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(57) Abstract: This optical system com-
prises, in order from the object side along
the optical axis, a first lens group having a
positive refractive power, a second lens
group having a negative refractive power,
and a third lens group having a negative re-
fractive power. When focusing from an ob-
ject at infinity to a nearby object, the second
lens group moves along the optical axis and
the following conditional expression is satis-
fied: 1.00 < f/(-f2)< 2.40, wherein f is the
focal length of the optical system during in-
finity focus and 12 is the focal length of the
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Concerning the lens configuration of an optical system, specified
inclaims 1 and 3 is an optical system “having..., and a third lens group,”
and concerning the lens configuration of an optical system, specified
in claims 22 and 24 is a method for manufacturing an optical system
“having..., and a third lens group.” The inventions according to claims
1 and 3, and 22 and 24 are understood to include an optical system with
another lens group further added to an optical system of a three-group
configuration; however, described in the specification as a specific
example of an optical system is only an optical system which comprises
a first lens group having positive refractive power, a second lens group
having negative refractive power, and a third lens group having positive
refractive power, sequentially in that order from an object side.

Furthermore, in the technical field of optics, it is a common general
knowledge that a different configuration of lenses that constitute an
optical system may typically lead to a different optical performance
such as aberration, and no evidence can be found to extend or generalize
the contentsdisclosed inthe specificationtotheextent of the inventions
according to claims 1 and 3, and 22 and 24.

Further, the above-saidopinionmaybe alsoappliedtoclaims dependent
on any one of claims 1, 3 and 22.

Consequently, the inventions of claims 1-24 exceed the range set forth
in the description, and therefore do not comply with the requirement
of the support prescribed under PCT Article 6.

Therefore, no meaningful search could be carried out on and thus no
search was conducted on optical systems other than those optical systems
that are constituted by a first lens group having positive refractive
power, a second lens group having negative refractive power, and a third
lens group having positive refractive power, sequentially in that order
from an object side.
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