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This invention is directed to chair or slip covers 
and pertains more particularly to improvements 
in Such covers which afford adaptability thereof 
to chairs of many different sizes and shapes. 
In the past, various expedients and adjustable 

Constructions have been adopted to the end that 
a slip Cover of universal character may be applied 
to articles of furniture of varying design and size 
With an equally beautifying effect. However, 
these prior covers have not afforded a dust-proof 
construction, they have not been well adapted to 
Conform to the corners or to the general con 
figuration of the article of furniture, and, fur 
thermore, the corners thereof have had no ad 
justing Or conforming effect upon the intermedi 
ate Sections of the slip cover. 
To the end that the entire body of the slip cover 

Inay be neatly conformed to the configuration 
of a Wide variety of articles of furniture of vary 
ing sizes and designs and as an important object 
of this invention, there is provided herein an 
improved universal slip cover construction hav. 
ing corners constructed and arranged to conform 
the Slip cover to the configuration of an article 
of furniture upon which it is placed independently 
of the general configuration of the slip cover 
thereto. r 

More particularly, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide a universal sip cover or a 
liniversal cushion cover with take-up portions at 
the shoulders of the back, corners of the arms, 
and Corners of the cushion, these portions accorn 
modating the corners or shoulders of the respec 
tive articles upon which the cover embodying the 
Sarne is placed and, additionally, effecting a posi 
tive tensioning or drawing action upon the mate 
rial of the cover intermediate the corners or 
ShCulders, thereby to draw the cover over the 
entire surface of the article to simulate a custom 
made cover or the upholstery of the chair or 
CULShion, 

Still another object of the invention is to p'o- 
Vide a universal slip cover which will fit both 
OverStuffed furniture and wood-trimmed furni 
ture, Such as finger arm chairs and the like, neatly 
in the manner above set forth. 
In the past, it has been found that the fitting 

of a universal slip cover to the arms of chairs 
having varying sizes and designs is one of the 
host difficult problems encountered, and, accord 
ingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a universal slip cover in which the arms 
may be adjusted through a wide range of sizes 
and shapes to obtain a fit which simulates a. 
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155-182) 
custom-built slip cover or the upholstery upon 
the chair. 

Still another object of this invention is to pro 
Wide a universal slip cover . With a back Section 
having take-up portions so constructed and ar 
ranged that the wide variety of chair backs, rep 
resented generally by Square back, club back, and 
wood ornamented back, may be accommodated 
With a neat and sightly fit, the fit being provided 
by the take-up of the material over the back of 
the chair toward the shoulder portions thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a slip cover of the above character which is so 
Constructed and arranged that the assembly 
thereof with the article upon which it is placed 
is greatly facilitated and results in a neat and 
dust-proof fit which is Securely maintained. 
In accordance with the general features of the 

invention, there is provided herein a universal, 
ready-made slip cover having dust-proof take-up 
portions arranged at the corners thereof, such as 
at the forward ends of the arms and the shoul-, 
ders of the back and at the corners of the cushion, 
and which has flap members at the rear ends of 
the arm portions, so constructed and arranged 
that the housewife, by arranging these rear por 
tions neatly in the junction of the upholstery 
between the back and the respective arm, may 
accommodate the arm of the slip cover to the 
length of the arm of the chair. 
Other objects of the invention will become ap. 

parent from the following description and accom 
panying drawings in Which: 

Figure 1 is a front, perspective view of a chair 
having a slip cover-embodying the features of the 
invention incorporated therein; . . . 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary view similar to Fig 
ure 1 of the forward end of one of the arms of 
the chair and the forward end of one corner of 
the cushion; . . . . . 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on the 
line III-III of Figure 2. m 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary rear elevation of the 
chair having a slip cover made in accordance 
with the features of my invention thereon; 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 2 of a chair 
having a modified form of the slip cover thereon; 
Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view taken on a 

central line running from front to back of a 
cushion having the slip cover constructed in ac 
cordance with my invention thereon; 

Figure 7 is a view of the assembled or completed 
slip cover of this invention as it Would appear 
when laid out on a flat surface. 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary view similar to Figure 



2 
7 of the slip cover modified to be adapted to a 
T-shaped chair; and 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary, broken, front per 
spective view of a T-shaped chair showing the 
adaptation of a slip cover construction thereto in 
accordance with my invention. 

