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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDRIC R. TAYLOR, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

SHOE-FILLER.

944,112.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epric R. Tayrog, a
citizen of the United States, and resident of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State

of Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-

ment in Shoe-Fillers, of which the following
description, in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a specification, like
numerals on the drawings representing like
parts.

My invention is intended to apply to that
class of devices for holding the shape of a
shoe, which includes tree feet, shoe forms,
shoe fillers, etc., and is intended to apply to
practically all kinds of shoes, including
men’s, women’s, boys’, youths’, little gents’,
misses’, and children’s.

Many devices for holding a shoe to its
proper shape have been invented and pro-
posed, and mine ditfers therefrom mainly in
being to all intents and purposes invisible,
this result being the primary object of the
invention, as it enables the shoe dealer to
display his shoes in such a manner as to
show the heel stamp in the inside bottom ot
the heel of the shoe, and to display the fancy
quarter lining, facing embellishments, and,
in fact, all the interior heel construction,
without diverting the attention of the ob-
server to the filler ov shoe form itself. The
importance of leaving the interior of the
heel entirely disclosed is so great that many
of the highest-priced shoe stores and dealers
in the finest grades of footwear, leave out
the shoe forms altogether, thereby running
the risk of damaging or spoiling the shoe if
so placed in the show window as to cause it
to ‘wrinkle. The best kinds, and, in fact,
all fancy shoes, have considerable expense
devoted .to the back portion of the interior
of the shoe, including fancy leathers, silk
linings, embroideries, and various kinds of
costly embellishments, all of which are more
or less concealed by shoe forms or fillers
which occupy the heel; so that I consider
one of the leading features of my invention
the provision of practically invisible means
for maintaining the heelpart of the shoe
open and in proper position.

Also, another feature of my invention re-
sides in bringing the forming portion of
the shoe filler into holding engagement with
the extreme top of the quarter, thereby
holding the top of the back side and upper
edge of the foxing pulled out smooth along
its upper edge.

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed July 6, 1907,

Patented Dec. 21, 1909.
Serial No. 382,451, :

The chief part of my invention may be
manufactured and sold as an attachment to
be applied to foreparts of varying construc-
tion.

In the drawings Ifigure 1 represeuts in
top plan a shoe containing my invention;
I'ig. 2 shows the shoe filler in side elevation,
a shoe being represented in dotted lines as
containing said filler; I'ig. 8 is a top plan
view of the filler vemoved from the shoe;
I'ig. 4 shows the attachment in top plan;
Iig. 5 is a view thereof in side elevation;
Fig. 6 an enlarged fragmentary detail in top
plan; and Fig. 7 is a view in side elevation
illustrating the various positions assumed by
the attachment.

Viewing Figs. 2-6, it will be seen that my
attachment consists of a thin and preferably
narrow band 1, which may be formed of any
desirable material, but is preferably formed
of spring steel bent into a loop or U-shape,
approximately the size of the heel of the
shoe, and secured at its ends to a transverse
plate or bar 2, on which it is free to turn,
said bar 2 having suitable securing means
for connecting it to a forepart 3. The fore-
part herein shown is a light wooden fore-
part, having a rearwardly extending ledge 4
just above the shank of the shoe, and an
upwardly extending instep portion or tongue
support 5. The thin band 1 presses firmly
against the inside of the heel portion of the
shoe, which it pulls out straight, and holds
taut and smooth over the quarter or foxing,
thereby being itself practically invisible
when looking straight down into the shoe,
as, for instance, when displayed in a show
window. 'This leaves the highly finished
and embellished interior of the shoe visible,
so as to display the trademark or manufac-
turer’s brand, stamp, or insignia. This is a
point which is considered in the trade of
great advantage, but, as it is equally 1mpor-
tant to hold the edge of the shoe, above the
counter, out smoothly and firmly, a solid
heel-part has been usually employed hereto-
fore, more or less ornamental in character,
and has itself been used to display the trade-
mark, with the result that not only has the
interior of the heel-part of the shoe been cov-
ered from view, but the conspicuous charac-
ter of the filler has served to attract the at-
tention of the observer away from the shoe,
thereby defeating one of the main purposes
of the filler. ‘

By my invention I secure all the shoe filler
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advantages of 'properly holding, shaping,
and distending the shoe, together with the.

display advantages of having the shoe osten-

sibly empty or unoccupied. The flexible:
nature of the leather at the extreme upper

edge -of the counter causes it to curl or bend

inwardly very slightly under the stretching

strain of the thin metal band 1, which

presses against the leather just below said ||

edge, thereby cobperating with - the thin
nature of the part1 in practically concealing
or hiding from view the band 1. The result
is that although the heel-part of the shoe is
maintained perfectly smooth and properly
rounded out, it yet seems to be entirely un-
supported. The usual expedient resorted to
by the shoe trade to accomplish this result
has been to permit the shoe, when being
made, to dry on the last so that it will tend
to retain its shape. This is not only ex-
pensive, but, even though the shoe is handled
with the utmost care, it is necessarily un-
satisfactory, as the tongue will not stay up,
the fastening necessarily breaks down the
shape more or less, there is nothing to tie
over or button over, etc. By my invention,
however, the forepart of the shoe may be
filled entirely or partially as preferred,such
form or shape of toe part being employed as
the individual manufacturer may prefer,
and the heel portion of the shoe is supported
by the spring band. 1 of the filler, which
presses straight back on the top of the back-
stay, and along, or just beneath, the upper
edge of the foxing or top of the quarter,
thereby leeping the flexible portion of the
latter taut and smooth with relation to the
stiffer counter of the shoe. .

