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3 Claims. 

This invention relates to cases or containers 
for keys and an object of the invention is to 
provide a case or container of this character 
which will have many advantages over the types 
of key cases or containers now generally known 
and used, and among which advantages may be 
noted the simplicity of construction, the ease 
with which the case may be manipulated for ef 
fecting removal of a key therefrom and the re 
turn of the key to its position in the case, its 
neatness and compactness. 
The invention together with its objects and 

advantages will be best understood from a study 
of the following description, taken in connection 
With the accompanying drawing wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a key case 
embodying the features of the present invention 
With the case in fully closed condition. 

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 but with 
the case in an open position. 

Figure 3 is an edge elevational view of the case. 
Figure 4 is a longitudinal Sectional view 

through the case. Figure 5 is a perspective view of an ejector 
member forming part of the invention. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a spring form 
ing part of the invention. Figure 7 is a perspective view of a name-plate 
forming part of the invention. 

Figure 8 is a side view in elevation of the screw 
bolt; and Figure 9 is a side view in elevation of the 
Spacer Sleeve. 

Referring more in detail to the drawing it will 
be seen that the case indicated generally by the 
reference numeral 5 is preferably tapered slightly 
from one end to the other thereof and embodies 
a pair of side members or walls 6-6 formed of 
any suitable material and connected together at 
the larger ends thereof through the medium of 
a two-part screw bolt or rivet 7. 
The screw-bolt or rivet provides a pivot for 

the keys 8. The size of the case may be such as 
to accommodate four keys, or any desired num 
ber of keys. 
Between the sides 6 of the case at the end 

thereof remote from the screw-bolt or rivet 1, 
there is provided an ejector 9. 
The ejector 9 may be made from any suitable 

material and comprises a tapered body 0 that 
intermediate its ends is provided with an elon 
gated slot if to accommodate a two-part screw 
bolt or rivet 2 that serves to connect the minor 
ends of the sides 6 of the case and also to pro 
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vide an adjustable connection between the Walls 
6 of the case and the ejector 9. 
At the major end thereof the body O of the 

ejector 9 is provided with a notch f3 that tapers 
gradually inwardly from the extreme end of the 
body to as shown and the notch 3 accommo 
dates, normally, therein the free ends of the 
keys 8 as clearly suggested in Figures 2 and 4. 
At the minor end thereof the body 0 of the 

ejector 9 is provided with a laterally enlarged 
head 4 that has a roughened surface 5 to facili 
tate finger manipulation of the ejector. 
Also at opposite sides thereof the body O at 

the head end 5 is equipped with integral lugs 
6 that engage in notches provided therefor 

in the minor extremities of the walls 6 of the case 
for normally holding the ejector 9 in the position 
shown in Figure 1. The ejector 9 is normally urged to the posi 
tion mentioned, and as shown in Figure 1, 
through the medium of a spring 8. 
The Spring 8, as shown in Figure 6, is formed 

with an integral eye 9 that is clamped between 
one end of one of the parts of the screw-bolt or 
rivet f2 and an adjacent wall 6 of the case 5 as 
shown in Figure 4, and has a curved end 20 ac 
commodated within the slot and bearing 
against an end of the slot for normally urging 
the ejector 9 longitudinally and inwardly of the 
casing 5, thereby serving to yieldably retain the 3 
ejector 9 in the normal or retracted position 
shown in Figure 1. Also in accordance with the present invention 
there is provided a name-plate 2 in the form of 
an elongated strip of metal or other suitable ma 
terial, and the plate 2 is provided at the re 
spective opposite ends thereof with apertures 22, 
one of which may be used to accommodate the 
rivet whereby the name-plate is pivoted at said 
one end within the case 5, and the other aper 
ture 22 may be used to accommodate a key ring 
for attaching the case to such a ring. 