It is to be understood that the embodiments as 
shown herein are for illustrative purposes and 
may be changed or modified without departing 
from the sphere and scope of the invention as set 
forth in the appended claims. 
As will be apparent from the description here 

in after, the instant invention may be economi 
cally made of cretonne or other suitable fabric, 
but a stretchable fabric Such as jersey or othel 
knit material may also be used. 
As shown in Figure 7, a universal slip cover 

embodying the present invention may include a 
back portion comprising a rear panel 0 and a 
front panel joined at their respective upper 
ends as by a seam 2. A degree of fullness illus 
trated at 3 is shown near the junction of the 
panels 0 and f caused by flat wing-like men 
bers f 4 which are Secured by Seams S to the 
lateral edges of the back and front panels. This 
fullness 3 illustrates the summit or back top 
covering portion of the back and disappears when 
the slip cover is in use On a chair or the like as 
illustrated by the snug fit in Figure 4. The inner 
or top edges of the wing portions 4 and the ad 
jacent portions of the lateral edges of the back 
portion are cut away arcuately to define apertures 
for purposes to be presently described. 
Referring specifically to Figure 3 which repre 

Sents a cross-section taken as indicated in Fig 
ure 1, a preferable construction for completing 
the above mentioned apertures in accordance 
With the invention is shown. As will be seen 
from Figure 3, the material of the panel if is 
turned back beneath the panel as at 6. The 
aperture formed as above described is filled in 
with a substantially circular piece or patch of 
cover material 7 which is turned back upon it 
self around its edge as at 8 and then again 
folded in a reverse direction to terminate in an 
anchoring margin 9. The folded back edges of 
the panel material and the circular pieces 7 are 
to be subsequently, permanently stitched as 
shown at 20. However, before this is done, a 
circular strip of the cover material is folded back 
upon itself and the free ends thereof are inserted 
between the edge of the panel and the edge of the 
respective circular piece T as shown at 2 in 
Figure 3 with the result that a substantially 
circular envelope 22 is formed to overlie the 
respective piece of material fl while the free 
ends thereof are permanently secured with the 
border of the respective piece T, the respective 
lateral edges of the wing members 4 and the 
panel material. 

If desired, the envelope 22 may have a piece 
of elastic draw string 23 placed therein prior to 
the stitching operation, or it maybe split as shown 
in Figure 2 and a non-elastic draw-string 24 
may be placed therein. 

Referring again to Figure 7, a seat portion 25 
is joined along its rear edge to the bottom edge 
of the front panel as by seam 25a, and the arm 
covering portions 26 and lower rear covering por 
tions 27, the respective portions 26 and 27 being 
integral with one another, are secured to the 
lateral edges of this seat portion as by seams 23b. 
The entire lower edge of the cover is bordered 
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2,367,450 
by a decorative member such as the pleated skirt 
shown at 28. 

Referring again to Figure 7 and particularly 
to the arm covering portions 26 thereof, it will 
be seen that these portions 26 are provided with 
considerable fullness as indicated by the gather 
ings 26a. The arm portions 26 are likewise pro 
Vided With apertures which are disposed to sub 
stantially coincide with the forward end of the 
arm of an article of furniture to Which the cover 
may be adapted. Similarly to the constructions 
described above, the apertures in the arm por 
tions are provided with substantially annular en 
Velopes 29, the latter being provided with either 
elastic as described above, or draw-strings as 
shown at 29a. Similarly, the apertures are cov 
ered by Substantially circular pieces of the cover 
material 30. 
As also shown in Figure 7, the arm covering 

portions 26 are further provided with rearwardly 
extending flaps 3 which, as will be described 
presently, may be tucked in the chair at the 
junction between the rear of the arm and the 
back in greater or less amount determined by 
the actual length of the arm to be covered. These 
flaps 3 are further provided at their upper ends 
with extensions 3 a which aid in securing the 
COver to a chair in a manner to be described 
presently. 

Referring now to Figures 1, 4, and 7, the slip 
cover above described is applied to a chair, such 
as that Shown in Figure 1, by first draping the 
rear panel 0 over the back of the chair and the 
front panel over the front surface thereof, the 
gathered intermediate section shown in Figure 7 
extending over the top of the back portion of the 
chair and the take-up sections between the junc 
tion of the panels and the wings 4 extending 
over the shoulders of the back. The junctions 
of the seat portion 25 of the cover represented 
by seams 25a and 25b are then smoothed along 
the borders of the Seat portion of the chair, there 
by properly positioning the lower edge of the 
panel i? and the lower inside edges of the arm 
covering portions 26. Thereafter, the arm cover 
ing portions 26 are disposed over the respective 
arm of the chair with the take-up portions there 
of coinciding With the forward ends of the respec 
tive arms and the portions 27 integral therewith 
draped downwardly and rearwardly of the re 
Spective arm panel of the chair. 
At this stage of the assembly of the slip cover 

