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Thls invention relates to a reversible book,
and is particularly applicable to picture books
and story books for very small children. The
principal feature of my book and its greatest nov-
elty lie in the fact that it contains two stories,
one of which begins at the cover on one side of
the book, the other story beginning at the cover
on the other side of the book, and one of the
stories is printed cn one side of the leaves com-
prising the book while the other story is printed
on the reverse side of said leaves, and by manip-
ulating a sliding member on the outside of the
bock either of the stories is made avallable for
reading on consecutive pages.’

Another advantage of my book is that the
leaves, when being read from either side of the
book, have folded longitudinal edges instead of
the cut edges of the ordmary book, which makes
the book very stirdy and greatly reduces the
likelihood of the leaves beihg torn through rough
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handling by small children. A still further ad-

vantage -of my book is that all of the leaves are
formed from a single strip of material, thus elim-
inating the necessity of stitching or gluing to
nold them together, and the construction of the
book is such that the leaves and the covers also
are held together without the stitching or gluing
of ordinary binding, thus permitting a saving in
the cost of time, material, and labor in produc-
ing the book.

In the drawings—

Pig. 1 is a perspective view of my book in partly
open position preparatory to reading one of its
stories.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the book in part-
1y open position preparatory to reading the other
of its stories.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view tak-
en on the line 3—3, Fig. 1, showing the binding
strip in position to permit readmg of one of the
stories.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view tak-
en on the line 4—4&, Fig. 2, showing the binding
strip in position tc permit reading of the other
of the stories.

In the drawings I have shown the book as hav-
ing two covers and but two leaves therebetween
but it is to be understood that there may be as
many leaves as desired without departing from
the spirit of the invention.

The invention comprises two book covers ¢ and
2, respectively, which do not at any point con-
tact each other, nor is there any connection be-
tween them, such as the connecting member on
the ordinary book on which the title and author’s
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name are usually shown. Near its lefthand side
the cover | has a shallow cut 3 extending from
its inner face a slight distance into the cover,
and from top to bottom thereof. Near its right-
hand side the cover 2 has a similar shallow cut &
extending from its inner face a slight distance
into said cover and from top to bottom thereof.
The cuts 8 and 4 permit the covers to he folded
back on lines 3’ and &', respectively, to open the
book from either side. ‘

A continuous strip of material, usually either
heavy paper or cloth if the book is intended for
very small children, is folded upon itself at reg-
ular, predetermined intervals in zig-zag fashion,
that is to say, in such a manner that the two sur-
faces of the material do not contact each other
at any point, to form leaves 5 for the book, and
each léaf will be of a double thickness of the ma-
terial, as will he more clearly seen later in this
description.

When the continuous strip of material has
been folded thus to form pages of a size which is
suitable to the size of the covers | and 2, all of
the leaves 5 are placed between the covers and
the entire assembly is held in engagement by a
narrow, slidable, binding member 8§ which lon-
gitudinally surrounds the covers (Figs. 1 and 2).
The cover | has at each of its four corners an
offset 7 extending respectively above and bhelow
said cover, and the cover 2 has at each of its four
corners a similar offset 8, and these eight offsets
act as stop members to prevent the binding mem-
ber § from sliding completely off the book covers,
thus preventing disengagement of the covers |
and 2 and the leaves 5 therebetween. One free
end 9 of the strip of material forming the leaves
is turned back upon itself and securely fastened,
preferably by pasting, to the inside surface of
the book cover I, and the opposite free end of
this strip of material is turned hack upon itself
and similarly fastened to the inside surface of
the book cover 2, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

The book has now been assembled and is ready
for use, and the procedure is as follows:

Suppose the book containg two stories, and the
first of these, beginning at the book cover i, is
to be read. The slidable binding member & is
moved to the lefthand side of the bock, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 3, and the book cover | opens on
the line 8’ as permitted by the cut §, while the
offsets T and 8 on the lefthand side of the book
prevent the binding member § from sliding off.
Ag the book is opened, the leaves § have folded,
longitudinal, free edges I at the righthand side
of the hook, and folded, longitudinal edges 2
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at the lefthand side thereof where they are held
securely together between the covers by the
binding member 6, and the surface 13 of the strip
of material forming the leaves, on which surface
the first story has been printed, is available for
reading, all as shown clearly in Figs. 1 and 3.

Now suppose that the second of the two stories
is to be read. The binding member 6 is slid to
the righthand side of the book, where it ig pre-
vented from-sliding off by the ofisets 7 and 8 on
that side of the book. The second of the stories
begins at the book cover 2, and this cover now
opens on the line 4’ as permitted by the cut 4. As
the book opens, the leaves 5 now havé their
folded, longitudinal edges 12 free at the left-
hand side of the book, while their folded, longi-
tudinal edges 1 at the righthand side are held
securely together hetween the covers by the bind-
ing member 6, and the surface (4 of the material
forming the leaves, on which surface the second
story has been printed, is available for reading,
all as shown clearly in Figs, 2 and 4.

From the above description it will be under-
stood that the book is readable from eithéf side,
depending upon the position to which the slid-
able binding member 6 has been moved. While I
have described the book as containing but two
stories, there may, of course, be several stories
printed consecutively from either side of the
book, and also there may be a plurality of the
double leaves without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

I claim: »

1. A reversible book comprising a pair of un-
connected covers and leaves therebetween, said
leaves being formed of a continuous strip of ma-
terial so folded that each longitudinal edge of
each leaf comprises a fold of said material, the
free ends of said strip of material being respec-
tively secured to one of said covers at opposite
sides of said book and said leaves béing so
formed that the two surfaces of said material do
not contact each other at any point in said book,
a slidable binding member longitudinally sui-
rounding said covers, said binding member being
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unanchored and transversely slidable to eithér
side of said book to permit said book to be opened
from the opposite side, stop members on said
covers to prevent disengagement of said covers,
leaves, and binding member, and means on the
inner surfaces of said covers to facilitate open-
ing of said covers.

2. A reversible book comprising a pair of un-
connected covers and leaves therebetween, said
leaves being formed of a continuous strip of ma-
terial so folded that each longitudinal edge of
each leaf comprises a fold of said material, the
free ends of said strip of material being respec-
tively secured to one of said covers at opposite
sides of said book and said leaves being so formed
that the two surfaces of said material do not
contact each other at any point in said book, a
slidable binding member longitudinally surround-
ing said covers, said binding member being un-
anchored and transversely slidable to either side
of said book to permit said book to be opened from
the opposite side, and stop members on said
covers to prevent disengagement of said covers,
leaves, and binding member, each of said covers
being provided on its inner surface with a cut to
facilitate opening of said book and said cuts being
positioned respectively at opposite sides of said
book.
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