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To aid, Luhon, it notif COF-Cel'7. 
Be it known that I, MARIE JOSEPH NICO 

LAS POUSSOT, of Pierre, near Toul, Meurthe 
et-Moselle, in the Republic of France, have in 
vented a novel Musical Instrument, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a novel musical in 

strument having but a single string, and to 
which I have therefore given the name of the 
* monocord.’ 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure is 

a perspective view of an instrument embody 
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is an elevation, Fig. 
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3 a plan, and Fig. 4 a sectional elevation, 
thereof, Fig. 4 being taken on the line 3 4 of 
Fig. 2. Fig. 5 represents the runner. Fig. 6 
is an elevation, Fig. 7 a plan, and Fig. 8 a. 
side sectional view, of the key-board used with 
this instrument. Fig. 9 is a sectional view 
taken on the line 12, Fig. 2. 
This instrument is made in two styles, one 

without a key-board, as represented in Figs. 
2, 3, and 4, and one with a key-board, such as 
is shown in Fig. 1. 
A single cord. A rests upon a bridge B, which 

communicates the vibration to a Sounding 
box C, set in a frame D of any suitable form 
and resting upon two feet P. The single cord 
is fastened at Ct at one end of the instrument, 
and at the other end is connected through a 
clamping plate or hook b to a brass wire, 
which is coiled around the stem of a Screw V. 
This screw serves to stretch the cord to the de 
sired extent for its suitable vibration. 
The feet P, supporting the instrument, may 

be folded under the frame to facilitate pack 
ing. 

I will first describe the simple form of ap 
paratus without the key-board. This instru 
ment is shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 4. A prismatic 
rule having eight faces, each of which is 
marked with graduations corresponding to 
one of the keys of the scale, is placed along 
side the cord. This rule is supported by and 
is free to rotate in two brackets did", which 
are secured to the frame D. By rotating the 
rule the player can bring the graduated face 
having the divisions of the key in which he 
wishes to play directly under his eyes. The 
player holds in the left hand a small rider or 
runner c, Fig. 5, which he moves over and 

presses upon the string at different points, 
according to the divisions of the musical key 
indicated by the graduations on the face of 
the rule turned toward him. In the right 
hand he holds the bow, which he uses in the 
ordinary manner to cause the single cord of 
the monocord to vibrate or Sound. Accord 
ing to the position of the runner or rider dif 
ferent sounds or notes will be produced. 
With this instrument vocal tones can be 

produced with the greatest facility and skill, 
and by a trembling movement of the wrist a 
Very expressive tremolo may be produced. 
This is the “monocord,” properly so called, 

of which I make a complete family of instru 
ments. There is the “study-monocord,' (the 
smallest of all,) the “fife-monocord, the “so 
prano - monocord,’ the “alto-monocord,’ the 
“baritone-monocord,’ the “bass-monocord,' 
and the “double-bass monocord.’ A are 
made and played in the same manner. 

In the monocord constructed with a key 
board the instrument proper remains the same, 
except that the rule E is dispensed with and 
replaced by a key-board T, fixed on the frame 
by suitable brackets. The keys of this board, 
Figs. 6, 7, and 8, are flat, and their width is in 
proportion to the sharp or flat notes to be pro 
duced. They are engaged or pivoted in the 
longitudinal groove of a piece of wood and 
are retained by a screw C., while a spring 
coiled on the stem of this screw maintains 
them raised in ordinary conditions. The cord 
Serving to give the sound passes between the 
keys T and a Wooden bar e, which receives it 
When a key is pressed, so that it is seized or 
nipped, as by the jaw of a vise, and the cord thus 
nipped gives when the bow is drawn across 
it the note corresponding to the key which is 
lowered. The bare extends throughout the 
whole length of the key-board under the keys, 
below which passes the cord. The under side 
of each key is cut to an angle like the separate 
runner. All these keys are inclosed in the 
bOX. Alid may be employed to cover the en 
tire system of the key-board. 
A desk or rack F for music is fixed at the 

back of the key-board behind the lid. 
The keys T, according to the mechanism 

fitted to the key-board, may be unequal or 
equal, as in a piano. 
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Two and even a greater number of mono 
cord instruments may be united under the 
same String and on the same frame. 
The frame is made so as to contain two or 

more Sounding - boxes, the same string 
stretched by a single screw passing over the 
two boxes. There is a bridge to each box, 
which upholds the string, as in a separate 
monocord, and communicates the vibration 
each to its sounding-box. There is a key 
board for each sounding-box, which gives on 
the same frame and under the same string 
two or several monocords for two or more per 
Sons playing, each having a bow. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A musical instrument provided with a 

single string and means for nipping the said 
string at different places to give the required 
tone when sounded. 
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2. A musical instrument provided with one 
string and a runner adapted to be applied to 
the string at different points to produce dif 
ferent sounds by means of a bow, Substan 
tially as set forth. 

3. A musical instrument provided with one 
string, a runner adapted to be applied to the 
string, and a graduated rule alongside the 
string to determine the positions of the run 
ner for the production of different sounds by 
means of a bow, all substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

MARIE JOSEPI NICOLAS POUSSOT, 
Witnesses: 

CLAUDE SIERNÉ, 
CHARLES SHIBAUY. 
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