with the chair, the flaps 3 are positioned in the 
Vicinity of the rear of the chair arm represented 
at 32 in Figure 1. By comparing Figures 1 and 7, 
it will be seen that the portions of the flaps 3 
nearest the panel f f as shown in Figure 7 will 
be disposed rearwardly and toward the bottom of 
the Seat of the chair whereupon those portions 
may be tucked in the junction between the back 
of the chair and the respective arm thereof and 
this tucking may be continued upwardly toward 
the Outer portions of the flaps 3 as shown in 
Figure 7 until the tabs 3 a remain undisposed of. 
These may then be tucked into the junction be 
tween the back of the chair and the respective 
arms at a point rearwardly and outside of the 
Seat portion of the chair as represented at 33 in 
Figure 4. It will be understood that the last pro 
cedure above described represents the disposal of 
what may be termed surplus material and that, 
therefore, Considerable allowance is made for 
Variations in the length of the arm of a chair 
to Which the slip is to be attached. Depending 
upon whether the arm is shorter or longer, more 
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or less of the tab 3 will be tucked in as above 
described. 
After the slip cover has been positioned as above 

described, the surplus material of the circular 
pieces 7 at the shoulders of the back of the chair 
and the pieces 3 at the front end of the arms 
of the chair may be tucked beneath the adja 
cent portions of the slip cover thereby to present 
smoothly covered corners. The nature of the 
tucks which may be taken in the pieces and 
30 is shown clearly in the cross-section of Figure 
3 where the edge of the piece is tucked back 
upon the intern ediate area, thereof as at 3. 
The foregoing procedure having been com 

pleted, the wing portions 4 may be moved down 
wardly over the lateral edge portions of the back 
of the chair as shown in dotted lines in Figure 4, 
the portions 27 which are integral with the airin. 
covering portions 26 may be drawn rearwardly 
and across the back of the chair as shown in 
dotted lines in Figure 4, these latter portions 2 
being joined by pieces of elastic 33 having one 
end fixed to one side of the slip cover and the 
other end thereof being provided with hooks 34 
(Figure 7) for extending across the back of the 
chair and engaging the other of Said portions 2. 

Thereafter, the rear panel 8 may be draped 
Over the entire back of the chair and hooked to 
portions 4 and 2 by hooks a to present an 
attractive appearance. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the slip 

cover has now been disposed. Over the chair with 
the respective parts thereof extending Over the 
respective parts of the chair. The Surplus ma-. 
terial at the corners and that at the rear of each 
arm having been tucked beneath the adjacent slip 
cover material and chair parts So that the cover 
has been generally accommodated to the size of 
the particular chair upon which it has been placed. 
There alre, however, other factors which are 

of primary importance in adapting a slip cover 
to a chair so that a custom-made cover is simu 
lated. These are first, that the cover be also 
accommodated Snoothly to the particular shape 
of the chair and, second that the cover be re 
tained in the desired position of conformity to 
the chair even after it has been sat in and 
thereby, to a degree, deformed from the final 
position of adjustment. 
To the end that the above attributes may be 

accomplished, the envelopes 22 and 29 having 
either elastic cr draw-strings therein are pro 
vided at the shoulders and arm corners, respec tively. 
While either the elastic or draw-string con 

structions may be used entirely throughout the 
various take-up points in a slip cover, it has been 
found that the elastic, when utilized with down 
filled constructions or other soft fillings, causes 
circular indentations in the upholstery with the 
result that a knob effect is chtained, whereas with 
the draw-string construction the degree of ten 
sion at the take-up corner may be predetermined 
to avoid this effect. With either construction, 
however, it will baseen that the take-up, whether 
accomplished yieldably by the elastic or by ma 
nipulating the draw-strings, has a tensioning 
effect upon the adjacent portions of the cover 
With the result that the cover is drawn taut Over 
the chair throughout the various portions thereof 
to obtain an appearance, similar to that obtained 

