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(57) Abstract: The thickness of an abrasive pad (311c) used for polishing a wafer (Wd) is measured by a pad thickness measuring
v device (319). When the thickness is less than a predetermined value, the abrasive pad (311c) is judged that its life is over. The
abrasive pad (311c¢) is conditioned by a conditioner (317b) of a pad conditioning device (317). Before and after the conditioning, the
thickness of the abrasive pad (311c) is measured by the pad thickness measuring device (319). An average cutting rate in the time
w=( period of conditioning of the abrasive pad (311c) is obtained based on the thickness of the abrasive pad (311c) measured before and
O after the conditioning. When the average cutting rate is less than a predetermined value, the conditioner (317b) is judged that its life
is over. In this way, the life of the abrasive pad and the conditioner can be judged accurately.
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