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6 (Caims. (C. 5-243) 

This invention relates to a compressible article and 
more particularly to a mattress construction. In a still 
more specific aspect, the invention relates to a new and 
improved mattress construction wherein the various por 
tions of the mattress are separately or individually com 
pressible in response to the weight placed directly thereon. 
In another specific aspect the invention relates to a mat 
tress construction which eliminates the hammock-like 
effect obtained with mattress constructions of the prior 
art. In another specific aspect, the invention relates to 
a new mattress construction and covering same. In an 
other specific aspect the invention relates to a new mat 
tress construction having means therewith to prevent 
deformation of the mattress at the edges thereof. 

Various types of mattress constructions are known to 
the prior art. Many of the prior art mattresses include 
resilient or compressible means either as a single resilient 
pad of foam material or a plurality of compressible coil 
spring members which are tied together so that in use 
compression of part of the pad or of the spring mem 
bers causes compression or movement of the adjacent 
portions of the mattress. The prior art mattress con 
structions, whether of the single resilient pad or the coil 
spring types, are covered with a suitable ticking or cover 
fabric which encloses the entire outer surfaces of the 
mattress. The mattress cover fabric normally fits tightly 
about the mattress and, when a weight is placed on a por 
tion of the mattress, the fabric compresses or displaces 
adjacent portions of the foam material or spring mem 
bers. When an individual is reclining on the mattress 
the torso of the user depresses the mattress a relatively 
great amount and the head and feet portions thereof are 
depressed a relatively small amount, such resulting in a 
hammock-like effect and causing portions of the body to 
be unsupported or inadequately supported. Some inner 
spring mattresses of the prior art are provided with indi 
vidual coil springs which are tied together or intercon 
nected by suitable tie means. Such mattresses are then 
covered with a sisal pad and this in turn is covered with 
a cotton covering material and mattress cover fabric or 
ticking is placed thereon and attached thereto by suitable 
clamping means to shape the mattress. The flat surfaces 
of the mattress are then drawn down by spaced buttons or 
other suitable means. The sisal pad, cotton cover and 
mattress ticking of these mattress structures prevents in 
dividual flexing by the spring units and results in a ham 
mock-like effect and improper support to many portions 
of the body. The hammock-like effect or result is par 
ticularly undesirable when two individuals are reclining 
on the same mattress and causes both individuals to move 
toward the center portion of the mattress. 

In accordance with the present invention new mattress 
constructions are provided which overcome the disad 
Vantages of the prior art structures and eliminates the 
hammock-like effect resulting from the prior art mattress 
constructions. The mattress of the invention includes a 
plurality of resilient means. Covering means are pro 
vided and individually cover at least an outer portion of 
each of the resilient means and are positioned thereon 
to permit the individual resilient means to be independ 
ently compressed. 

In a preferred specific embodiment of the invention a 
mattress is provided which includes an elongated and 
preferably rectangular resilient member constructed of 
a foam material, such as foam rubber, plastic foams, etc. 
A plurality of deep and continuous spaced slots are formed 
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in one surface of the resilient member and extend trans 
versely and longitudinally thereacross in spaced relation 
to the edges of the resilient member to define a continuous 
outer ledge portion of constant width at the outer periph 
ery of the resilient member and a plurality of individually 
compressible segments of the same size in the central 
portion thereof. Each of the slots are preferably en 
larged at the inner edge portion thereof to undercut the 
inner peripheral edges of the ledge portion and each of 
the compressible segments. The ledge portion and each 
of the compressible segments are separately or individu 
aliy covered. Preferably a plurality of bag-shaped cover 
members are provided and are constructed of a stretch 
able ticking fabric. Each of the cover members desirably 
has an elastic band or other suitable fastening means 
Secured thereto at the opening thereof. Each of the com 
pressible segments of the resilient member receives one of 
the bag-shaped cover members with the fastening means 
therein being positioned in the undercut portion thereof 
to secure the cover members thereon. Preferably the 
cover members are stretched slightly when positioned on 
the compressible segments. Another cover member of 
ticking fabric is provided and is of size and shape to 
enclose the other or bottom surface, the edges and the 
ledge portion of the resilient member and includes a 
fastening member which is preferably a rigid rectangular 
member and which is positioned in the undercut portion 
of the ledge portion to secure the cover in position. The 
resilient member can be provided with an elongated con 
tinuous metallic band which is centrally positioned in the 
ledge portion thereof and extends entirely therearound 
with the band limiting outward movement of the resilient 
member and preventing lateral deformation thereof. 

in another preferred specific embodiment of the inven 
tion an elongated rectangular member is constructed of 
a foam material and is provided with a plurality of deep 
and continuous slots in one surface thereof which extend 
transversely and longitudinally thereacross in spaced re 
lation to the edges of the resilient member to define a 
continuous ledge portion of constant width at the outer 
periphery of the resilient member and a plurality of indi 
vidually compressible segments of like size in the center 
portion thereof. A cover member of a stretchable ticking 
fabric is provided and each of the compressible segments, 
the ledge portion and the other or back face of the resilient 
member is covered by the fabric and the cover extends 
into each of the slots and is secured to the resilient mem 
ber at the inner edge of the slots. Preferably the cover 
means is stretchable fabric and is forced or placed in 
the slots around all sides of the compressible segments and 
Secured in position by adhesives or other suitable means. 

