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This invention relates to an improved cap and 
supporting frame therefor. - 
An object of the present invention is the pro 

vision of a frame for caps or hats formed of rela 
tively soft material. 
Another object is the provision of a supporting 

frame adapted to be removably mounted in soft, 
Washable caps or hats. 
Another object is the provision of a supporting 

frame for caps which may be adjusted properly 
to fit into a cap of any reasonable size. 
A further object is the provision of a supporting 

frame adapted to be fitted to caps without inter 
fering with the normal size thereof. 
A still further object is the provision of a sup 

porting frame for relatively soft caps which is ex 
tremely simple in construction and which may 
be easily removed from or inserted into the cap. 
Yet another object is the provision of a wash 

able cap having an adjustable supporting frame 
removably mounted therein. 
This invention relates particularly to caps made 

of relatively soft washable material, such as the 
type generally worn by railroad engineers, but it 
will be understood that it may be applied to any 
type of Soft cap or hat. A frame is provided for 
the crown of the hat having a rim conforming in 
shape to the top of said crown and a plurality of 
Supports for the rim carried by the cap adjacent 
the band thereof for retaining said rim above the 
latter. These supports may be carried by the 
cap in any suitable manner but the cap is prefer 
ably formed with pockets located outside the 
band, which communicate with the interior of the 
cap. Furthermore, it is preferable that either or 
both the rim and the supports be adjustable, that 
is, the rim may be adjusted to regulate the size 
of the area bounded thereby and the supports 
may be adjusted in length to regulate the position 
of the rim above the cap band. 
This invention is more fully described in the 

following specification and illustrated in the ac 
Companying drawing in which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a cap partly in sec 
tion, embodying the invention, 
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45 Figure 2 is a perspective view of the cap frame, and 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the cap illus 

trated in Figure 1, with a part thereof folded 
downwardly to show the construction therebe neath. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, O 
is a cap having a soft crown , a relatively soft 
band 2 and a peak 3. The crown. may be 
any desired shape, the one illustrated having sub 
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stantially vertical sides 4 and a comparatively 
flat top 5 which is somewhat circular or ellipti 
cal in shape. This cap is provided with a plu 
rality of pockets 6 preferably outside the band 
2. Each of these pockets is formed by a piece 

of material secured to the cap outside the band 
2 and the pockets communicate with the interior 

of the cap by means of slits 8 formed in the 
Crown for band 2 beneath the material f. 
A frame 20 is removably mounted in the cap 
0 and has a rim 2 along with a plurality of 

Supports 22 for said rim carried by the hat ad 
jacent the band 2 for retaining the rim above 

The rim, 2, preferably formed of re 
silient material, conforms in shape to the top of 
the crown so that in this case it is substan 
tially circular or elliptical. This rim is formed 
in a plurality of sections 23 with the ends of a 
section overlapping the ends of each adjacent sec 
tion. The overlapped ends of these sections slid 
ably or adjustably fit through sleeves 24 which 
are sufficiently tight to retain the overlapped ends 
in any desired position although they will permit 
said ends to be moved therein to regulate the 
size of the area bounded by the rim. While two 
sections 23 have been illustrated, more may be 
employed if desired, in which case more than two 
sleeves 24 would be necessary. The sleeves 24 
may be independent or they may be formed on 
the upper ends of the Supports 22, as shown. 
Each support 22 consists of two or more sections 

25 with the adjacent ends of these sections over 
lapping. Each pair of the overlapped ends of 
the sections 25 is adjustably retained in position 
in any suitable manner, such as by a wire loop 
26 through which the overlapped ends extend 
and a cam 27 piovtally mounted on the outer side 
of the loop which may be moved into or out of 
engagement with the outermost section by a lever 
28 which lies substantially at right angles to the 
can. The Cam 27 is of such length that when 
the lever 28 is moved into a position about paral 
lel with the sections 25, said campresses the sec 
tions together and against the opposite side of 
the loop 26 to prevent said sections from moving 
in relation to each other and when the lever, is 
pried Outwardly from the sections, the cam is 
moved away therefrom to permit them freedom 
of movement. 
When the frame 20 is placed in the cap 0, the 

