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factors of a prediction target relating to products and production processes.
This prediction device derives, for each of multiple elements that may be a
variation factor of the prediction target, a factor etfect value which indicates
the S/N ratio of the prediction target to the data including the data of said ele-
ment relative to the S/N ratio of the prediction target to the data excluding the
data of said element, calculates for each number of elements the strength of the
S/N ratio of a combined estimate to the data of the selected multiple elements
in order from that having the greatest derived factor effect value, determines a
number of elements on the basis of the S/N ratios of the combined estimate
value for each calculated number of elements, selects the determined number
elements in order from that having the largest derived factor effect value, and
outputs the selected elements as the prediction result of the variable factors.
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