In a still further preferred specific embodiment of the 
invention a rectangular resilient member is provided and 
includes slots forming a plurality of compressible seg 
ments and an Outer ledge portion as previously described. 
In this preferred specific embodiment the segments are 
individually covered by bag-shaped cover members which 
are secured in position around the segments by being 
cemented or otherwise secured at the inner edge portions 
of the slots or along the inner edge portions of each of 
the compressible members. A separate cover member 
is positioned around the ledge portion and other surface 
of the resilient member. 

In another preferred specific embodiment of the inven 
ion an elongated rectangular base member of a resilient 
foam material is provided and covering fabric is posi 
tioned therearound and encloses the base member. A 
continuous border member is provided and has spaced 
end portions integrally formed with spaced side portions 
With the side portions being generally parallel to each 
other and with the end portions being generally parallel 
to each other, the border member preferably being formed 
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of a resilient foam material. Covering fabric is secured . 
to and encloses the border member and the border mem 
ber is secured to one surface of the base member and is 
of size to form a ledge therearound at the outer periphery 
of the one surface of the base member. A plurality of 
separate and generally cube-shaped resilient pads are pro 
vided and have ticking material entirely enclosing same 
and the individual pads are arranged on the base member 
and positioned between the side portions and the end 
portions of the ledge or border member to substantially 
fill the space therebetween and be in close fitting relation 
with each other and with the border member. The pad 
members are secured to the top or one surface of the 
base member by adhesives or other suitable means and 
form with the border member a substantially continuous 
outer surface with each of the pads and the border mem 
ber being individually compressible in response to the 
weight placed thereon in use. - 

In a still further preferred specific embodiment of the 
invention, a border member is provided which has spaced 
end portions integrally formed with spaced side portions, 
the side portions being substantially parallel to each other 
and the end portions being substantially parallel to each 
other and the border member is preferably constructed of 
a resilient foam material. Ticking fabric is secured to 
and encloses the border member. A rectangular shaped 
fabric base member is provided and is secured to the bot 
tom surface of the border member and extends between 
the side portions and the end portions thereof. A plu 
rality of individually covered resilient pads are provided 
and are secured by cement or other suitable means to the 
base member. 
and end portions of the border member and are in close 
proximity to each other and to the border member and 
provide therewith when secured to the base member a sub 
stantially continuous outer surface. 

In other preferred specific embodiments of the inven 
tion, a reversible innerspring mattress is provided which 
includes an elongated outer continuous border member 
having spaced side portions positioned in generally paral 
lel relation and spaced end portions positioned in general 
ly parallel relation. The border member includes two 
spaced flatpad supports which are positioned in generally 
parallel planes and a plurality of coil springs which are 
positioned between and secured to the inner surfaces of 
the pad supports with the springs in the side portions and 
end portions being positioned in close proximity and longi 
tudinally aligned in the border member. 
pads of resilient material are provided and each of the 
pad supports has one of the pads positioned thereon on 
the outer surface thereof. A plurality of individually 

The pads are positioned between the side 

4 
compressible members, the fabric preferably being 
stretched around the pads and inwardly from both sides 
of the mattress to the center portion thereof and stitched 
entirely around the periphery of the border member and 
each of the compressible members. Where the compress 
ible members each have a plurality of coil springs the 
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compressible members and the border members are pref 
erably separately covered and attached in assembled re 
lation by tie wires. These constructions result in re 
versible innerspring mattresses with the border members 
and each of the compressible members being individually 
compressible in response to a load or weight placed there 
on in use without effecting or causing movement of adja 
cent ones thereof. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to provide 
a new compressible article. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a new 

mattress construction. - 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
mattress construction which eliminates the hammok-like 
effect of prior art constructions. 
- A further object of the invention is to provide a mat 
tress covered in a new and novel manner. s 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new 
mattress construction wherein a plurality of individually 
compressible or resilient members are provided which 
are independently movable in response to the load or 
weight placed thereon in use without disturbing or mov 
ing adjacent ones thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a new mat 