Supports 22 retain it in a substantially horizontal 
plane and extend downwardly from the rim 2 
through the slits 8 into the pockets 6, there 
being a pocket provided for each support. The 
length of each Support may be adjusted by means 



2 
of its can 27 to regulate the position of the rim 
2 and, consequently, the top 5 of the crown in 
relation to the band 2. At the same time, the 
rim may be adjusted so that it fits snugly in the . 
Crown beneath the top thereof. 
The frame 20 may be adjusted to fit a cap or 

hat of any reasonable size and it may easily be 
removed therefrom when it is desired to Wash said 
cap or hat. When used, the frame retains the 
cap in its proper shape and it provides an air or 
ventilation space between the wearer's head and 
the top of the cap to increase the comfort of 
the wearer. Furthermore, by placing the pockets 
f6 outside the band 2, the supports 22 do not in 
terfere with nor alter the size of the cap and 
they do not cause the wearer any discomfort. 

Warious modifications may be made in this in 
vention without departing from the spirit thereof 
or the scope of the claims and, therefore, the ex 
act forms shown are to be taken as illustrative 
only and not in a limiting sense, and it is desired 
that only such limitations shall be placed there 
on as are disclosed in the prior art or are set forth 
in the accompanying claims. 
What I claim as my invention is: 1. The combination comprising a washable cap 

having a band, a soft Crown on said band, a 
plurality of pockets formed on the cap outside 
the band, said pockets communicating with the 
interior of the cap, and a frame removably 
mounted in the cap, said frame having a rim con 
forming in shape to the top of the crown and 
a plurality of supports for said rim adapted to 
extend downwardly therefrom into the pockets. 

2. The combination comprising a washable cap 
having a band, a soft crown on said band, a 
plurality of pockets formed on the cap outside the 
band, said pockets communicating with the in 
terior of the cap, and a frame removably mount 
ed in the cap, said frame having a rim conform 
ing in shape to the top of the crown, means for 
adjusting the rim to regulate the size of the 
area bounded thereby, and a plurality of supports 
for said rim adapted to extend downwardly there 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

2,307,713 
from into the pockets, said supports retaining the 
rim in a substantially horizontal plane. 

3. The combination comprising a washable cap 
having a band, a soft crown on said band, a 
plurality of pockets formed on the cap outside 
the band, the pockets communicating with the 
interior of the cap, and a frame removably 
mounted in the cap, said frame having a rim 
conforming in shape to the top of the crown, a 
plurality of Supports for said rim adapted to ex 
tend downwardly therefrom into the pockets, and 
means for adjusting the length of the supports 
to regulate the position of the rim above the cap 
band, said supports retaining the rim in a sub 
stantially horizontal plane. 

4. The combination comprising a washable cap 
having a band, a soft crown on said band, a 
plurality of pockets formed on the cap outside the 
band, said pockets communicating with the in 
terior of the cap, and a frame removably mount 
ed in the cap, said frame having a rim conform 
ing in shape to the top of the crown, means for 
adjusting the rim to regulate the size of the area 
bounded thereby, a plurality of supports for said 
rim adapted to extend downwardly therefrom 
into the pockets, and means for adjusting the 
length of the supports to regulate the position 
of the rim above the cap band, said Supports re 
taining the rim in a substantially horizontal 
plane. 

5. A cap having a band, a Soft crown on said 
band, and a plurality of pockets formed on the 
cap outside the band, said pockets communicat 
ing with the interior Of the cap and being adapt 
ed to receive the supports of a frame for retain 
ing the crown in shape. 

6. A washable cap having a band, a soft crown 
on said band, and a plurality of pockets formed 
on the cap outside the band, said pockets com 
municating with the interior of the cap above the 
band and being adapted to receive the supports 
of a frame for retaining the crown in shape. 

JOHN SUWAN. 