3. 
As shown in Figure 2, after the slip cover has 

been generally fitted to the chair, the draw-string 
24 may be pulled sufficiently to obtain the tension 
desired, whereupon it may be tied and tucked 
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with a custom-built slip cover which has been 
fitted and patterned after the particular piece 
of furniture. s 

beneath the envelope 29 to the end that the ends 
of the draw-string may be thoroughly concealed. 
To impart dustproofness to the take-up portion 
utilizing draw-strings, the section of material 30 
is provided with a flap 30 a. Which may then be 
tucked beneath the envelope portion 29. AS 
shown in Figure 1, as an example of a preferable 
embodiment of my invention the draw-string 
construction is used at the forward end of the 
arms (see Figure 2) While the elastic construc 
tion is used at the shoulders of the back (see 
Figure 3). As will be readily understood, When 
One is seated in a chair the principal Weight as 
between the arms and the back is against the 
back of the chair, and thus the back receives 
the greatest amount of deflection. In the con 
struction of Figure 1, it will be seen that due to 
the elastic in the envelopes 22 this deflection is 
aliowed for by the yieldability of the envelopes 22 
and the elastic therein, and thus when the weight 
of a person is released from the back it will Spring 
outwardly and the material of the cover, instead 
of Wrinkling, Will be taken up by the elastic in 
the take-up portions to present again an entirely 
Smooth covering. While the elastic construction 
can, of course, be utilized at the forward ends 
of the arms, the draw-string construction is 
highly effective since there is a lesser degree of 
deflection in the arms, and thus the same degree 
cf take-up is not ordinarily required. 

From the foregoing it will be readily under 
St0)d that a wood ornamented chair may be 
snugly fit by the above described cover construc 
tion, particularly with respect to the back thereof 
since the folds which will necessarily appear in 
the initial fit of the cover may be taken up either 
automatically by the elastic or by the pulling of 
the draw-strings to the desired degree. 
The above take-up construction presented thus 

far in connection with the chair cover itself may 
likewise be applied to the cushion by applying 
the elastic or draw-string construction to the 
corners thereof. As will be seen in Figures 1 and 
2, the cushion is provided with a slip cover 35 
having apertures cut at the points of the cover 
coinciding with the front corners of the cushion. 
As in the case of the shoulders of the back of 
the chair cover, the apertures are covered with 
substantially circular pieces of the slip material 
36 and are bordered by envelopes 37. While the 
envelopes 3 may enclose an elastic, it has been 
found that since many cushions are provided with 
a down filling the aforementioned knob effect 
is attained by the use of elastic whereas the pull 
of the dra W-strings may be regulated before they 
are tied. 

Preferably, the cushion cover is universal in 
nature; that is, the slip cover material extends 
over both the bottom and top surface thereof, 
whereby the cushion may be reversed as desired. 
The cushion cover 35 is preferably bag-shaped 
and open alóing the rear edge, that is, the edge 
}rsitioned adjacert the back. Of the chair. After 
the cushio) is inserted in the cover 35, it may be 
cCnveniently tied across the real edge by means 
of strings 33. 
In the construction shown in Figure 5, the 

take-up portion at the forward end of the arms 
is provided with a downwardly extending slit 39 
having lace holes. 33a on each side thereof. In 
this construction it will be understood that the 
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piece of covering material 40 for the aperture 
will have a downwardly depending elongated tab 
4 so that the upholstery of the chair will not 
show through the slit 39. In such a construction 
the material on each side of the slit may be laced 
together to provide a drawing effect whereby the 
slip cover material may be drawn together across 
the front of the chair arm to intimately config 
urate the cover to the lateral curvatures thereof. 
As stated heretofore, one of the greatest diffi 

culties encountered in the past in fitting a uni 
versal chair cover to a chair is the accommoda 
tion of the cover to the arms thereof. This is 
particularly true in the case of a T-chair Such 
as that shown in Figure 9. In such constructions 
the seat of the chair is T-shaped in that the front 
edge thereof is disposed forwardly of the forward 
end or surface of each of the arms, thus provid 
ing a cross piece at each end of the front margin 
of the seat. To the end that a slip cover embodying the 
features of my invention previously described 
may be fitted to a T-shaped chair, there is pro 
vided herein a novel construction for fitting the 
cover to the seat of the chair which, in Conjunc 
tion with the take-up construction previously 
described, neatly accommodates a cover to Such 
a chair. Such a slip cover is shown fragmentarily in 
Figure 8 wherein those parts similar to like parts 
shown in Figure 7 are similarly numbered. It 
will be understood, of course, that the construc 
tion of Figure 8 to be completed will include all 
of that shown in Figure 7 so far as panels 0 and 

and the intermediate portions thereof are con 
cerned, and also that the arm construction for 
the other arm of the chair is similar to that 
shown in the figure. 

