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This is a continuation-in-part of application Serial No. 
859,512, filed December 14, 1959, now abandoned. 

This invention concerns finger rings and in particular 
rings which are constructed so as to be capable of open 
ing from a latch-connected joint, whereby a close fitting 
of the ring can be obtained on that section of the finger 
on which it is worn, whilst the ring can be removed 
readily by releasing the latch to open same to provide 
sufficient looseness to slip readily over the finger joint. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a ring 

in which there is no possibility of accidental opening, but 
which enables the latch to be opened easily. Another 
object is to provide a ring in which gem settings can be 
worked on or changed without any risk of the work oper 
ations damaging the delicate latch mechanism, whilst 
a further object is to provide a construction of latch ele 
ment and associated parts which is sufficiently strong to 
stand up to normal usage. A further object of the in 
vention is to provide a construction of ring which is read 
ily adjustable in size in that it can be increased in effective 
diameter within limits. This is of particular advantage 
in that a person purchasing a ring can obtain a fitting 
enabling Same to be worn on different fingers and also 
that a jeweler need not carry a large stock of identical 
rings in different sizes. 
According to this invention there is provided a finger 

ring which comprises in combination an arcuate inter 
mediate Section, a first arcuate side section pivoted to 
one end of the intermediate section, a second arcuate 
side section pivoted to the other end of the intermediate 
Section, an arcuate bridging member concentric with the 
centre of the ring connected across the abutting free ends 
of the side sections, means for preventing separation of 
the ends of the arcuate bridging member from the first 
and second side sections when the ring is expanded by 
Swinging said side sections about their ends pivoted to 
said intermediate section, a curved latch bar secured to 
one of the side sections and also concentric with the cen 
tre of the ring, a locking nose on said latch bar in con 
tact with the arcuate bridging member, and a catch 
member on one of said sections engageable by the lock 
ing nose on the latch bar for yieldingly retaining the 
free ends of the side sections abutted together to main 
tain the ring closed. 
To enable the invention to be clearly understood three 

embodiments thereof will now be described by way of 
example with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a view of the ring, partly in section, and 

in an opened position. 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view. 
FIGURE 3 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 showing 

how the latched together side sections of the ring can be 
made of tubular form, and 
FIGURES 4 and 5 are similar views to FIGURE 1 

showing the ring in opened and closed positions respec 
tively and in which the latch and bridge parts are dupli 
cated. 

Referring first to FIGURES 1 and 2, the ring is formed 
from three arcuate sections, viz. two side sections 10, 11, 
and an intermediate section 12, which can all be of ap 
proximately the same length, or the intermediate section 
shorter than the side sections. Said intermediate section 
is pivoted at each end to one of the side sections in any 
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suitable way, such as by a tongue and groove and pivot 
pin connection 13 as shown so as to be capable of open 
ing movement, which movement can be limited for ex 
ample by suitable shoulder abutment on the parts. 

If the ring is set, then it is the intermediate section 
which carries the jewels or is otherwise decorative. It 
will be noted that this intermediate section can be sepa 
rated easily, thus allowing for changing, or repair to the 
jewels or other work so that large stocks of various 
shaped rings do not have to be carried. 
The adjacent ends of the side sections are arranged 

to slide together and latch. Said sections are slotted 
and the one or first section 10 is provided with a for 
wardly projecting arcuate bridge part 14 in the form of a 
spring blade. The other or second end section 1 has a 
tunnel 5 therein, which receives this bridge part, the 
tunnel being open by a slot 16 at its inner surface except 
for an extreme end part 27, the free extremity of the 
bridge part having a small projection 18 on its outer 
Surface which runs in the open slot 6. The section 10 
also carries an arcuate latch bar 9. 
The latch bar is outside the bridge part 14 and projects 

forwardly a distance less than the projection of the 
bridge part so that a nose 20 of the latch bar is clear of 
the said other end part when the parts are in the open 
limit. The extremity of the one side section 10 has a 
slot or groove 2 in its outer surface in which is a part 
of the latch bar, whilst the extremity of the other side 
Section 11 also has an outer slot or groove 22, and into 
this latter the said bar enters when the ring is closed, 
said bar having the nose 20 at its front end which, ex 
cept when the ring is closed, rests on the top of the 
bridge part. The nose co-operates with a catch element 
carried by the other side part, this catch element consist 
ing of a pin or bar 23 near the open extremity of and 
across the slot or groove 22. 
When the ring is open, the latch bar 19 is clear of the 

extremity of the other section 11, and the open limit is 
defined by the engagement of the stop 18 and the catch 
element 23. On closing, the bridge part slides in the 
tunnel in the end of the other section, until the nose 20 
of the latch bar meets the forward edge of the catch 
element 23. Further closing pressure results in the latch 
bar flexing outwardly due to its inherent resilience so 
that the nose rides over the catch bar, and snaps down 
finally into the top slot 22 of the other end part. When 
locked, a substantially flat unbroken outer surface is pre 
Sented. 
When it is desired to open the ring, opposite outward 

pressure is applied to the side sections. The shaping of 
the nose and catch element co-operating surfaces is such 
that when such pressure is sufficient, the nose rides up the 
catch element 23, so permitting opening. 
The nose part 20 is shaped so that after latching, the 