It will also be apparent that in actual prac 
tice the walls 6-6 may be of transparent mate 
rial so that the indicia on the plate 2 may be 
readily viewed without withdrawing the plate 
from the case 5. 
When it is desired to make use of a key within 

the case 5 the operator, grasping the head 5 of 
the ejector 9, pulls outwardly on said ejector so 
that the lugs 6 clear the notches T. When this 
has been accomplished the ejector 9 is rotated on 
the pivot 2 and by reason of the free ends of the 
keys engaging in the notch 3 said ends of the 
keys will be swung to the dotted line position 
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shown in Figure 2, in which position a selected 
key may be readily separated from the other 
keys for use. When the key selection has been 
made the operator then Swings the ejector 9 in 
a reverse direction into a position between the 
walls or sides 6 of the case and the Spring 8 
will act to cause the ejector 9 to move inwardly 
of the case for engaging the lugs 6 in the 
notches 7. 
Each of the screw-bolts or rivets , 2 has 

thereon a spacer sleeve a for coaction with the 
respective screw-bolts or rivets to hold the side 
Walls 6-6 in proper spaced relation and in a 
Snug and firm position. 

It is thought that the simplicity of construction 
and the many advantages of a key case embody 
ing the features of the present invention Will be 
apparent without a more detailed description 
thereof. 

It is also to be understood that while I have 
herein shown and described a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, it is in no wise intended 
to limit the invention to the precise details of 
construction, materials, combination and ar 
rangement of elements herein illustrated and de 
scribed, other than as may be required by the 
prior art and scope of the claims hereunto ap pended. 
Having thus described the invention what is 

claimed as new is: 
1. In a key case of the character described, a 

pair of wall members, means connecting said 
wall members together in Spaced relation at One 
end of the case and providing a pivot for keys 
accommodated in the case, rivet means connect 
ing said wall members together in Spaced real 
tion at a relatively opposite end of the case, and 
an ejector embodying a body pivotally and Slid 
ably accommodated between the last-named ends 
of said walls, said body having its inner end 
forked to provide a notch for accommodating the 
free ends of the keys within the case, and said 
body being also provided With a slot accommo 
dating the rivet connecting the walls at the last 
named end of the case, detent means for normally 
hoiding the ejector body between the wall form 
ing members and Spring means for normally 
holding the ejector body with the rivet in the 
outer end of the slot and the detent neaS in engagement. 

2. In a key case of the character described, a 
pair of wall members, means connecting said 
Wall members together in spaced relation at One 
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end of the case and providing a pivot for keys 
accommodated in the case, rivet means connect 
ing said wall members together in spaced rela 
tion at a relatively opposite end of the case, and 
an ejector embodying a body pivotally and slid 
ably accommodated between the last-named ends 
of said walls, said body being provided at the 
inner end thereof with a notch accommodating 
the free ends of the keys within the case, and 
said body being also provided with a slot accom 
modating the rivet connecting the walls at the 
last-named end of the case, and means normally 
acting on said ejector yieldably retaining the 
same in a fixed position relative to the Walls of 
the case, said means including a spring anchored 
at one end thereof to the last-named rivet and 
having a free end bearing against a wall of the 
slot in said ejector body and normally urging 
Said body in Wardly with respect to the case. 

3. In a key case of the character described, a 
pair of wall members, means connecting said 
Wall members together in spaced relation at one 
end of the case and providing a pivot for keys 
accommodated in the case, rivet means connect 
ing said Wall members together in spaced rela 
tion at a relatively opposite end of the case, 
and an ejector embodying a body pivotally and 
slidably accommodated between the last-named 
ends of said walls, said body being provided at 
the inner end thereof With a notch accommodat 
ing the free ends of the keys within the case, 
and said body being also provided with a slot ac 
commodating the rivet connecting the walls at 
the last-named end of the case, and means nor 
mally acting on said ejector yieldably retaining 
the same in a fixed position relative to the walls 
of the case, said means including a spring an 
chored at One end thereof to the last-named rivet 
and having a free end bearing against a wall of 
the slot in said ejector body and normally urging 
said body inwardly with respect to the case; and 
said ejector body having a head-equipped end 
projecting outwardly of said case and provided 
On opposite sides thereof with lugs engaging in 
notches provided therefor in the walls of said 
case; said ejector adapted to be moved longi 
tudinally of the case in opposition to said spring 
for moving the lugs out of engagement with said 
notches to permit swinging movement of the 
ejector into and Out of laterally projected posi 
tion relative to said case. 
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