tress construction which provides adequate and proper 
support for all portions of the body of the user. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a new mat 

tress construction having a plurality of individually com 
35 pressible members which are separately covered with the 

mattress being constructed so that movement of one com 
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compressible members are provided and each of this com 
pressible members has two rectangular pad suppor: men 
bers positioned in spaced and generally parallel planes and 
spring means are positioned between each of the last 
named pad supports and secured thereto on the inner sur 
face thereof. In one preferred specific embodiment a 
single coil spring is positioned between the pad supports 
and in another preferred specific embodiment a plurality 
of coil springs are positioned between the pad supports. 
Pads of resilient material are provided and each of the 
pad supports of the compressible members has one of the 
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pads positioned thereon on the outer surface thereof. 
The compressible members are positioned in close prox 
imity to each other and to the border member and located 
between the side portions and the end portions of the 
border member. The compressible members substantially 
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fill the space within the border member with the outer 
surfaces of the compressible members being substantially 
coplanar with the outer surfaces of the border member. 
Cover means are provided and are desirably constructed 
of a suitable ticking fabric. Where the compressible 
members have a single coil spring the cover member is 
positioned around and encloses the border member and 
is positioned between and separately covers each of the 
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pressible member does not cause movement of the adja 
cent ones thereof in use, . . . . . . . . . 
A further object of the invention is to provide a new 

innerspring mattress construction wherein the major por 
tion of the mattress comprises coil springs supporting 
compressible pads with the coil springs and compressible 
pads being covered to provide separate compressible por 
tions, which are individually movable in response to the 
load placed thereon. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a new 

and improved mattress construction which includes a base 
or pad having a ledge member or border member secured 
thereto on one face thereof and a plurality of individually 
compressible resilient pads secured to the same surface 
thereof with the pads being positioned between portions 
of the border member. - - 

A still further object of the invention is to provide 
means with a mattress or the like to limit deformation at 
the edges thereof. . . 

Various other objects, advantages and features of the 
invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
from the following description, taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a mattress con 
structed in accordance with preferred specific embodi 
ments of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged isometric view, partially in cross 
Section, illustrating the construction of a preferred specific 
embodiment of the mattress of the invention. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged partial cross section view showing 
one of the resilient members or compressible segments of 
the mattress of FIG. 2 showing the manner of holding 
the cover in position thereon. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged partial cross section view showing 
another preferred specific mattress construction and means 
for covering same. . . 

FIG. 5 is a partial cross section view showing other 
cover means in position on a portion of a mattress. 
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FIG. 6 is an enlarged partial isometric view, partially 
in cross section, illustrating the construction of another 
preferred specific embodiment of the mattress of the in 
vention. 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged partial cross section view taken 
along the line 7-7 of FIG. 6. 

FIG. 8 is a partial isometric view, partially in cross sec 
tion, showing another preferred specific embodiment of 
the mattress of the invention. 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged view, partially in cross section, 
illustrating another preferred covering means for the com 
pressible members of the mattress of the invention. 

F.G. 10 is a view, partially in cross section, illustrating 
a preferred specific embodiment of a reversible inner 
spring mattress of the invention. 

F.G. 11 is a view illustrating another preferred specific 
embodiment of a reversible innerspring mattress of the 
invention. 

FIG. 12 is a perspective view illustrating a complete 
mattress constructed in accordance with FIG. 11 of the 
drawings. 
The following is a discussion and description of pre 

ferred specific embodiments of the new mattress of the 
invention, such being made with reference to the draw 
ings whereon the same reference numerals are used to 
indicate the same or similar parts and/or structure. It 
is to be understood that such discussion and description 
is not to unduly limit the scope of the invention. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, FEG. 1 illus 
trates a mattress which is shown generally at 20 and which 
represents a finished mattress made in accordance with 
preferred specific embodiments of the invention. The 
mattress 20 includes an outer ledge or border portion 22 
having generally parallel end portions 25 and 23 and side 
portions 25 and 27. A plurality of individually acting 
compressible segments 24 are positioned between and sub 
stantially fill the space between the portions of the border 
or ledge portion 22. The resilient or compressible seg 
ments 24 and border portion 22 are covered so as to be 
separately compressible. The mattress 20 can be of a 
single or double size and can be of shapes other than that 
illustrated in the drawings, if desired. 