Sections can be separated merely by pulling same apart. 
However, if desired the nose part and catch may be shaped 
to prevent opening merely by pulling, in which case the 
front end of the latch bar 9 and the slot 22 are shaped 
to enable a finger nail to be placed under the said end of 
the latch bar, when the sections are closed, so that said 
bar can be raised against its resilience to release the catch 
element. Thus, a transverse groove may be provided in 
the outer Surface of the other or second end section 11 
at the end of the slot 22, to enable the latch bar to be 
raised. 
The arrangement illustrated by FIGURE 3 is very sim 

ilar to that described with reference to FIGURES 1 and 2, 
except that the side sections 10' and 11’ are made tubular 
So that the portion of the bridge part 14 within the part 
19 is concealed and likewise the radially inwardly di 
Tected mouth of the slot 6 in the part 11 is closed where 
by the inner surface of the ring is completely closed. 
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When the ring is closed the latch bar 19' engages in a slot 
1a in the side section 11 with the nose 29' of the latch 
engaged with the catch 23'. 

Referring lastly to FIGURES 4 and 5, the arrangement 
here is also very similar to that of the two previous en 
bodiments except that in effect the latch and bridging parts 
are duplicated. Thus, as shown, the side sections 0a and 
11b are made tubular and each accommodates a locking 
nose 24 provided one at each end of an arcuate latch bar 
25 formed centrally between its ends with a portion 25 
which is integral with or connected to a bridge part 27 
which at either side of the part 26 extends into the tubular 
side sections 10a and 1b of the ring and which are pro 
vided at their extremities with projections 28 which, when 
the ring is opened, abut catch elements 29 thereby limiting 
the distance the sections 10a and 11b can be opened apart 
and also preventing complete separation of the ends of 
the bridge part from said sections. The noses 24 of the 
latch bar 25 snap over the catch elements 29 when the 
Sections 10a and b are closed as shown in FIGURE 4. 
The side sections 0a and 11b are formed respectively 
with slots if b and 1c in which the ends of the latch 25 
can engage. With this last embodiment the ring can be 
fully opened by releasing both locking noses 24 from their 
catches 29, or half opened by only releasing one nose 24 
from its catch 29. 

In all embodiments provision may be made for the ring 
to be opened to different extents, e.g. by arranging for a 
Stop to engage Successively in notches, so that the diametri 
cal size of the ring can be easily adjusted. 
As the catch member and the bridging member lie one 

above the other, this arrangement can be used for rings of 
Small widths and, as no special clearance for the springy 
movement of the catch member is necessary, the ring can 
also be rather thin. On rings with decorations or gems 
around its circumference this whole connection can be 
placed within very Small setting-rings on both sides of the 
connecting means. Besides these advantages the new con 
struction of this invention improves also the guidance 
during the opening and makes it possible to provide addi 
tional stops, so that, within certain limits, the ring is 
easily adjustable in its diametrical size. 
With known arrangements it is impossible to keep the 

thickness or width of a ring down to a minimum, as can 
be done with this invention, because the parts of the catch 
mechanism of known arrangements are located side by 
side and so occupy much more space. 

I claim: 
1. An adjustable finger ring comprising in combination 

an arcuate intermediate section, a first tubular arcuate 
side Section pivoted to one end of the intermediate sec 
tion, a second tubular arcuate side section pivoted to the 
other end of the intermediate section, a catch member 
in each of the said tubular side sections, a tunnel radially 
inwardly of each of said catch members, an arcuate bridg 
ing member concentric with the center of the ring and 
having its ends extending into both the tubular side sec 
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A. 
tions and slidable through the tunnels in the catch mem 
ber, projection means on the ends of said bridging mem 
ber which abut said catch members when the first and 
Second side Sections are opened apart to prevent separation 
of the bridging member from said sections and to limit 
the amount of opening of the sections, an arcuate resilient 
latch bar fixedly connected centrally of its length to said 
bridging member and provided at its ends with radially in 
Wardly projecting locking nose means adapted respec 
tively to yieldingly engage one of said catch members in 
one of said sections and to releasably retain the free ends 
of the side Sections abutted together to maintain the ring 
closed. 

2. An adjustable finger ring comprising in combination 
an arcuate intermediate section, a first tubular arcuate side 
Section, pivoted to one end of the intermediate section, a 
Second tubular arcuate side section pivoted to the other 
end of the intermediate section, an arcuate bridging mem 
ber concentric with the center of the ring and having a 
portion thereof anchored inside the first tubular side sec 
tion, a rigid transverse catch member at the free end of 
the Second tubular arcuate side section dividing the in 
ternal croSS Section surface area of the tube into two 
unequal parts and into the greater of which parts the 
remaining portion of the bridging member is slidable, a 
projection means on the portion of the bridging member 
slidable into said Second tubular side section which coacts 
With the said catch member and prevents separation of the 
bridging member from said second tubular arcuate side 
Section when said ring is in open position, a curved resil 
ient latch bar means concentric with the center of the 
ring and having a radially inwardly directed curved nose, 
Said latch bar means being fixedly secured to said first 
tubular side Section, said second tubular arcuate side sec 
tion being provided at the outer surface of its free end 
With an oblong slot overlying said transverse catch mem 
ber; said latch bar means penetrating into said slot and 
filling the latter and gripping with its curved nose over and 
behind said catch member when said two arcuate side 
Sections are closed at their junction. 
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