In the construction of Figure 8, the arm por 
tion 26 is severed as at 42 from the seat portion 
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25 at the forward end of the junction thereof 
represented by the stitch 25b. Similarly, the 
material in the portion 26 is severed along the 
line 43 thus forming a tab 44, which extends 
forwardly of the chair seat cross piece as shown 
in Figure 9 when the cover is disposed thereover. 
The cut 43 also defines a tab 45 which, When the 
cover is placed in the position shown in Figure 9, 
extends forwardly and around the front of the 
forward lower surface of the chair. This latter 
tab 45, of course, includes pleated skirt 28. It 
Will be understood that the edge 46 of the tab 
45 is formed by the cut 43 and that the position 
it takes in Figure 8 merely indicates an approxi 
mation of the final position in which it is dis 
posed when fitted on the chair as in Figure 9. 
As in the construction shown in Figure 7, the 

forward section of the seat portion 25 constitutes 
the covering for the front intermediate surface 
of the chair, the material in this section serving 
as a reserve to accommodate chairs having seats 
of different lengths. 
By reference to Figure 9, it will be seen that 

after the cover has been assembled upon the 
chair, the tab 44 is smoothed into a position cov 
ering the cross piece of the T-shaped seat, the 
forward portion thereof overhanging the front 
of the chair an amount depending upon the 
depth of this part of the chair. Thereafter, the 
skirted tab 45 is Smoothed around the Sides and 
front of the respective corners of the chair 
whereupon the forward section of the seat por 
tion 25 is draped over the end of the tab 45 to 
provide a neat and tight arrangement Wherein 
the upholstery of the chair is entirely covered 
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by the various flaps whereby, as stated above, the 
COver can accommodate chairs having varying di 
mensions merely by overlying the front lower Sec 
tion of the chair in lesser or greater amounts. 
To complete the assembly of the cover as above 
described, hooks 47 secured to the forward Sec 
tion of the seat portion 25 may be engaged in the 
fabric which it overlies. 
With regard to the construction shown in Fig 

lure 9, it is to be noted that although the ends of 
the arms are square, the take-up portions have 
automatically assumed this configuration by 
means of the elastic or the draw-Strings, which 
ever construction is used. Furthermore, the fab 
ric sections 30 have been manipulated to conform 
precisely to the configuration of the ends of the 
arms by the previously described tuck-in ma 
nipulation. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that there 

is provided herein a universal slip cover which 
has incorporated therein novel take-up con 
structions for the parts which coincide with the 
Corners of a piece of furniture upon which the 
cover is placed, such as the shoulders and the 
forward corners of the arms thereof, these take 
up portions being so constructed and arranged 
that they not only include Surplus cover mate 
rial which may be smoothed over the respective 
parts of the chair to Snugly fit the same, the re 
maining unused material being tucked beneath 
the adjacent portions of the slip cover but also 
include a construction whereby the major por 
tions of the slip cover intermediate the take-up 
sections may be drawn taut and held in this con 
dition to simulate a custom-made cover or the 
upholstery proper of the chair. Furthermore, in 
accordance With the invention herein, there is 
provided a universal slip cover construction 
wherein the major portion of the cover may be 
deflected by the weight of a person sitting in the 
chair, and when this weight is removed, the de 
flections in the cover, instead of becoming gath 
ered and wrinkled upon the upholstery, are again 
drawn taut to provide the desired neat appear 
3C 
I claim as follows: 
1. A universal type slip cover comprising ad 

joining panel portions for covering opposite sides 
of a portion of an article of furniture, an inter 
vening Summit covering portion connecting said 
panel portions, a Wing member secured to adja 
cent lateral edges of said panel portions, said 
wing member having a top edge and said summit 
portion having an edge cooperating therewith to 
define an Opening, said wing and said summit 
portion having a draw string passage surround 
ing Said opening, and an insert patch larger than 
the Opening covering the opening and having a 
marginal portion adapted to be overlapped by 
the draw string passage. 

2. A universal type slip cover comprising a back 
portion having a front panel and a back panel 
joined by an intervening Summit portion, wing 
members Secured to the adjacent lateral edges of 
Said back panel and said front panel in spaced 
relation below the summit portion to define open 
ings at the Sides of the cover, the top of each 
Wing member and the adjacent edge of the sum 
nit portion being provided with a draw string 
paSSage Surrounding the opening, and an insert 
patch larger than the opening secured to the back 
portion for covering the opening and having a 
marginal portion adapted to be overlapped by the 
draw string passage. 

PHIL TRUBIT2. 