In the preferred specific embodiment of the mattress 
construction as illustrated generally at 28 in FIGS. 2 and 
3 of the drawings, a resilient member 30 is provided and 
is preferably elongated and rectangular in shape such as 
the mattress illustrated in FIG. 1 of the drawings. The 
member 36 is formed of a compressible material, prefer 
ably a resilient foam material such as foam rubber or 
plastic foams, including polyurethane foam materials. 
The resilient member 30 has a plurality of deep and con 
tinuous spaced slots 32 formed therein in one surface 
thereof and the slots 32 extend transversely and longitudi 
nally across the resilient members in spaced relation to 
the edges thereof to define a continuous ledge or border 
portion 34 at the outer periphery thereof of substantially 
constant width and a plurality of individually compressi 
ble segments 36 of substantially like size in the central 
portions thereof. The ledge or border portion includes 
end portions 35 and side portions 37 joined at their end 
portions. The slots 32 are relatively deep and the rela 
tively thin portion 38 of the resilient member 30 beneath 
the slots forms a base portion or means by which the 
individual segments 36 and the ledge portion 34 are held 
in assembled relation relative to each other. Each of the 
slots 32 are preferably widened or enlarged at the inner 
edge portion thereof as shown at 40 to undercut the inner 
peripheral edges of the ledge portion 34 and each of the 
compressible segments 36. 
Cover means are provided for the compressible seg 

ments 36 and the ledge portion 34 of the resilient mem 
ber 30. Preferably, a plurality of separate cover members 
42 are provided and are constructed of a suitable ticking 
fabric, such preferably being stretchable. The cover 
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members 42 are generally bag-shaped and have an open 
ing into which suitable fastening or retaining means 34 
are secured by sewing or other suitable means. The fas 
tening means 44 can be an elastic band, a metallic ring, 
or other suitable means. Each of the compressible seg 
ments 36 receive one of the bag-shaped cover members 
42 with the fastening means 44 positioned in the under 
cut portion 40 of the slot. The cover 42 is preferably 
stretched when in position so as to present a smooth outer 
surface and eliminate creases or the like that might other 
wise be formed therein. 

Another cover member 46 of ticking material is pro 
vided and is of size and shape to enclose the lower sur 
face of the resilient member 30, the edges thereof and the 
ledge or border portion 34 with the edges of the cover 
member 46 being positioned in the undercut portion of 
the ledges 34. A fastening member 48, which is pref 
erably rigid, is sewn into or otherwise secured to the 
edge portion of the cover 46 and is positioned in the 
undercut portion of the ledge portion 34 of the resilient 
member 30 to secure the cover 46 in the desired position 
and hold same in place during use. The cover member 
46 can also be constructed of a stretchable or elastic type 
fabric or can be pulled down tightly to slightly compress 
the ledge portion 34 of member 30 during installation 
thereof, such resulting in a smooth and tight fitting cover 
on the ledge portion and bottom of the mattress. 
A complete mattress which is constructed in the manner 

illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3 will appear as in FIG. 1 of 
the drawings with the individual segments shown at 36 
in FGS. 2 and 3 being the same as those shown at 24 in 
FIG. 1 and with the ledge portion 34 of FIGS. 2 and 3 
being the same as that shown at 22 in FIG. 1. The outer 
surface of the cover members 42 and the cover member 
46 are substantially coplanar to present a smooth and 
substantially uninterrupted surface across the top of the 
mattress. 

Rigid means, Such as an elongated and continuous 
metallic band 50, is desirably provided and substantially 
centrally located in the ledge portion 34 of the resilient 
member 38 as illustrated in FIG. 2 and the member 50 
preferably extends entirely around the ledge portion. 
The metallic band or member 50 limits lateral deforma 
tion of the ledge portion 34 and of the entire mattress so 
that the edge portions of the mattress will be retained 
relatively flat and smooth. 

In use, the compressible segments 36 of the mattress 
are individually movable in response to a weight placed 
thereon as a result of the construction and separate cover 
ing of Same. Each of the segments 36 can be depressed 
without compressing or moving adjacent segments. When 
a person is reclining on a mattress, the relatively great 
weight of the torso will cause greater depression of the 
segments 35 than will the relatively light weight of the 
legs, arms and head of the individual. As a result of the 
mattress construction of the invention all portions of the 
body are firmly and properly supported and the ham 
mock-like effect commonly obtained with prior art mat 
tress structure is eliminated. 
The preferred specific embodiments of the invention as 

illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5 of the drawings are similar in 
construction to the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 2 
and 3 except for the manner of applying the cover. The 
mattress of FIG. 4 includes a resilient member 60 having 
a base or connecting portion 62 at the lower portion 
thereof and a plurality of slots or the like 64 arranged in 
the manner previously described in connection with FIGS. 
2 and 3 to provide a ledge portion 66 and a plurality of 
compressible segments 68. In this embodiment, the slots 
64 extend perpendicular to the surfaces of the resilient 
member 60 and the undercut portion of the slots has been 
eliminated. Cover means are provided and such pref 
erably is a stretchable ticking fabric 76 and is positioned 
in the slots 64 and covers the segments 63, border 66 and 
bottom of the mattress as illustrated in FIG. 4. The 
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fabric or ticking covering material 70 is secured to the 
inner edge portion of the slot 64 by adhesives, cements 
or the like. If desired, clamps or suitable fastening 
means can be passed through the base or connecting port 
tion 62 of the member 60 to hold the cover in position. 
If desired, a forming and sealing platen can be provided 
to form the covering material and force it into the slots 
64 and the platen can be used to activate a heat or pres: 
sure activated adhesive to secure the cover member to the 
resilient member 60. The appearance of the mattress 
constructed in the manner of FIG. 4 is the same as illus 
trated in FIG.1. By positioning the cover fabric around 
each of the segments and the border, the border and the 
segments 68 of the mattress are individually compressible 
in response to the weight placed thereon in the manner 
previously described in connection with FIGS. 2 and 3. 
FIG. 5 of the drawings illustrates another preferred 

specific manner of covering the portions of a mattress. 
In this embodiment, a resilient member is shown at 72 
and has a base or connecting portion 74 on the bottom 
edge portion thereof and a plurality of slots 75 which 
form a plurality of individually compressible segments 
76 and a ledge portion 78. The compressible segments 
and ledge portions of FIG. 5 are located in the manner 
shown in FIG. 1. In this embodiment, separate fabric 
bags or cover members 80 are provided and are positioned 
around each of the compressible segments 76. and extend 
into the slots 75 with the inner edge of the cover members 
80 being at the inner portions of the slots 75. The cover 
members 80 can be secured to the compressible segments. 
in any suitable manner, such as by adhesives or the like. 
A separate fabric cover member 82 covers the ledge 
portion 78 and the bottom of the resilient member 72. 
The cover 82 can be secured in position by the use of ad 

The compressible seg hesives or the like in the slots. 
ments 76 and border portion 80 are independently com 
pressible in use. 
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result in an outer appearance similar to that shown in 
FIG. 1. Each of the pads are separately secured to the 
top surface of the base member 92 and such is preferably 
accomplished by the use of a suitable adhesive in the 
manner illustrated in FIG. 7 for the border member 96. 
The pads are positioned in relatively close fitting relation 
relative to each other and to the ledge portion 96 and 
form therewith a substantially continuous and flat outer 
surface. In use, the border member 98 and each of the 
pads 106 are individually compressible in response to the 
weight placed thereon in the manner previously described 
in connection with the other embodiments of the in 
vention. - 

FIG. 8 of the drawings illustrates another preferred 
specific embodiment of the invention which is similar in 
construction to that shown and described in connection 
with FIGS. 6 and 7. In this embodiment, the mattress 
is shown generally at 120 and includes an outer ledge or 
border member 122 which is shaped and positioned in 
the manner shown at 22 in FIG. 1. The ledge or border 
member 122 is covered with a suitable material 124, 
such preferably being a stretchable ticking fabric and the 
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fabric entirely encloses the member 122. A continuous 
metallic band 126 is provided and is positioned within 
and desirably centrally located in the ledge portion 122 
to limit lateral deformation of same in use. The ledge 
or border portion 122 is attached to a rectangular piece 
of backing fabric 128 which is of size to extend between 
and be secured to the side and end portions of the mem 
ber 122. Preferably the fabric 128 is relatively heavy 
material. 
A plurality of pads or biscuits 130 are provided and 

such are preferably in the shapel of a parallelepiped or 
35 

generally cube-shaped. The pads or biscuits 130 are 
preferably formed of a resilient material such as a plastic 
foam or foam rubber and are separately covered by a 

Another preferred specific embodiment of the mattress 
of the invention is illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7 of the 
drawings. In this instance, the mattress is shown gen 
erally at 90 and includes an elongated and preferably 
rectangular shaped base member 92 which is preferably 

40. 

