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(57) Abstract: A polarization compensation optical system includes a polarization
compensation optical element capable of accurately compensating a rotation and
phase difference of the polarization direction of the polarization optical system
even when an Objective lens is exchanged. The polarization compensation optical
system includes: an illumination optical system having a polarizer (P) and applying
an illumination light to an object via the polarizer; and an image formation optical
system for forming an image by converging light from the object and passing it
through an analyzer (A). Polarization compensation optical elements (C1, C2) for
compensating the ration and phase difference of the polarization direction caused
by the optical element arranged between the polarizer (P) and the analyzer (A) are
arranged between the polarizer (P) and the object (4) or between the object (4) and
the analyzer (A).
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