member being tilted to extend angu 
larly forwardly and upwardly to form a carrier 
ledge for removably supporting symbols thereon 
to form a message and the lower edge of each but 
the bottom panel being tilted to extend angularly 
rearwardly to form with the forwardly tilted up 
per edge of the adjacent panel member a rear 
wardly directed channel for draining moisture 
from the sign, the top portion of the top panel 
member and the bottom portion of the bottom 
panel member extending forwardly to form at the 
top and bottom of said sign horizontally abutting 
border members. . . 

6. A changeable sign of the class described 
comprising a pair of upright terminal mounting 
members disposed in generally vertical position 
One at each end of the sign, at least one inter 
mediate. Upright mounting member disposed at a 
point between said terminal upright mounting 
members - and extending in parallel therewith 
each upright mounting member being alike and 
forming a plurality of vertically successive pairs 
of horizontally extending carrier ledges and a 
pair of stop members associated with each pair 
of carrier ledges, a plurality of panel members 
each forming rearwardly directed hook means at 
either end thereof, said panel members being 
removably secured to said pairs of carrier ledges 
by engagement of their hook means with such 
ledges to form horizontally contiguous vertically 
Successive background sections, the upper portion 
of each but the topmost panel members forming 
angularly forwardly disposed carrier means for 
removably supporting symbols thereon and the 
bottom portion of each but the lowermost panel 
member forming an angularly rearwardly tilting 
skirt to form with the forwardly disposed car 
rier means of the adjacent panel member a rear 
Wardly tilting channel for downwardly draining 
moisture from the corresponding portion of the 
sign, said stop members being operative to main 
taim horizontally successive panel members in 
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alignment with the inner ends thereof in abut 
ment and holding the outermost panel sections 
against displacement relative to the correspond 
ing terminal upright mounting members, the top 
most and the lowermost panel members form 
ing forwardly projecting mounting ledges, and 
means forming a, border frame secured to Said 
mounting edgeS. 

7. The sign structure as Set forth in claim 6, 
wherein said carrier ledges are formed on Said 
upright mounting members by sections which are 
integral therewith and displaced angularly rela 
tive to the general plane thereof, said displaced 
sections being also operative to guide the in 
sertion of Said carrier ledges into the correspond 
ing hook means formed at the ends of said panel 
memberS. 

8. The sign structure as set forth in claim 6, 
together with fanges formed on said panel mem 
bers, one at each end thereof, and notches formed 
in Said fanges to form Said hook meanS. 

9. The sign structure as set forth in claim 6. 
together with channel means carried by the upper 
portion of each but the topmost panel members 
to form the carrier means for removably Support 
ing Symbols. V 

10. The sign structure as set forth in claim 6, 
together with means carried by said i upright 
mounting members for mounting said border 
frame. 

11. A changeable sign of the class described 
comprising a, pair of horizontally spaced verti 
cally extending uprights. , each upright being 
cross-sectionally generally U-shaped to form with 
one leg thereof a rear wall for attachment to a, 
supporting structure and with the other leg there 
of a front wall spaced fron said rear wall. longi 
tudinally stepped cutouts formed in said front 
wall, each cutout having a relatively narrow top 
Section and a wider bottom i section doWrWardly 
extending therefrom, the bottom edge of the bot 
tom section of each cutout forming a mounting 
ledge, a plurality of background panels, each 
panel having rearwardly directed hook-like 
means for insertion into one of said cutouts and 
for mounting engagement With the corresponding 
mounting ledge thereof, said hooklike means be 
ing insertable iinto and removable from its asso 
ciated stepped cutout only along the entire length 
of such cutout including the narrow and the 
wider section thereof and being in mounted posi 
tion disposed in said wyider portion of said cutout 
in relatively fixed relation therewith, and angu 
larly forwardly directed fangelike display means 
carried by each background panel. 

12. A changeable sign of the class described 
comprising a plurality of structurally Substan 
tially identical generally cross-sectionally rec 
tangular generally vertically disposed horizon 
tally spaced channel-shaped upright mounting 
members, each mounting member having a rear 
wall for attachment to Suitable Supporting meanS 
and a front Wali spaced from Said rear Wall, a 
longitudinally extending cutout formed in the 
front wall of each Upright mounting member, 
each cutout having at One end thereof a Stepped 
configuration to form an elongated Slotlike open 
ing having a relatively short portion adjacent a 
relatively long portion, the other end of each cut 
out forming a mounting ledge, a backgrOUndi 
panel forming a display Surface for disposal be 
tween said upright mounting members and hav 
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12 
ing a hooklike member rearwardly extending 
therefrom at each end thereof for remo Vable at 
tachment to the Hmounting ledge formed by the 
cutoittS in the correspondingly disposed upright 
mounting members, the length of each hooklike 
member corresponding substantially to the length 
of the relatively long portion of the cutout in its 
aiSSociated upright mounting member, whereby 
Said background panel can be removably mounted 
on said uprightS by insertion of its hooklike mem 
bers through the relatively long portions of the 
Cultotts therein and locked against imadvertent 
displacement with respect to said upright by dis 
posall thereof sideways relative to Said uprights 
to position said hooklike members within the 
relatively Short portions of Said cutOutS. 

13. A changeable display Sign of the claSS de 
scribed comprising means forming a plurality of 
hOrizontally eXtending Wertically SucceSSive pairs 
of carrier ledges, each pair of ledges for remowº 
ably supporting Symbolis each of Which consists 
of a Symbol body having rearWardly extending 
fanges and notches in said flanges for engage 
ment with the correspording pair of carrier 
ledges, and adapter means for remoyable attach 
ment to each pair of carrier ledges to fornin there 
on horizontally extending vertically directed 
Channels fOr removably Spporting Symbols each 
of which consists of a symbol body and luglike 
eXtensions projecting therefrom for insertion into 
Said channels, Said luglike eXtensions projecting 
from the corresponding symbol body in a plane 
which generally parallels the plane of the face 
thereOf. 

14. For Se in a changeable display Sign having 
at least two pairs of horizontally extending ver 
tically Spaced barlike members, each pair form 
ing two carrier ledges for Supporting ketters to 
be displayed thereon each of which has rear 
Wardly directed fiai nges With notches formed 
therein for hooklike engagement with said carrier 
ledges, an adapter for removable attachment to 
each pair of Said carrier ledges, Said adapter con 
sisting of a holder comprising a, horizontally ex 
tending panel member, flanges rearwardly ex 
tending from Said panel member which are 
slotted for hooklike engagement with said carrier 
ledges, and a croSS-Sectional Hi-Shaped Strip on 
Said panel member eXtending along one edge 
thereof, Saidi cross-sectionally H-shaped strip 
formning in mounted pOSition Of Said panel mem 
ber on said carrier ledges vertically directed hori 
Zontally eXtending channels for removably Sup 
porting in front of Said panel member different 
letters each comprising a Symbol body and a lug 
like extension projecting therefrom generally in 
parallel with the face thereof for insertion into 
a channel formed by Said cross-sectionally H 
shaped Strip. 

ERWIN WAGNER. W 
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