constructed of a resilient foam material of the types de- . 
scribed hereinbefore. Suitable ticking fabric 94 surrounds 
and entirely encloses the base member 92. 
A continuous border member 96 is preferably provided 

and constructed of a resilient foam material similar to 
that of the base 92. The border member 96 includes side 
portions 98 and end portions 100 positioned in generally 
parallel and spaced relation in the manner illustrated for 5 O 
the border member 22 in FIG. 1. Ticking fabric 102 
completely encloses the border member 96 and the border 
member is secured to the upper surface of the base mem 
ber 92. Preferably, the ledge portion is secured to the 
base portion by means of an adhesive 104, FIG.7, which 
is positioned on one or both of the covering fabrics 94 and 
102. A rigid member 103, such as a metallic band, is 
positioned within and extends entirely around border 
member 96 to limit lateral deformation of same in use. 
A plurality of resilient pads or biscuits 106 are pro 

vided and such are in the shape of a parallelepiped or 

stretchable ticking fabric 132 and each of the covered 
pads or biscuits 130 is cemented or otherwise secured 
to the fabric base 128. The pads 130 are positioned be 
tween the side and end portions of the ledge or border 
member 122 and are positioned in close proximity rela 
tive to each other and to the ledge or border member to 
provide a substantially continuous surface at the top of 
the mattress. The fabric base 128 holds the pads or 
biscuits 130 and the border member 122 in assembled 
relation. The pads or segments 130 of the mattress are 
individually compressible in the manner pointed out here 
inbefore in regard to the other embodiments of the in 
vention. 

55 

... The previous embodiments of the invention described 
have been in connection with a foam rubber or plastic 
foam mattress material which has been shaped and cov 
ered in accordance with the invention. If desired, any 
of the elements of the mattress constructions previously 
described can be covered with a suitable flock material. 
Such is illustrated in FIG. 9 where the pad or ledge 
portion 133 of a mattress constructed of a foam type 
material is covered with flock covering material 135. 
Flock 135 can be secured to the foammaterial 133 in 

60 
generally cube-shaped as best illustrated in FIG. 6. The 
pads or biscuits 106 are separately formed members and 
can be relatively long or wide in comparison to their 
depth thereof or they can be shaped so that all six faces 

... are of equal size, if desired. Suitable covers 108 of 
ticking fabric or the like are provided and separately 
enclose each of the pads 106. The cover members 108 
are preferably made of an elastic or stretchable fabric 
and can be secured on the pads 106 in stretched condition 

any suitable manner, such as by blowing the flock onto 
an adhesive covered resilient member 133 and this can 
easily be accomplished along the side or edges of the 
member 133 whether such is an individual compressible 

65 
element or the outer border or ledge portion of a mattress 
aS described merely by vending or deflecting member 
133 during the securing of the adhesive and flock thereon. 
The relatively inexpensive flock material can be effec 

70 
to maintain the fabric tight at all times. Y . 
The covered pads 106 are arranged on the base mem 

ber 92 and positioned in close proximity between the 
side portions 98 and end portions 100 of the border mem 
ber 96 to substantially cover the space therebetween and 75 

tively used with any foam type mattress constructions. 
FIG 10 of the drawings illustrates a preferred specific 

embodiment of a reversible innerspring mattress con 
structed in accordance with the invention. The mattress 
of FIG. 10 is shown generally at 140 and includes a con 
tinuous border member 142 which has side portions 144 
and end portions 146 which form an outer border or 
ledge in the manner illustrated at 22 in FIG.1. The 
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border member 142 preferably includes two spaced and 
flat pad supports 248 and 59 which are positioned in 
generally parallel planes. A plurality of coil springs 152 
are positioned between the inner surfaces of the pad Sup 
ports 48 and 50 and are secured thereto in any suit 
able manner by fastening means, such as by the staples 
54. The springs 152 can be of any suitable construction 
or configuration, such as that shown in the drawings 
wherein the center portion is relatively small in diameter 
in comparison to the end portions of the springs. The 
springs can be substantially the same diameter through 
out the length, or other suitable configurations can be 
used. The springs 52 are positioned in close proximity 
and are longitudinally aligned relative to each other and 
extend entirely around the border member 142. Only 
the lower portion of the two rear springs in border 142 
are shown, however it will be understood that they are 
secured in their end portions to supports 48 and 50 
as shown for the forward one of the springs. 
The pad supports 148 and 150 have pads or strips 56 

and 58 of resilient material secured thereto and prefer 
ably the pads 256 and 58 extend entirely around the 
border member 42. The pads 156 and 58 are posi 
tioned on the outer surfaces of the pad supports 43 and 
150, respectively, as shown and can be held in position 
by the cover means or secured to the pad Supports by 
adhesives or other suitable means. 
A plurality of individually compressible members 150 

are provided and each of the members iéC has two pad 
supports 162 and 164 which are preferably rectangular 
in shape and are positioned in generally parallel planes. 
A single coil spring 66 is provided with each of the 
compressible members 166 and is secured in its end por 
tions to the pad supports 462 and 164 by suitable fasten 
ing means, such as staples, nails or the like as shown at 
68. The spring members 66 can be of any suitable 

configuration or construction. 
Two rectangular pads 178 and 72 of a resilient foam 

