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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that HENRY CLINTON SETZ, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Niles, in the county of Trumbull and State 
of Ohio, has invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Signs, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

signs and has for its objects to provide a 
sign housing or casing of novel construction 
wherein the numbers or reading matter may 
readily be changed; the characters formin 
the numbers, letters or words properly space 
and wherein the display will be equally good 
in daylight or when illuminated at night. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a sign casing or housing that will be 
inexpensive, which will exhibit the reading 
matter boldly and distinctly and which shall 
have a pleasing appearance. 
With these, and other objects in view, the 

invention is illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, wherein 
Fig.1 shows the improved sign in per 

spective. 
Fig. 2 illustrates the housing or casing 

in horizontal cross-section, as the same 
would appear if viewed on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 shows a group of the individual 
characters, and spacing blanks in perspec 
tive and also shows a portion of the casing 
wall with its flanged openings in which the 
individual characters and blanks are placed. 
JFig. 4 illustrates a central vertical sec 

tional detail through the complete sign cas 
illustrating the parts. m 

Fig. 5 shows a horizontal cross-sectional 
view through the casing on the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 4. 
É. 6 illustrates the inner side of the cas 

ing Will as viewed on the line 6-6 of Fig. 
5, an 

Fig. 7 shows the detached slotted clamp 
ing-plate which is employed on the extreme 
interior of the casing to hold the translucent 
glass plate and characters in place. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 
10, designates a rectangular casing or hous 
ing of any desired material and may be of 
either sheet or cast metal. 
In the present instance the casing is 

shown as having a top or covering 11 but 
this is not essential. 
From each of the four vertical side walls 

10 there is provided an inwardly-projecting 
flange or lug 12-each lug extending hori 
Zontally from its side wall at or near the 
bottom edge of the latter, as shown in Figs, 
2 and 4 of the drawings. 
Each of the side walls of the casing has 

a construction like the other side walls so 
that a description of one will apply to the 
others. 
The side wall 10, in the form of structure 

shown, is provided with an upper slot 13 
and a lower slot 14, both of which slots 
extend horizontally and in this instance the 
upper slot 13 is of less length than the lower 
slot 14, but this is also immaterial to the 
real invention. 
Around these slots 13 and 14 I provide an 

outwardly-extending flange or off-set 15, the 
inner side of the off-set being flush with 
the inner vertical surface of the side wall. 
These off-sets about the horizontal slots 

are provided for the purpose of receiving 
the individual characters or blanks whic 
are utilized to form the numbers, letters or 
words. 
Each character 16 has an upper horizontal 

bar 17 and a lower horizontalbar 18 and it 
will be noted that in these characters the 
distance between the under side of the up 
per bar 17 and the upper side of the lower 
bar 18 is the same or less than the vertical 
height of the slots 13 and 14. This is very 
desirable because when the characters are 
placed in the rear side of the slot the flange 
15 around the slot will cover said upper 
and lower bars 17 and 18 and only the char 
acter itself will show on the outside of the casing. 

In addition to the characters 16 I find it 
desirable to provide a series of blanks or 
filler plates 19 having the same height as 
that of the characters so that said blanks 
may be utilized in properly spacing and cen 
tering a number, formed by several charac 
ters or a word, in the horizontal slots 13 
or 14. 

Particular attention is directed to the fact 
that the vertical edges 20 of the characters 
16 and the vertical edges of the filler plates 
19 are beveled so that when several charac 
ters or characters and filler plates are ar 
ranged in a horizontal line, the abutting ver 
E. edges will lap so as to avoid cracks 
through which light rays from the interior 
of the casing will project between adjacent 
characters or filler plates, 
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It will also be noted that when the charac 
ters 16 or filler blanks 19 are placed in the 
flanges or off-sets 15, that they are of such 
thickness, from front to rear, that their inner 
or rear faces will lie in a vertical plane flush 
with the inner surface of the casing wall 10. 
The characters and filling-plates are both 

formed of a material or coated with a sub 
stance through which light rays will not 
pass So that the outline of the characters 
will stand out in relief. 
To hold the characters and filling-plates 

in place in the slots 13 and 14. I place at the 
inner side of the casing-wall 10, a glass or 
other plate 21 which is translucent and 
through which light rays may pass but ob 
jects may not be seen. This plate 21 is of a 
size that will cover all the slots 13 or 14 pro 
vided in any one side wall 10 of the casing 
and it seats up close against the characters 
and filling-blanks that have been placed in 
said slots. By this means the characters 
and filling-blanks are prevented from in 
ward displacement by the translucent plate 
while the flanges 15 will prevent them from 
outward displacement. 
At the inner side of each translucent plate 

21, I place another plate 22 which latter 
may be of metal or other substance. This 
plate 22, is of a larger dimension both ver 
tically and horizontally than the translucent 
plate 21 so that its marginal edges project 
Over the edges of the said translucent plate, 
as clearly shown in Figs. 4 and 5 of the 
drawings, and bolts or screws 23 are passed 
through openings 24 in the plate 22 and ex 
tend horizontally beneath and also over the 
translucent plate 21 and then extend through 
the wall 10 of the casing. 
therefore of the translucent plate 21 will rest 
upon the screws 23, as clearly seen in Fig. 4 
of the drawing, so that said translucent 
plate cannot drop down. 
The inner plate 22 is provided with upper 

and lower slots 25 and 26 respectively, 
which slots are in alinement with the slots i3 
and 14 whereby light rays from a lamp 27 
on the interior of the casing may pass 
through the slots 25-26 then through the 
translucent plate 21, and finally through the 

The lower edge 

1,530,210 

spaces around the marginal edges of the 
characters but not through characters them 
selves. w 

In the present instance the casing 10 is 
provided with two horizontal cross-bars 28, 
which are attached to the lugs or flanges 12 
and these cross-bars are seated on the upper 
end of a post 29, and secured thereon by a 
bolt. 30. The casing however, may be sup 
ported in other ways. 
Wires 31 may be led up through the post 

29 and from the upper end thereof said 
wires extending across the bars 28 and 
up the inner side of the casing to the lamp 27. 
Having described my invention, I claim 
1. In a sign device the combination with 

a easing having slots in its side wall with a 
flange at the outer side of each slot, of a 
series of separable and individual charac 
ters in said slots and behind said flange and 
a translucent plate through which light rays 
may pass, said translucent plate being seated 
against the inner faces of the characters to 
hold the same in the slots and against said 
flanges. • 

2. In a sign device the combination with a 
casing having slots in its side wall, of in 
dividual characters in said slots, a translu 
cent plate at the inner side of the wall and 
also at the inner side of the characters to 
hold the latter in the slots and a slotted 
plate at the inner side of the translucent 
plate the slots of said latter plate be 
ing in register with the slots in the said wall. 

8. In a sign device the combination with 
a casing having slots in its side wall, of in 
dividual characters in said slots, a translu 
cent plate at the inner side of the wall and 
also at the inner side of the characters to 
hold the latter in the slots, a plate at the 
inner side of the translucent plate and hav 
ing its lower edge projecting below the lower 
edge of the said translucent plate said inner 
most plate having slots to permit light rays 
to pass to and through the translucent plate 
and fastening devices passing through the 
innermost plate and forming a support for 
the lower edge of the translucent plate. In testimony whereofI affix my signature. 

HENRY CLINTON SEITZ. 
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