Further constructional features and ad-
vantages. of my invention reside in certain
details. As the forepart 3 is usually made of
soft, light wood, I strike down from the flat
metal bar 2 opposite holding prongs 6 ad-
jacent the opposite ends of the bar, which
may be readily pushed or driven into the
soft wood for holding the bar laterally in
place, and the bar is secured by a central
screw 7 passing through an opening 8 in the
bar.. This construction facilitates the quick
securing of. the attachment, and is at the
same time simple and inexpensive. The op-
posite ends of the bar are cut away to pro-
vide a neck 9 and a head 10 for pivotally re-
taining the ends of the band 1. In order to
cause the band 1 to bulge slightly or bend
outwardly and hug against the inside of the
lining of the heel-part of the shoe, I prefer-
ably provide obliquely extending shoulders
11, 12 which codperate with the head 10 in

.deflecting the band 1, so that it tends to bow

outwardly, especially when it is turned down
into its approximately horizontal positien.
As different shoes of the same size vary
inevitably slightly in measurement along the
lines or direction occupied by the band 1

944,112

when.in use, I provide means for adjusting
the. band to- the slight extent desirable on
this account, and at the same time I provide
a:comnection between the band 1 and the bar

-2, which, while permitting them to be read-

ily put together before attachment to ‘the
forepart, prevents their being thereafter sep-
arated.

Viewing Figs. 5 and 7 it will be seen that
the band 1 has a-slot-13-and a slot 14 parallel
thereto connected at their lower ends by a
curved part 15, said parts being so shaped
and arranged; as shown, with relation to the
neck 9 and head 10 that the end of the band
1 can only be placed over the head 10 by
swinging the band forward to its dotted po-
sition 16, said position, however, being im-
possible when the bar 2 has-been secured to
the forepart. Accordingly, the band 1 and
bar 2 are assembled in operative position
with relation to each other before they-are
put in position on the forepart 3. They are
then secured. in place, and thereafter the
band 1 can only swing from the upright po-
sition in full Ines, Fig. 7, to the horizontal
position in dotted lines Fig. 7, correspond-
g to the position shown in Fig. 2.° The
slot 13 is close to the edge or end 17 of the
band so as-to require only a very slight cut
or slit 18 in the wood of the forepart to per-
mit of the necessary turning movement:

As already intimated, my invention may
have numerous variations. of embodiment
within the spirit and scope of the invention
as defined.in the following claims.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:

1. A shoe filler, comprising a forepart,
and a heel-part consisting of a thin band
shaped to extend within the heel portion of

the shoe flat against the lining thereof at the-

upper edge of:the foxing, leaving the in-
terior portion of the heel-part of the shoe
entirely exposed to view, means holding the
front ends of said.band unyieldingly at a
fixed distance apart, said band being at all
other points capable of yielding laterally,
said band having a width, thickness, and ex-
tent maintaining it practically concealed
from casual observation when in the shoe.
2. A shoe filler, comprising a forepart,
and a heel-part secured to the rear end of
the forepart, said heel-part consisting of a
thin band shaped to extend within the heel
portion of the shoe flat against the lining
thereof at the upper edge of the foxing so
as to be concealed from view by the shoe
when stretched taut by said band, the in-
terior portion of the heel-part of the shoe
being thereby left: exposed to view, and fas-
tening means pivotally securing the opposite
ends of said band in rigid position apart; the
rear part of said band from adjacent its piv-
ots constituting a distending portion: and

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

130



(v

10

I
ot

o
<«

vl
<A

944,112

being shaped to fit tightly against the lining
of the shoe from a point adjacent the pivot
onn one side throughout the length of the
band to the corresponding point on the op-
posite side of the heel-part, said band at all
other points excepting its pivotal points be-
ing capable of yielding laterally, and hav-
ing a width, thickness, and extent maintain-
ing it practically concealed from casual ob-
servation when in the shoe.

8. The herein described shoe filler attach-
ment, including a thin narrow flexible band
shaped to fit and distend the heel of a shoe
around the top of the quarter, and a cross
bar provided at its end with reduced retain-
ing portions cobperating with the ends of
said band in pivotally supporting the latter.

4. The herein described shoe filler attach-
ment, comprising a flexible band and a cross
bar provided at their ends with codperating
means for pivoting said band on the bar and
compelling the band to bow outwardly and
rearwardly beyond the ends of the bar.

5. The herein described shoe filler attach-
ment, comprising a flexible band and a cross
bar provided at their ends with codperating
means for pivoting said band on the bar,
said codperating means being constructed to
permit the separation and assembling of said
two parts only when the band is swung to
an extreme and abnormal position with re-
lation to the bar.

8

6. The herein described shoe filler attach-
ment, including a thin narrow flexible band

shaped to fit and distend the heel of a shoe =

around the top of the quarter, and means for
pivotally supporting its free ends adjacent
the opposite sides of the shank, said sup-
porting means and band being provided
with codperating means for permitting the
lengthening the rearward distending portion
of the band. :

7. The herein described shoe filler attach-
ment, comprising a {lexible band having a
rearward distending portion and a cross bar
provided at their ends with codperating
means for pivoting said band on the bar,
said cobperating means being constructed to
permit the separation and assembling of said
two parts only when the band is swung to
an extreme and abnormal position with re-
lation to the bar in use, said band and bar
containing means for permitting the increase
and decrease of the eflective extent of the
rearward distending portion of the flexible
band with relation to the bar when in nor-
mal position. .

In testimony vwhereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. ]

EDRIC R. TAYLOR.

‘Witnesses:

M. J. Spaupmixg,
Gro. H. MaxwELL.
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