material are provided and the pads 476 and 5.72 are 
preferably of approximately the same length and width 
as the pad supports 62 and 64. The pads 70 and 
i.72 are positioned on supports 62 and 564, respectively 
and can be secured thereto on the outer surfaces thereof 
by suitable means, such as adhesives or the like. 
The compressible members 60 are positioned in rela 

tively close proximity to each other and the border mem 
ber i42 and located between the side portions and end 
portions of the border member 42. The compressible 
members 60 are of size so that the outer surfaces of 
the border member 142 and the compressible members 
160 are substantially coplanar. 
A cover member 74 is provided and is desirably con 

structed of a stretchable fabric. The cover member 74 
encloses the border member 42 and each of the indi 
vidually compressible segments 160. The fabric 74 is 
positioned around the border member 42 and extends 
inwardly from both the outer surfaces thereof where 
portions of the fabric from both sides of the mattress 
meet in the center and are stitched at their meeting point 
entirely around the inner periphery of the border mem 
ber 42. Similarly the fabric 74 is drawn down and 
stretched around the four sides of each of the segments 
62 until the fabric from both sides of the mattress is in 

contact and the fabric is then stitched entirely around 
each of the segments 60 at the center portion thereof. 
A completed mattress constructed in accordance with 
FIG. 10 will resemble the mattress of FIG. 1 in appear 
aICC. 
The innerspring mattress of FIG. 10 is a reversible 

type mattress and in use the border member 42 and each 
of the compressible members i{66 are individually mov 
able in response to the weight or load placed thereon and 
can be compressed without displacing or moving the adja 
cent ones of the compressible members and thereby give 
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full and complete support to every portion of the body of 
the user. 

In FIGS. 11 and 12 of the drawings, another preferred 
specific embodiment of a reversible innerspring mattress 
is shown generally at 38 and includes a border member 
182 which has side and end portions positioned in spaced 
relation as previously described in connection with the 
other embodiments of the invention. The border member 
i82 is similar in construction to the border member 42 
of F.G. 10 and includes spaced and generally parallel 
pad supports 84 and 186 which have coil springs 158 se 
cured thereto on the inner surface thereof by staples or 
the like S9. The pad supports 334 and 186 have elon 
gated pads 190 and 92 secured thereto and extend around 
the border member 182. The pads 1962 and 92 are pref 
erably made of a resilient or compressible foam material. 
The boder member 182 in this embodiment is separately 
covered by a ticking fabric i94 which is preferably 
stretchable and is tightly fitted about the pads 199 and 
i92 and along the sides of the member as shown. A cen 
ter wire tie 593 is preferably provided and positioned in 
the border member and is fastened to the center portion 
of each of the springs 88 therein by clamps or suitable 
fastening members 195. 
A plurality of independently compressible members 233 

are provided and are relatively long in comparison to 
their width. Each of the compressible members 268 in 
cludes spaced pad supports 282 and 234 which are elon 
gated and which are positioned in generally parallel 
planes. Resilient pads 206 and 288 are positioned on and 
can be secured to the outer surfaces of the pad supports 
292 and 284, respectively. Coil springs 293 are provided 
and are secured to the inner surfaces of the pad supports 
282 and 284 by suitable fastening means 265. In this 
embodiment, each of the members 238 has a plurality of 
the coil springs positioned between and secured to the pad 
Supports and such are longitudinally aligned and posi 
tioned in relatively close fitting relation. A tie wire 207 
is preferably provided and is positioned at the center por 
tion of the Springs and is secured to the springs by tie 
mernbers 289. 

Each of the units 290 is separately enclosed with a 
covering material 210, which is preferably a stretchable 
fabric, and the material 256 entirely surrounds the units 
and is preferably stitched at the center portions of the 
sides of the unit as shown. If desired the border 182 and 
the compressible members 280 can be covered with a 
unitary fabric cover as described in connection with FIG. 
10. 
Means are provided to join or connect the compressible 

members 268 to the border member 182. Preferably, a 
plurality of tie wires 2:2 are provided and extend through 
each of the compressible members 288 and into the border 
member 82. Ciamps or fastening members 24 can be 
provided and Secured to the longitudinally extending tie 
wires 267. The end portions of the wire 22 are secured 
to the tie wire 193 in the border member 82. 
The compressible members 288 can be positioned lon 

gitudinally or transversely across the mattress relatively 
to the border member 82 and they can extend the entire 
length of the mattress or be relatively short segments se 
cured together endwise. FIG. 12 shows the compressible 
members 268 positioned longitudinally in the mattress. 
Longitudinal placement of the members 26) is particular 
ly desirable in double bed size mattresses and depression 
on one side portion of the mattress will not cause move 
ment or depression of the other side portion. Transverse 
positioning of the members 268 will be particularly de 
sirable for single bed size mattress. The compressible 
members 2:0 are positioned in close proximity to each 
other and to the border member 132 and by virtue of the 
preferred construction illustrated in FG. 11, the border 
member 32 and the compressible member 209 are inde 
pendently movable or compressible in use in direct re 
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sponse to the weight placed thereon and will not cause 
the entire mattress to be displaced. 

In each of the preferred specific embodiments of the 
invention illustrated in the drawings and described herein 
before, the mattress has been divided into a plurality of 
independently compressible segments or portions posi 
tioned in close proximity and as a result of these preferred 
constructions, the hammock-like effect of prior art devices 
has been eliminated. In addition, with double bed con 
structions each person on the bed will rest more comforta 
bly since the weight of one person will not cause displace 
ment or movement of the entire mattress. The mattress 
constructions of the invention can be used with any Suit 
able foundation or spring means. - 
While the invention has been described in connection 

with preferred specific embodiments thereof, it will be 
understood that this description is intended to illustrate 
and not to limit the scope of the invention, which is de 
fined by the claims. 

I claim: - 

1. A mattress comprising, in combination, a resilient 
member constructed of a foam material, a plurality of 
deep slots in one surface of said resilient member defining 
a ledge portion at the outer periphery of said resilient 
member and a plurality of individually compressible block. 
shaped segments positioned in close proximity and ar 
ranged in longitudinally extending columns and trans 
versely extending rows in the central portion thereof, the 
outer surfaces of said compressible segments being sub 
stantially coplanar, cover means with said ledge portion 
and each of said compressible segments to entirely and 
separately enclose same, said cover means being the outer 
surface of said mattress, said mattress being constructed 
and adapted so that said ledge portion and said compressi 
ble segments are individually movable in response to a 
load placed thereon in use. 

2. A mattress comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated rectangular base member constructed of a resilient 
foam material, a first cover member of ticking fabric 
surrounding and enclosing said base member, a continu 
ous border member having spaced end portions intergrally 
formed with spaced side portions and constructed of a 
resilient foam material, a second cover member of tick 
ing fabric surrounding and enclosing said border member, 
said border member being secured to one surface of said 
base member and of size to form a ledge therearound at 
the outer periphery thereof, a plurality of resilient pads, 
covering material entirely and separately enclosing each 
of said pads, said pads being arranged on said base mem 
ber and positioned between said side portions and said 
end portions of said border member to substantially fill 
the space between said end and side portions of said bor 
der member with each of said pads being secured to said 
one surface of said base member, said pads being posi 
tioned in close fitting relation relative to each other and 
said border member and forming with said border mem 
ber a substantially continuous surface with said border 
member and each of said pads being individually compres 
sible in response to a weight placed thereon in use, said 
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cover members and said covering material forming the 
outer surface of said mattress. 

3. A mattress comprising, in combination, a base mem 
ber having a relatively flat upper surface, a border mem 
ber of resilient material positioned on the upper surface of 
said base member, a cover means enclosing said border 
member, a plurality of resilient pads positioned on said 
upper surface of said base member in close proximity and 
arranged in rows and columns, cover means separately en 
closing each of said resilient pads, the top surface of said 
border. member and said resilient pads lying substantial 
ly in the same plane, each of said pads being individually 
compressible in response to a weight placed thereon in 
use with said cover means on said border member and 
said cover means on said resilient pads forming the outer 
surface of said mattress. 

4. A mattress comprising, in combination, an elon 
gated rectangular base member constructed of resilient 
foam material, a first cover member surrounding an en 
closing said base member, a border member having spaced 
end portions and spaced side portions constructed of re 
silient foam material, a second cover member surround 
ing and enclosing said border member, said border mem 
ber secured to one surface of said base member and of a 
size to form a ledge therearound at the outer periphery 
thereof, a plurality of resilient pads, covering material 
separately enclosing each of said pads, said pads ar 
ranged and secured on said base member and positioned 
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between said side portions and said end portions of said 
border member to substantially fill the space between the 
end and side portions of said border member with each of 
said pads being secured to said one surface of said base 
member, said pads being positioned in close fitting relation 
relative to each other and said border member and form 
ing with said border member a substantially continuous 
surface with said border member and each of said pads 
being individually compressible to a weight placed there 
on in use, said cover members and said covering material 
forming the outer surface of said mattress. . . . . 

5. The structure of claim 1 wherein a rigid element is 
embedded in said ledge portion of said mattress to limit 
lateral deformation of said ledge member. 

6. The mattress structure of claim 4, wherein a rigid 
reinforcing means is positioned within said border mem 
ber to restrict movement of same upon compression there 
of. 
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